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Chapter I 

Foreword by the Rev. Sandra Stayner, Rector 
 

A few days after I arrived at St. Peter’s in 2003, I was sitting at my desk, trying to decide what 

exactly I should be doing.  I was surprised when the door burst open.  A small woman marched 

into the room and placed herself on a seat just the other side of the desk.  It was Jane Lint.  She 

had come to “check me out!”  She began peppering me with questions, which I answered as 

honestly as I could.  “I think you’re going to be alright!”  She said, and left as suddenly as she 

had arrived.  I learnt later that Jane’s grandfather was Charlie Ward, who had for a long time 

been the sexton at St. Peter’s.   By following her grandfather as he cared for the buildings and 

grounds St. Peter’s had become her spiritual home.   

To this day she loves this place – the buildings, the people but most of all the cemetery.   Some 

months later she asked if I would like her to take over the care of the cemetery and its grounds.  

At (80+) years of age Jane has transformed the grounds, which were becoming a little weary 

around the edges into a place that reflects the glory of God by the beautiful way it is maintained.   

Another Parishioner, Sandy Baker, offered to create a garden of biblical flowers around the side 

entrance to the church in memory of her mother who had recently died.  It is not unusual to see 

Sandy busy in the garden early in the morning with her husband and young sons working 

alongside her in the late afternoon.  In fact her entire family has helped in the creation of a 

beautiful space to delight the hearts of people who visit the church.  This past year Sandy’s 

father Ross carved a beautiful new paschal candleholder for the church. 

When you come to church on Sunday morning you are likely to be greeted by Charlie 

Waggoner.  Charlie is always happy to share stories about what St. Peter’s was like when he 

was growing up as an acolyte in the church.  Now he has a special concern for the teenage 

boys in church today who need a little responsibility to keep them engaged and escape the hard 

pews.  How quickly they become ushers, joining him at the door week in and week out to hand 

out the bulletins as people pass through the doors.  If you look carefully, at times you will find 

four generations of Waggoners in the pews, for last year his twin granddaughters were baptized.  

It is these and families like them who have in the past and will continue in the future to make St. 

Peter’s the caring community of the faithful it has been for so many years.   

And now the congregation has been joined by others, folks who have moved more recently to 

Cheshire, people who seem to enjoy the open and friendly nature of the people of St. Peter’s 

who pride themselves in offering a welcome to all.  “I can promise you a welcome in this place,” 

I say with utter confidence when a newcomer appears at the door, for that is the nature of our 

parish community. 

We are living in a time of great social upheaval and change as we try to keep pace with the 

technological revolution that is impacting our lives in so many ways.  Old assumptions no longer 

hold the same weight they once did.  Many people are questioning whether there is room in 
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their lives for the old concept of “church.”  As we move into a new century St. Peter’s, like other 

parishes, will be asked to change the way we do things to fit in with modern life.  But the need 

for a place set aside for the purposes of worshipping God, a place where fellow travelers can 

share stories about their journeys will, I’m sure, be around for a long time yet. 

Helen Bray a long time parishioner and member of staff at St. Peter’s wrote the first history of 

the church on the celebration of its 225th anniversary.   Only 25 years later it is time to add 

another whole book because so much has happened in the interim.    

Collecting the information and putting it into words has been a mammoth task.  I am so grateful 

to Evie and her gracious assistant and husband, John for the many hours of work and love that 

has gone into the telling of this chapter of St. Peter’s history. 

For my part, I am honored to serve the people of this wonderful parish that has housed and 

continues to house so many faithful, down to earth, colorful “characters.”  My life and the life of 

my family have been forever changed by the worship, the storytelling, the joys and the sorrows 

we have shared. Thank you to all who have helped tell the story of St. Peter’s Church in 

Cheshire.   

 

  

A piece of St. Peter’s history 
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Welcome to our Church 

 

St. Peter's is a life transforming Episcopal Church. As fellow travelers on a spiritual journey,  
we seek to become a place where the compassionate love of Christ is lived out.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you for worship, fellowship, ministry and prayer as you explore 
what this community can offer you for your spiritual journey. May the peace of Christ be 
always with you.  
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St. Peter’s Church Mission Statement 

 

St. Peter’s Church seeks to serve Christ Jesus 

in all our persons 

by being a welcoming, 

nurturing community of faith 

that gathers people of all ages for worship, 

anchored in the celebration 

of holy Communion. 

