
 

 

 
Vestry Candidates 2022 – Biographies 

 
Chris Aliano – Vestry 
I was raised in Cheshire, where 
I continue to reside. Because of 
my love for farming, I studied 
horticulture at the University of 
Connecticut. After graduating, I 
managed my family’s garden 
center, Sunny Acres Farm, 

while also working in nursing services at Waterbury 
Hospital. I recently retired after 28 years at Waterbury 
Hospital. I continue to work per diem in the emergency 
room at St. Mary's Hospital. I pursue my passion for 
farming by helping at Zentek Farm in Cheshire. I also 
help with St. Peter’s gardens – as I hope you have 
noticed. And I use my painting skills to help spruce up 
St. Peter’s inside spaces. I enjoy many hobbies, 
including cooking, baking, biking, photography, boating 
and cross-country skiing. My heart-felt passion is playing 
the accordion, mandolin, and singing and playing the 
guitar. I am a joyful member of the St. Peter’s choir. I 
was formally received into the Episcopal Church at St. 
Peter’s on February 23, 2020. 

 

Alan Bisbort – Vestry 
I felt a connection to St. 
Peter’s long before I became a 
member in 2019, because it’s 
my “neighborhood” church. (I 
live a block away.) For years I 
have regularly policed the 
grounds for litter, fallen limbs, 

etc., and joined the annual “leaf raking party.” I’m now 
a member of St. Peter’s Eco-Justice Council, have 
enjoyed taking part in the pumpkin sales and outreach 
on New Haven Green and look forward to further serving 
my church and town communities. I have been a full-
time writer and editor for many years, skills that might 
be of use to St. Peter’s. Being part of the vestry would 
be both an opportunity and honor for me.  

 
Linda Sheehan – Vestry 
I was received into the 
Episcopal Church in May of 
1995 after searching for a 
comfortable way of practicing 
my faith. I spent 20 years as a 
member of Trinity Church on 
the Green in New Haven, 
serving as a Church School 

teacher – the last five years as the director of the 
Church School. My experience working with special 
needs children in my professional life gave me 
confidence in my role and offered many insights and 
skills to support the younger members of the 
congregation with Christian formation. When I retired 
and was looking for a church, I found Saint Peter’s. 

I love the welcoming atmosphere and commitment to 
youth programs on all levels at Saint Peter’s. It would be 
my honor to serve on the Vestry and bring my skills to a 
community I consider my spiritual home. 

 
Hilda Schmidt – Vestry 
My husband, Gary, and I raised our 
children, Christopher and Heather 
(everyone knows Heather!), in 
Woodbury, CT, where I was an 
active member of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. In 2001, we 
retired to the lakes region in New 

Hampshire. The first thing I did was join Trinity 
Episcopal Church where I became a member of Altar 
Guild and head counter, taking care of many financial 
responsibilities. We relocated to Cheshire in 2011 to help 
Heather with childcare. I attended St. Peter’s that 
summer, when everything was quiet, and Sandy was on 
vacation. I was going to lay low and not get involved 
…but that did not last long! I offered to help at the 
Christmas Bazaar that December and had so much fun! I 
got hooked and deepened my engagement with ECW. 
Since 2012, I have been treasurer of ECW, currently 
acting as its co-chair with Joan Hodgson. I am also a 
member of Altar Guild, leader of the Welcoming Team 
Greeters, and Assistant Treasurer, working with Charlie 
Waggoner. 


