
Scene 1: Angel Gabriel tells Mary she will have a baby named Jesus 
God sent the angel Gabriel to a young woman named Mary who lived in 

the town of Nazareth. Mary was frightened when she saw the angel but he said, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary. God is happy with you! You are going to have a baby and 
you will call him Jesus. This baby will become a great man and people will call him 
the Son of God.” Mary was very surprised and very confused. She asked the angel, 
“How is this possible? I am a virgin.” The angel explained, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you; for nothing is impossible with God! The baby will be holy. He will be 
called the Son of God.” Mary still didn’t really understand but she said, “I am God’s 
servant. Let it be as you said.” 
 
Scene 2: Gabriel tells Joseph not to worry 
At this time, Mary was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendent of King 
David. When Joseph found out Mary was pregnant, he was very angry and sad and 
he decided to break the engagement off. But that night, an angel of God appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, do not be afraid to wed Mary and do not be 
sad or angry about the baby. He comes from the Holy Spirit. You will name him 
Jesus and he will save his people from their sins.” When Joseph woke up, he did as 
God had told him, even though he didn’t understand it any better than Mary did. All 
of this was done in fulfillment of the ancient prophecy, “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”    

 
 
Scene 3: Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem, no room in an inn, are given room 
in a stable 
While Mary was still pregnant, the Emperor Augustus decided he needed to count 
everyone in the country. Everyone had to go to the town their family came from to 
be counted, so Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem. It was a long way from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem and it took them a long time to get there. They were both 
very tired when they finally arrived – and poor Mary was completely exhausted. 
 
To make matters worse, all the hotels and inns were full because of all the people 
traveling around in compliance with the Emperor’s order. No one had any room for 
even two more tired travelers. Finally, they found someone who let them sleep in 
his barn with the animals. Mary and Joseph didn’t care – they were just glad to be 
somewhere warm and dry where they could get some rest. But they didn’t get 
much rest that night. There, in the stable, Mary had her baby, and she wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes and laid him in the manger. As God commanded, Mary and 
Joseph named the baby, Jesus, which means “The LORD saves.”   And now for 
the first time up in the sky there was a New Star, announcing the birth of the 
Messiah. 
 
      

Scene 4: Angels tell Shepherds to spread the news the new King has been born 
There were shepherds in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord stood before them and they were greatly afraid.  
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which will be to all people.  For there is born to you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the sign to you: You will 
find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying:  
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another. “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 
They hurried off and found Mary, Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the 
manger.  After they saw the baby Jesus, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them.   
 
Scene 5: Kings from the East follow the Star to the new King 
 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews?  For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship 
Him.” 
The chief priests and scribes of Herod the king, said:” In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
thus it is written by the prophet: 
‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 
For out of you shall come a Ruler 
Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ “ 
And so the kings departed and behold, the star which they had seen in the East 
went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.  Coming 
into the house they saw the young Child with Mary His mother and fell down and 
worshiped Him.  When they opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
Scene 6: Nativity Scene 
 As Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the angels, gather round the newborn king, 
we join them in rejoicing,  for our Savior has been born: 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room  
And Heaven and nature sing 
And Heaven and nature sing 
 