 

Through prayer, study, and dialogue, 

we seek spiritual maturity 

in order to spread God's Word 

and the wonder of God's Grace 

through our service and ministry 

to the world. 
 

  



 

[5] 

Authors Statement 
 

It was with a great deal of humility that I accepted the task of continuing to write the history of 

St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Cheshire, Connecticut. Helen Bray, the author of the first book 

on the history of St. Peter's did a wonderful job in documenting not only statistics about the 

actual church building and activities, but she was also able to represent the actual life of the 

church, by that I mean the clergy, the staff, and parishioners. 

Helen wrote the first edition in 1985, beginning with the arrival of the first colonists to the New 

World. In her prologue Helen gives a detailed account of the Church of England from the time of 

James I (1603 -- 1625). We are then taken on a journey as members of the Church of England 

left their homeland in search of religious freedom in the New World.  

 

“This journey would be an arduous one testing not only their faith, but also their emotional and 

physical strengths and weaknesses. These early Anglicans 

faced discrimination and persecution from those Puritans 

who regarded persecution as their sacred duty. The reason 

for this was because these new settlers were trying to wipe 

out all similarities to the Church of England.” To quote from 

Helen's book, "Beginning in 1642 Oliver Cromwell, of austere 

Puritan faith and extreme anti-loyalist fervor, led his soldiers 

of the new Model Army in a campaign to enforce the rigid 

moral code of Calvinism. He succeeded in destroying the 

monarchy and the Church of England, all in the name of 

religious freedom.” 

I believe it is important to include this short history in this 

second volume of the history of St. Peter's Church. It is 

important for all Episcopalians to understand and to 

contemplate where we have come from and how we have 

been led to our present day church. 

Taking up where someone else left off in a project like this 

can be daunting, especially when that person researched her facts thoroughly to be sure that 

the final book would be well written and complete. It is now my job to move forward from 1985 

until 2010. I hope my endeavors lead to a well written book, interesting to all who read it and full 

of content that represents St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and the families who worship here. St. 

Peter’s is a church filled with the presence of God’s love and blessings and those of us who 

worship here have been given a gift that we must cherish and hand down to the generations 

who will follow. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this book.                                                                                                           

Evie Michaud, 2011 
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Two Hundred Fiftieth Anniversary 
Faith in Action for 250 years 

In addition to the two special services the 

parishioners of St. Peter’s chose several ways 

to celebrate the anniversary while continuing 

the tradition of outreach to others.  

In January, 2010 parishioners of all ages 

gathered together to make 250 valentines that 

were sent to servicemen and women in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. What excitement when the 

total number sent was 352! 

The St. Peter’s Timeline was started in 

January. Parishioners were asked to add their 

name and the date they began to worship at 

our church.  

Early spring saw a collection for 250 pairs of 

new socks to be distributed to the homeless in 

New Haven. 

Our third project was the creation of a beautiful mosaic that would be designed and assembled 

by Art Spot, our Sunday School children as well as families and anyone else who wanted to 

participate. Jim Chapman made the frame  and hung the mosaic in the reception hall.  

Focusing on children for our next project, St. Peter’s began collecting school supplies for 

children in Cheshire whose families could not afford to buy them. The success of this project 

was reflected in the letter received from the Cheshire Superintendent of Schools, Greg J. Florio 

stating how overwhelmed he was with the supplies. Again over 250 items were collected. 

Not to exclude our furry friends, we collected over 250 cans of cat and dog food that were 

brought to shelters in area towns. This again showed St. Peter’s concern for all of God’s 

creatures. 

Our final project celebrating the 250th Anniversary was the collection of 250 boxes of pasta and 

jars of spaghetti sauce that were sent to the Food Pantry.  

