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Shovels wait for the groundbreaking of a new development project on the corner of 
Park Street and Main Street Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020, in downtown Hartford. The 
development, which was strategically placed in order to bring the local 
neighborhoods together, will feature studio, one-, and two-bedroom apartments, as 
well as 23,460 square feet of commercial space, with 20 percent of the units 
reserved for affordable, workforce housing. (Kassi Jackson/The Hartford Courant) 
All Connecticut’s residents deserve to have choices to find the kinds of communities 
and housing options that work best for them. For a thriving, vibrant state, our 
economy demands it. 
 
Historically, these choices have not been available to families of color in our state. 
Through a history of redlining, discrimination in lending and real estate sales, and 



exclusionary zoning tactics, our white-dominant state ensured that families of lower 
income — predominantly households of color — remained segregated to our urban 
centers, while white families built wealth through homeownership and restricted 
access to quality public education systems available in many suburbs. 
 
Beginning in the 1930s, the federal government subsidized the financing of 
suburban housing creation — but only for white middle-class and lower-middle-
class families. Wealth, through home equity, continues to be passed on for white 
families, while Black families, denied then the right to purchase homes, must play 
catch-up.  
 
Today, nearly 70 percent of Connecticut’s Black residents live in just 12 
municipalities. We have effectively excluded families of color from our suburbs and 
set up communities of color for systemic disadvantage. Resources in our wealthier, 
whiter towns stay in these towns via our local property tax system — higher cost 
housing supports higher per-capita tax revenue in our suburbs, while lower cost 
housing in our cities contribute a much smaller per-capita property tax revenue 
combined with the costs of supporting more infrastructure, schools, museums and 
other non-taxable public buildings. 
For generations, our state has supported this “suburban strategy” for prosperity, 
keeping the suburbs wealthy, affluent and largely white, while limiting resources and 
opportunity in urban areas.  
 
Our cities are left largely to fend for themselves. Education inequity is one result. 
Children tend to go to school where they live. Neighborhoods of concentrated 
poverty have schools with concentrated poverty. Children in schools with high 
concentrations of poverty tend to do more poorly than their peers where fewer live 
in poverty. Even sending your child out of district when school choice is an option 
can be a nonstarter for many poor families given lack of access to a car or public 
transportation, or lengthy commute distance. 
 
We need a dual approach to correct our past and present wrongs: We must open our 
suburbs to all who want access to the benefits and lifestyles they afford by building 
housing for families at all income levels while re-investing in Connecticut’s 



communities of color. Racist governmental actions created our segregated suburbs 
and disinvested cities; we must develop equally effective government actions to 
reverse segregation and invest in communities of color. 
 
First, we must tear down the exclusionary zoning barriers that have kept out 
multifamily rental housing, affordable housing, accessory apartments and other 
lower-cost housing options that allow for racial and economic diversity. We must 
remove other exclusionary barriers, such as excessive minimum building lot sizes 
and parking requirements and costly permitting processes, which further eliminate 
the feasibility of a diverse housing stock, and thus the likelihood of a diverse 
population. 
 
This guarantees that renters, disproportionately households of color, have few places 
to live in these communities. 
 
This scheme has created a landscape of expensive single-family detached houses 
without resident diversity, starving many of our suburbs of the vitality residents 
demand. Changing the way Connecticut deals with racial inequality starts with 
desegregating our towns, making them truly welcoming places for families of color 
that allow for the development of real relationships with people of other races as our 
neighbors. 
 
Second, we must invest in communities of color, most often our cities, in new ways. 
Our cities offer many amenities (access to transit, walkable neighborhoods, historic 
parks, more jobs) that make them attractive options to many residents, regardless of 
race or income. Generations of families have set down roots in city neighborhoods — 
living near family, familiar schools, cultural institutions and places of worship that 
create the sense of community we value in a place.  
 
We need bigger and more varied investment strategies in our cities. If we only tear 
down suburban barriers and shift existing affordable housing funding from our 
cities to the suburbs, we risk undermining neighborhoods of color yet again.  
 



How should we expand investments in cities? Expand strategies like Capitol Region 
Development Authority’s flexible neighborhood investment pool for projects that 
need help but for which the private market won’t step in. Significantly increase state 
education investment — not just in buildings but in teachers and students. Invest 
through land-banking and receivership to address blighted properties. Expand 
historic tax credits to generate equity for older structures in need of repair without 
long-term restrictions. Increased investment in affordable homeownership without 
limiting the homebuyer’s capacity to gain equity through ownership. Allow folks who 
choose our historic urban centers to grow wealth — benefiting them and the 
neighborhood. 
 
Connecticut’s suburban strategy has led to prosperity and exclusion in affluent 
communities and stagnation and disinvestment in communities of color. It’s long 
past time to alter Connecticut’s course by prioritizing community, equity, 
opportunity and choice. 
 
Kiley Gosselin is the executive director of Partnership for Strong Communities. 
Kevin Taylor is executive director of Neighborhood Housing Services of 
Waterbury. 
 


	Connecticut’s ‘suburban strategy’ caused segregation. It’s time to fix it.

