
 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

  

The Great Easter Vigil 
April 17, 2022 

7:00 PM 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 

The Rev. Sandra H. Stayner, Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 

The congregation gathers around the unlit fire outside the front door.  In the darkness 
the fire is kindled after which the celebrant addresses the congregation with the words: 
 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, Jesus passed over from death to life,  
the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil  
and prayer.  For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and 
celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your 
light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with 
heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  

The Blessing of the Paschal Candle 
Prayer 
After the prayer, the Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire. 
 

The people’s candles are lit from the Paschal Candle and from those candles that have already 
been lighted.  The Cantor leads the procession into the parish hall, followed by the Choir and the 
congregation.  Then we listen to the stories of God’s liberating power through the ages.  
  
The Cantor sings: 
 

Cantor The light of Christ.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

  
The Exsultet   
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,  
and let your trumpets shout Salvation  
for the victory of our mighty King.  
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,  
bright with a glorious splendor,  
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.  
 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,  
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  
resound with the praises of your people.  
  



All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame,  
pray with me to God the Almighty  
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;  
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

  
Cantors The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
Cantors  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
Cantors 
  
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and 
voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the 
Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people. 
  
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage 
in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
  
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin,  
and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
  
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious  
from the grave. 
  
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness 
to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
  
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away.  
It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride  
and hatred, and brings peace and concord.  How blessed is this night, when earth 
and heaven are joined and humans are reconciled to God. 
  
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. 
May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who  
knows no setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who  
lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
(Please blow out your candle if it gets low or begins to drip wax.) 



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
By the light of the new fire the Hebrew scriptures are read.  Please be seated. 

  
On this holy night, we gather to wait and to watch and remember.  As we listen now to 
the stories of God’s salvation for all creation, we lift up our hearts with longing and 
fierce hope.  May our hearts be kindled by the flame of God’s love. 
  
First Reading: The Story of Creation (seated)                                            Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3 

                                 Reader:  Christy Chandler 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,  
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of  
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then 
God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called 
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the first day. 
  
And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,  
and let it separate the waters from the waters." So God made  
the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the 
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was  
morning, the second day. 
  
And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 
with the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day.   
  
And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to  
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs  
and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be  



lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And  
it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater light to  
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set 
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there  
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God  
said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,  
and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky."         
 
So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that 
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and  
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God 
blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
 waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  
And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." 
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and 
the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  
Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image,  
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over  
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over  
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 
  
So God created humankind in his image, in the image  
of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
  
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and  
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion  
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over  
every living thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See,  
I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face 
 of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 



for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything 
that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it 
was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening  
and there was morning, the sixth day. 
  
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their  
multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that 
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that  
he had done in creation.  
  

Collect (Said by officiant) 
     Let us pray.  

O God, who created all things and who calls us to return, help us to 
draw ever closer to you through the mystery and beauty of your 
creation.  May we enter into the radiance of your love, through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     People: Amen 
  
Second Reading:  Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea (seated)       

The story told by our children.    
 
Collect (Said by officiant) 
      Let us pray. 

O God, you draw us into your embrace each day and hold us safe.  
Open our eyes to behold you in our moment of rescue.  May we and all 
the peoples of the Earth come to know you and your salvation, 
becoming as numerous as the bright stars in heaven, entering into the  
fullness of your story, and sharing in your glory, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

     People: Amen 
  
  



Third Reading:  Salvation offered freely to all.                              Isaiah 55:1-11 
Reader: Jack Dringoli               

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
come to the waters; 
 

and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat! 
 

Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 
 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. 
 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 

because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
for he has glorified you. 
 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; 
 

let the wicked forsake their way, 
and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 

let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 



Collect (Said by officiant) 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you 
renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who 
thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  
THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISM VOWS 

  
The congregation moves into the church and gather around the Baptismal font. 

 BCP p. 292 
 Song:   LEVAS #141 Shall we gather at the river 

 

 
REFRAIN: 

 

 
  
(Congregation stands) 
 

Celebrant Do you affirm your renunciation of evil and renew  
  your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
  



Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born 
of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried.  He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. 

   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit. 

  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant   Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into  
sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant    Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  
God in Christ? 

People      I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your  
neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and  
respect the dignity of  every human being?   

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you cherish the wondrous works of God and protect the 
beauty and integrity of all creation?   

People I will, with God’s help. 



The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 
  
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given a 
new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the 
forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 
  
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! (Repeated three times.) 
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  
Organ: Fanfare 
  

The remaining candles are lit and the altar is prepared for the Holy Eucharist. 
                Congregation takes its place in the front pews.     

   
 The Eucharist 

 

The Hymnal 1982 - #207 Jesus Christ is risen today                     Easter Hymn 
                           
    As the hymn starts, the people are invited to ring their bells and join in singing.  

  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  
Collect                                                                                                   
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's 
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given 
to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may 
worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
  
 
The Gospel Procession (all stand) 
  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke     Luke 24:1-12 



On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with 
Jesus from Galilee came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they 
went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were 
terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third 
day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the 
tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary  
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with 
them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle 
tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he 
went home, amazed at what had happened. 
  