The following pages consist of the special services held at St. Peter’s Church to commemorate 

the 250th Anniversary of the founding of our church. They include the Service of Evensong 

which was held on the actual date of the anniversary (November 3, 2010) and the formal 

celebration with The Rt. Rev. Dr. Ian T. Douglas on Sunday, November 7, 2010. 
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The Office of Evensong 
 

Thank you for joining us this evening   The definition of evensong is:  “a worship service said or 

sung at the onset of evening to mark the close of the day and to compose the mind and to renew 

the spirit for the coming day.”  The McKee/Siebert Memorial Fund supports a concert series 

with Evensongs which are given periodically throughout the year.  If you enjoy this beautiful, 

ancient service tonight we hope you will join us in the future.   

 

After the service you are cordially invited to attend a reception in the Parish Hall. 

 

(Hymns can be found in the Blue Hymnal in the pew rack.) 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 

All rise and join in singing the Processional Hymn  

Processional Hymn 523 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken          Abbot’s Leigh 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Preces and Responses            Heathcote Statham (1889-1973) 

 

Sung by the Choirs 

 

Cantor:  O Lord, open thou our lips, 

Choir:  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  

Cantor:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:    O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

      as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

world without end.  Amen.   

Cantor:  Praise ye the Lord. 
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Choir:  The Lord’s name be praised. 

O Gracious Light                                                         David Hogan 

Sung by the Choristers 

 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everlasting One, 

O Jesus, Christ, Most Holy and Blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

We sing thy praises, O God: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. Amen. 

 

The people are seated for the chanting of the Psalm. 

Psalm 46                                                        Anglican Chant setting by Henry Smart  

             

  

God is our refuge and strength, 
 A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

 And though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

Though its waters rage and foam, 

 And though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

 The God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

 The holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her;  

 She shall not be overthrown; God shall help her at the break of day. 

The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; 

 God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 

The Lord of hosts is with us;  

 The God of  Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come now and look upon the works of the Lord,  

 What awesome things he has done on earth. 

It is he who makes war to cease in all the world;  
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he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 

 and burns the shields with fire. 

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; 

 I will be exalted in the earth.” 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

 The God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  world without end.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson                 I Kings 8:54-63 

 

    When Solomon had finished all these prayers and supplications to the LORD, he rose from 

before the altar of the LORD, where he had been kneeling with his hands spread out toward 

heaven.  He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in a loud voice, saying:  

     "Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one 

word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses.  May the LORD our 

God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us.  May he turn 

our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways and to keep the commands, decrees and regulations he 

gave our fathers.  And may these words of mine, which I have prayed before the LORD, be near 

to the LORD our God day and night, that he may uphold the cause of his servant and the cause of 

his people Israel according to each day's need,  so that all the peoples of the earth may know that 

the LORD is God and that there is no other.  But your hearts must be fully committed to the 

LORD our God, to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at this time."  

The Dedication of the Temple  

     Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the LORD.  Solomon offered a 

sacrifice of fellowship offerings to the LORD : twenty-two thousand cattle and a hundred and 

twenty thousand sheep and goats. So the king and all the Israelites dedicated the temple of the 

LORD. 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

 

All rise. 

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat                       John Rutter    
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 Sung by the choirs 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm; 

He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He rememb’ring his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our      forefather, 

Abraham and his seed, forever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, and is now, and ever shall be world without end.  Amen. 

 

All are seated following the Magnificat 

 

The Second Lesson                        Hebrews 10:19-25 

 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since 

we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 

promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

All rise. 

The Song of Simeon  Nunc dimittis                              John Rutter 

 Sung by the choirs 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 

And to be the glory of thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, and is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.          
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The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiate and People together, standing, singing on one tone 

 

I believe in God the Father almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost,  

The holy catholic Church, 

The communion of saints,  

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Prayers    

All kneel as you are able. 

 

Sung by the choirs. 

Cantor: The Lord be with you. 

Choir:              And with thy spirit. 

 

Cantor: Let us pray. 

Choir:             Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

                        Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Suffrages 

The Cantor and Choir sing: 
 

V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
      R.         And grant us thy salvation. 

