
Vestry Candidates 2023 – Biographies 
 
Andy Cellela 
I was born in Cheshire in 1987 and 
was baptized at St. Peter’s that 
year. Since then, I've been a vestry 
member, choir member, and helped 
with a variety of activities.  
My vocation was in the medical field 
as a nurse practitioner in hospital 
care. Now in retirement, I enjoy 
time with my wife, Caitlin, and two 

boys, Ralphie and Vinny.  
I'm excited to work with the vestry and hope to bring 
levity, humor, and vision....while staying out of trouble.  
 

Peter Festa 
I grew up in Hamden and my 
family was active at Grace 
Episcopal Church (now Grace & St. 
John's) throughout my life. After 
recently retiring from my work in 
medical device engineering, I am 
now looking forward to 
involvement in many new things; 

especially volunteer opportunities at church and in the 
community. 
I have a special interest in environmental activism, and I 
was originally drawn to the good work of the St. Peter's 
Eco-Justice Group. Now I worship at St. Peter's and am 
involved in the Eco-Justice Group, Eco-Justice Action 
Committee, Outreach Group, Liturgy Group, Living the 
Questions Discussion Group and Pumpkin Patch sales. It 
has been a great joy to get to know all the parishioners at 
St. Peter's who have welcomed me to the congregation.  
I have some good experience to bring to the vestry, having 
been a vestry member at Grace & St. John's Church, 
including interfacing with ECCT resources and participating 
in ECCT annual conventions. I look forward to helping with 
the good stewardship of St. Peter's. 
 
Carol Moakley 

In 1980, my husband and I were 
married at St. Peter’s Church in 
Milford, CT. During the next 
eight years, our daughter, 
Meagan, was baptized at St. 
Peter’s, we taught Sunday 
School to third and fourth 
graders, and participated in  

many parish activities. One day after moving to Wallingford 

Moakley – continued  
in 1987, we noticed a sign on Route 70 that said: “St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 59 Main Street, Right on Rt 10, 
Welcomes You!” 
Surely this was an omen – we would definitely join St. 
Peter’s Church in Cheshire! We are blessed to have chosen 
such a wonderful and welcoming parish. I am honored for 
the opportunity to serve as a member of the vestry. As a 
retired high school social studies teacher, department chair 
and K-12 coordinator in Old Saybrook, I am delighted to 
have the opportunity to work with our parishioners in 
making St. Peter’s a very special place indeed! 
 

Deanna Rosak 
I have been a member of St. 
Peter’s for several years after 
attending St. Thomas Becket for 
25 years. About 5 years ago, I 
began looking for a new spiritual 
home and after joining my friend 
Wendy at several St. Peter’s 

services, I found that home. I am always impressed by the 
warmth and welcoming feeling I get when I enter church 
on Sunday. 
I am married with three adult kids and three grand-
children. I have lived in Cheshire for 35 years. I am a 
retired speech pathologist and enjoy working with children 
of all ages. I am honored to be nominated for the vestry 
and look forward to helping St Peter’s continue to be the 
wonderful community that it is. Thank you.   
 
Sancha Works 

I have been a member of St. 
Peter's since 2014. I attend church 
with my three sons. St. Peter's is 
an encouraging beacon to me, and 
many, for several reasons. One 
commonly shared reason is its 
commitment to community, family, 
and friendships through outreach, 

missions, or simply coming together for a weekly 
refreshment of the soul and spirit through worship.  
I am an investigator with the State of Connecticut 
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities, Regional 
Executive Board Member for AFSMCE, 2663 Council 4 and 
served on the State of Connecticut P-2 bargaining team. I 
have worked with children and families through various 
local governmental mentoring programs and non-profit 
programs for over 20 years. I would be honored to serve 
on the Vestry. 