Homily The Rev. Sandra H. Stayner, Rector                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
  
The Peace 
  
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory Sentences 
  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Psalm 100                                                     

  
All who are baptized are welcome at the table of the Lord.  Gluten free 

 wafers are available. If this is your preference, tell the priest as they offer 
 you the wafer.  If you would like a priest’s blessing, please place 

 your arms across your chest when you come to the altar. 
  

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer  B 
  
 



Sursum Corda   
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly 
are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
  
SANCTUS  S130  Deutsche Messe  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

(The congregation may stand or kneel for the remainder of the Eucharistic Prayer.) 
 

Celebrant continues: 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory;. 
Celebrant continues: 



And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of  Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put 
all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with St Peter and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  (said by all)  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,       
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread.  
and forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.         
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread     
 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 



Fraction Hymn #S164 -  Jesus, Lamb of God: Agnus Dei      Deutsche Messegnus 

 

 

 

 
  
COMMUNION HYMN: #314 Humbly I adore thee                     Adoro devote 
  
After Communion, the Celebrant says: 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People: 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
That when we were still far off 
You met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, 
He declared your love, gave us grace 
And opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body 
Live his risen life; we who drink his cup 
Bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights 
Give light to the world. 

  
The Blessing 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from 
sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united 
with Christ for ever. Amen. 



  
The Dismissal                                                                                    BCP p. 366  
 

Celebrant:   Alleluia, Alleluia. let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ.                     
People:       Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
  
Organ Postlude 
  

  
Please join us in the Parish Hall to share our Easter Feast. 

  
Please place your bells in the baskets at each door as you leave. 

  
  

  
PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 

  
  

Celebrant and Preacher:  The Rev. Sandra H. Stayner, Rector 
  
Assisting:  The Rev. David A. Stayner, Associate Rector 
  
Deacon:   The Rev. Leah Wise, Deacon 
  
Minister of Music:  Matthew Harrison 
  
Acolyte:   Alan Blume 
  
Readers:  Christie Chandler and Jack Dringoli 
  
  
  

  



A Message from the Rector 
  
The Easter story is a story about the triumph of love over the  
suffering of this world, revealed in the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus the Christ.  As the story unfolds we watch Jesus’ disciples  
recoil in horror from the death of the one they love so much.  We  
are drawn into the very understandable fear they experience as  
a result of Christ’s suffering at the hands of a blood thirsty crowd.   
And then, standing at the empty tomb slowly, very slowly our eyes 
are opened to the incredible truth that the power of love is greater 
than all the evil and suffering we find in this world.  We begin to  
wake up to the reality that in the end it is love that will endure. 
Everything else will pass away, but love will remain forever. 
  
The Easter story assures us anew each year that God loves  
each one of us deeply, so deeply that he will follow us wherever 
we run to, whatever we run from.  And when we are afraid of the 
darkness in our lives, when our world seems to be falling apart  
all around us God will be even there.   
  
St. Peter’s is a community of people who believe in the power 
of God’s love.  Through our friendships with each other,  
worshipping at God’s table we strive to overcome differences 
and grow in understanding and compassion for all, young or old, 
rich or poor, whatever our background, race or religion.   
Sharing our joys and our sorrows we remind each other of  
the marvelous truth that it is love that will endure, love that 
will overcome evil and death, and love that will sustain us 
through all the ups and downs of life.   
  
It is an awesome thing to be part of a community of people 
who can hold before you this wonderful promise in good times 
and in bad.  We welcome any who would care to join us as  

we journey through together through this life.  
  



Welcome to St. Peter’s 
  
Worship is at the heart of our faith community.  
Every Sunday we gather with God’s people to give thanks for the week 
that has been and pray for grace and strength for the week to come.  
We bring concerns for families and friends, for the people of Cheshire 
and surrounding towns and for the needs of the world. We break bread 
together as Jesus asked his disciples to do. We come to be changed 
and challenged as we gather round God’s table and listen to God’s word 
in scripture and song. If you are a guest, we would love to hear from you! 
Simply fill out a welcome card, which one of our ushers or greeters will be 
happy to give you. 
  
Children are welcomed to God’s table, as families pray and 
worship together.  When ready, children are given a special role to play 
in our services. Acolytes range in ages from 6 to 70.  Ushers and lectors 
include children as well as adults. We are all the family of God ready to 
offer our gifts in whatever way we can.  
  
Worship Times 
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I:  traditional quiet Eucharist in the 
sanctuary. 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II: for all ages, with choir. 
  
Christian Formation for all ages: During the academic year,  
children meet in the Education Wing from 9:45 -10:30 am each  
Sunday morning for children’s worship and faith formation. 
Godly Play meets in the upstairs classroom.   
Sunday School classes meet in the downstairs classrooms.   
  
Coffee Hour: After the 10:00 am service, coffee and cookies 
are served in the Parish Hall. 
  
Website: Please see our website (www.stpeterscheshire.org) for more  
information about our services, ministries, outreach, faith formation and  
more.  You can also sign up to receive our weekly eNews.  
  
 
 
  
 