V. O Lord, save your church.  
R.       And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

      V.        Endue thy ministers with righteousness, 

      R.         And make thy chosen people joyful. 

      V.         O Lord, save thy people, 

R. And bless thine inheritance. 
V. Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
R.        Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 

V. O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
      R.          And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.           

 

The Collects 
 

The Sermon         The Rev. Sandra H. Stayner, Rector 
 

Anthems   Locus Iste    Anton Bruckner 

 

 Locus iste a Deo factus est inaestimabile sacramentum. 

 

 This place was made by God a priceless mystery; it is without reproof. 

    From Liber Usualis:  Gradual for the Dedication of a Church 

 

 

   Cantate Domino  Guiseppe Ottavio Pitoni 

 

 Cantate Domino canticum novum:  laus eius in ecclesia sanctorum. 

 Laetatur Israel in eo qui fecit eum:  et filiae Sion exultant in rege suo. 

 

 Come ye with joyfulness, sing a new song to your maker.  O praise him with  

the saintly congregation.  Israel, be joyful and glad in him who made Israel, and     

children of Sion be joyful, rejoice and be glad in your King. 



 

[13] 

 

During the anthems an offering will be received for relief work in Haiti. 

 

A Litany for the Anniversary of a Church 
Officiant:  For those whose faith, courage, and Christian conviction and whose diligent effort and 

financial sacrifice resulted in the building of this house of worship; 

All:  We thank you, O God. 

Officiant:  For those who labored with mind and hand to design and construct this sanctuary that 

Christian people might worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 

All:  We thank you, O God. 

Officiant:  For all those servants of God who have led your people in worship here, who have 

preached your word from this pulpit, and who have administered the sacraments to waiting and 

believing hearts: 

All:  We thank you, O God. 

Officiant:  For all those who have come to this place seeking you, and who, in worshipping you 

in spirit and in truth, have found you: 

All:  We thank you. O God. 

Officiant:  For those who have brought their children here for Christian baptism, for those who 

have pledged their love to one another at this holy altar, and for those who in Christian Faith 

and trust have here parted with loved ones and committed them to your love and care: 

All:  We thank you, O God. 

Officiant:  For all those who have here confessed their faith in Jesus Christ, have shared in the 

life and witness of the Church, and committed themselves to the Christian life: 

All:  We thank you, O God. 

Officiant:  For sins that have been confessed and forgiven here, for burdens that have been 

made easier to carry, for distressed and troubled hearts that have known the peace that passes 

all understanding, and for lives that have been inspired to new heights of love and of service: 

All:  We thank you, O God.  For all your goodness  and love revealed to us in this house 

of worship, we praise you and we thank you, O God.  Amen. 

 

Officiant:  A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
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Closing Hymn 24  The Day Thou Gavest  St. Clement   

        

Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

The Grace 

Organ Voluntary and Retiring Procession 

Officiant: The Reverend Sandra Stayner 

Cantor:  Robert Williams 

 Conductor:  Van C. Hale 

Organist:  June Hale       Verger:  George Jensen  

     Readers:  Matthew Stayner, Head Boy Chorister and  

Ana Dunlop, Senior Warden  

        

