
 

Dear Fellow Parishioner, 
 

St. Peter’s is much more than a church gathering on Sunday morning. It is a community of friends who come 

together to create a caring, inclusive, fun-loving, non-judgmental community where forgiveness is offered, and 

friendships created - the “beloved community” as our Presiding Bishop likes to call us. Here you will find people 

who want to hear about the things that bring you joy as well as the suffering you experience. You will find people 

who are ready to walk with you through some of life’s many transitions. You will find a community of people 

who each day are learning what it means to deepen their love for God and their neighbors. 

 

When I think of St. Peter’s, I think of Mardi Gras bands and gumbo after church, a yard full of pumpkins, and 

dancing with children around a maypole. I remember my 5-year-old son lying in a sleeping bag upstairs in the loft 

as my husband and I celebrate the Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve. I think of pet blessings, and backpacks for 

kids in need. I think of generous checks for the food bank in Waterbury and home cooked meals served to the 

homeless who stay for a week each Winter at the Temple next door. I think of the many people who have cooked 

and organized fun events for the church over the years. And though I grieve the fact that some are no longer with 

us, I see how this part of Beloved Community is being built all over again with each one of you. 

 

When you receive a request to make a pledge for the coming year, we are counting on you to give as generously 

as you can to ensure this amazing, resilient, fun-loving, life-giving community will be able to fulfill the many 

needs we have throughout the year. To be a part of St. Peter’s is to help us care for our property, our spiritual life, 

and the staff who oversee the many programs that take place here. 

 

If you are new to our community, we invite you to become one of our sustaining members—those who 

understand the importance of their regular financial support. If you already pledge, we ask you to consider raising 

your pledge, to help us keep pace with growing inflation. When we all give a little more than we first think we 

can, God will honor that gift and we will be blessed with all we need, ready to welcome with open arms those 

who come in search of a loving community of faith. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

The Rev. Sandy Stayner 