 Choirs: St. Peter’s Parish Choir 

St. Peter’s Choristers 

~~~~~~ 

The McKee/Siebert Memorial Fund is supported by gifts in memory of Elizabeth McKee and  

George J. Siebert by their families. 

Both Ms. McKee and Mr. Siebert loved St. Peter’s, this community, and  music,  

sacred and popular, choral and orchestral, as well as music for the organ.   

This series is designed to encourage the community to come together in support of prayer and an 

appreciation of the arts as a means of coming closer to God. 

 

The Evensong/Recital Series is presented periodically during the academic year, September 

through June, and features local and statewide artists.  The community is invited to contribute to 

this fund.   Our goal is to help the fund grow to a size allowing the series to become self-

sustaining.  Your tax-deductible contributions of any size are welcomed, and your attendance 

helps to ensure the continuation of the precious and ancient tradition of Evensong, and the 

support for the arts in our community. 
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Historical Sermon (Evensong) 
250th Anniversary - Nov 3rd, 2010 

Given by Rev Sandy Stayner  

 

St. Peter’s is in many ways a simple church.  It has never been filled with ornate silver 

candlesticks and highly decorated chalices.  The walls have never been covered with icons or 

other religious pieces of art.  There are no crucifixes in the sanctuary just simple crosses.  If you 

look up you will not see high, vaulted, gothic ceilings like the cathedral in Hartford or some of 

the larger parishes around the diocese.  Instead you will see a gently arched wooden ceiling, 

shaped like the hull of a ship reminding us of the ark that housed Noah and his family and the 

birds and the beasts during the storm that destroyed the earth.  St. Peter’s is a simple little New 

England Church, but its history tells us that from its very beginning St. Peter’s has been filled 

with courageous people who are not afraid of innovation and change.   

In the 1600’s Anglicans in Connecticut faced persecution at the hands of Puritan colonists.  If 

they failed to pay the required taxes to support the Congregational clergy and the building of 

congregational meeting houses they were fined and sometime jailed.  In the History of the 

American Episcopal Church by Dr William Perry we are told that “some in a village called 

Cheshire…..had been hauled to jail and there forced to abide ‘til they paid the uttermost 

farthing.” 1  

When Joseph Moss gathered together a few families in the home of Zechariah Ives to read from 

the Book of Common Prayer on Sundays the news was quite scandalous to the Puritan 

residents of the town.2  To choose to follow a form of religion that was so frowned upon by most 

of the community required the founders of this parish to risk alienation from their peers.   Yet 

their desire to return to the familiar prayers that had given them so much comfort over the years 

must have been stronger than their need to belong.   

It is amazing to think about the great personal sacrifices made on the part of some of our 

forefathers and mothers.   

The land for both the church and the cemetery were paid for by Joseph Moss, the first lay 

reader.  Seven men from the congregation constructed the first little wooden building that was 

erected on this plot of land.  

 

                                                
 

1 Perry, William,  The History of the American Episcopal Church, Boston:  Osgood and Co., 1885 
p.296 
 
2 Beach, Joseph Perkins, History of Cheshire, CT, Lady Fenwick Chapter, D.A.R., 1912 p.139 
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 Later when a new brick church was constructed, vestry members paid for the bricks themselves 

and traveled by horse and cart to New Haven to pick up the bricks and bring them back to 

Cheshire.  The founders of St. Peter’s church were willing to sacrifice a lot just to see the 

establishment of a place where the prayer book service could be held regularly. 

Then in a time when the Puritan members of the community most often saw bishops as a return 

to the “old order” St Peter’s became deeply involved in the consecration and support of the first 

American Bishop for the new United States. In 1783, the very same year as the Treaty of Paris, 

Samuel Seabury, a priest from Connecticut was elected to make the dangerous journey to 

England to be consecrated bishop.   

Upon his arrival the English bishops turned him down because he refused to swear allegiance 

to the King.  So Seabury presented himself to the non-juring bishops in Scotland for whom the 

oath of allegiance was not required.  He was consecrated Bishop on Nov. 14th 1784 thus 

enabling the American church to take the fist step towards the formation of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in the USA.    

The vestry minutes of St. Peter’s in 1787 record that St. Peter’s church agreed to pay  “two 

hundred and twenty Pounds annually or more for the support of the Right Revd. Bishop Sebre 

(Seabury) Our Diocesan Bishop.”  Two hundred and twenty pounds was over four times as 

much as they were paying for the support of their own rector, an amount equivalent in these 

days to the annual budget of St. Peter’s!  That is a lot to pay towards the support of a bishop!  

Our bishop would be thrilled if we sent the diocese an equivalent amount today!   But St. Peter’s 

congregation was ready to put their reputation and their money towards something they 

believed in even though it went very much against the popular views of the time.  

In 1796, under the rectorship of Mr. Ives, Cheshire was chosen as a site for first Episcopal 

Academy in New England.  This time the Cheshire town fathers were supportive of this 

Episcopal innovation, very much in favor of having the Academy in their town. The Academy 

served a three-fold purpose as a secondary school, a theological academy and during the civil 

war as a military academy.   

The cornerstone for the academy was laid with Masonic honors on April 28th, 1796.  The Rector 

of St. Peter’s Reuben Ives gave the opening address.  Cheshire became a center of learning 

and ecclesiastical administration for the Connecticut Diocese.  Several Diocesan conventions 

were held in Cheshire and the headmasters of the school often served as rectors for St. Peter’s.  

Yet another innovation was the admission of young ladies to the school in the early 1800’s, 

causing many young women from other towns to come and take advantage of this rare 

educational opportunity. 

In the 1960’s St. Peter’s under the rectorship of the Rev. Morgan Porteus was chosen as one of 

the sites in the diocese to use the trial liturgies that would be used in the creation of the 1979 

Book of Common Prayer.  One of the liturgies that had not been included in the 1928 Prayer 

Book was The Easter Vigil.  With a great deal of teaching and care in preparation The Rev. 

Morgan Porteus eagerly introduced this service to the congregation, one of the most ancient 
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services we have.  St. Peter’s was one of the first parishes in the diocese to hold an Easter Vigil 

on Holy Saturday night, a service still enjoyed by the congregation to this day 

Music and liturgy have always been important at St. Peter’s.  At a time when music was not 

heard at all in Congregational worship, St. Peter’s set aside some of its hard earned money to 

hire choristers to lead the singing from the back of the church.  In her book “St. Peter’s Church, 

an informal history” Helen Bray tells us: “The earliest minutes of the annual meetings at St. 

Peters reveal that “choristers” were elected each year along with wardens, vestrymen and 

clerks.”3   

In a sermon on the occasion of the re-consecration of St Peter’s in 1876, the Rev. Dr. E. E. 

Beardsley said: “It was in this parish that early, if not the earliest, steps were taken to introduce 

the practice of chanting and singing of anthems – steps which were met elsewhere at first with 

strong and decided objection. Under the guidance of the Rector......the young of the 

congregation were collected and trained in the species of sacred music.”  Although it is thought 

that by the beginning of the 19th century not more than 6 parishes in the diocese had organs,  

St. Peter’s began to raise money for their first organ in 1844.   

Another thing that is often featured in the history of St. Peter’s is the education of young people.  

When the Rev. Joseph Nicholls took over as rector in 1848 he noted with regret in his first 

parish report, the unusually low number of children in church.  Taking it upon himself to instruct 

the children “very thoroughly” in the Catechism of the church” he saw the parish grow in 

numbers rapidly.   

Years later the Rev. Morgan Porteus was also distressed to find only ten children and two 

teachers in church school.  He made it his mission to support and increase the numbers.  At first 

the growth was slow but in 1951 St. Peter’s was cited as one of the honor schools in the 

diocese and its curriculum was considered a model for other parishes.  It is interesting to note 

that Mr. Porteus insisted that children attend worship with their parents and not go to a 

children’s version of worship, as was the custom in other parishes. 

Even now, St. Peter’s continues to be at the forefront of innovation in the Episcopal Church.  

While many Episcopal churches struggle with a loss of members on Sunday mornings St. 

Peter’s regularly welcomes the new families who bring their children to participate in exciting 

programs of Christian education or to sing in this fine chorister program.    Members of the 

church take food to the homeless who gather on the green in New Haven for an outdoor service 

on Sundays.    

Other parishioners are involved in newly conceived efforts to be better stewards of the earth.   

And who knows what ministries this parish will be called to embrace as we engage in God’s 

mission to bring reconciliation to the brokenness of our world.   Of one thing we can be sure.  As 

we look forward to the next 250 years this simple parish church will need the same courageous 

                                                
 

3 Bray, Helen, St.Peter’s Church, An Informal History, p.5 
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spirit displayed by our founders.   Self-sacrifice will be required from those who call St. Peter’s 

home as it was from our forefathers and mothers.   

And as we seek to meet the needs of a rapidly changing world each one of us must be willing to 

let go of the old and take hold of the new life that God’s Spirit will continue to breathe into our 

midst. 

 

 

 

 

Vintage postcards featuring 

 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Cheshire, Connecticut 
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A message from the Rector 
 
 
Faithful Christians have gathered to worship in this place for 250 years. If walls could talk just 
think of the stories that would be told! Here, friendships have been forged, babies baptized, 
hands joined in holy matrimony, loved ones buried and prayers for strength and courage 
whispered in the stillness of the evening hours.  
 
In the breaking of bread and pouring of wine, countless men and women have received grace 
and comfort, and have been strengthened to leave the solace of these walls and venture forth to 
share the good news of the gospel with a broken and often hurting world.  
 
We cannot know what the church will be doing 250 years from now; how the gospel will be 
taken to a world that is changing at such an incredible speed. But as we look back over the 
history of St. Peter’s we do know that this congregation has often been at the forefront of 
change in the church.  
 
In a sermon on the occasion of the re-consecration of St Peter’s in 1876, the Rev. Dr. E. E. 
Beardsley said: “It was in this parish that early, if not the earliest, steps were taken to intro-duce 
the practice of chanting and singing of anthems – steps which were met elsewhere at first with 
strong and decided objection. Under the guidance of the Rector……the young of the 
congregation were collected and trained in the species of sacred music.”  
 
St. Peter’s continues to be at the forefront of innovation in the Episcopal Church. While many 
Episcopal churches struggle with a loss of members on Sunday mornings, St. Peter’s regularly 
welcomes new families who bring their children to participate in exciting pro-grams of Christian 
education or to sing in one of the finest chorister programs in the state.  
 
As we look forward to the next 250 years St. Peter’s must be willing to conceive its identity and 
ministry in new ways in order to embrace the needs of a changing world and con-tinue to be a 
transforming presence.  
How grateful I am that you have all come to join us as we celebrate our 250th anniversary! This 
is a unique opportunity for us to begin to envision our future and lay the foundation for those 
who will engage in God’s mission as members of St Peter’s church over the next 250 years.  
 
 
Sandy Stayner  
Rector  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Beardsley, The Rev, E. E., “Privilege and Duty: The Sermon at the Reconsecretation of St. Peter’s, 
Cheshire”.  
New Haven, Charles Coan 1876  
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Welcome to St. Peter’s Today 

By Sandy and David Stayner 

 

“St. Peter’s is a community alive with the compassionate love of Christ.” 

These are the words that our parish leaders chose to describe both who we are and who 

we are becoming. 

 

We are a community with Christ at the center. 

We are a community of people who open our hearts and minds to be molded and re-formed as 

we gather together at God’s table each week to break bread and pour wine.   

We are a community that seeks to welcome every person no matter how old they are, who they 

are or where they come from.    

{We know we don’t do that perfectly but we will keep trying.} 

We are a community that is full of life, which means we are always changing and growing.  You 

only have to walk through the halls on Sunday mornings to catch the energy that is flowing 

everywhere. 

Worship is the heart of our life together.   

We listen to God’s word proclaimed in our midst;  

…we forgive each other and receive forgiveness,  

…we pray for the world and offer our thanks to God;  

…we share God’s peace – and Christ’s presence in bread and wine;  

…in hymns, psalms and spiritual songs we express our joy and share our sorrows – our music 

speaks of the beauty of God;  

…we receive strength to become Christ’s hands and feet today – God’s sons and daughters 

walking through this broken world.   

As we worship day after day, Christ is formed more deeply in each of us and in our relationships 

with each other. 

Together, we experience our unity with God. 
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We enjoy an active social life;  

We gather together to share friendship and find companions on our journeys; 

We share each other’s burdens in whatever way we can; 

We visit and pray for each other; 

We experience Christ’s love and laughter, challenges and forgiveness in our relationships with 

each other; 

Our children and young people have a great time hanging out with each other. 

We care for our property and land as gifts from God. 

We have restored our cemetery grounds – as places of welcome, reflection, and peace for 

people who have lost loved ones.  

We have restored our choir room – we hear the music of adults, children, and young people 

pour out of this light-filled space. 

We are restoring our church narthex, so that we can more easily welcome everyone into our 

lively, growing community. 

We have restored our bell tower, so that our bell can ring out and invite everyone who hears to 

share prayer with our community. 

We are slowly restoring our properties but we’re not there yet – in fact we might never finish 

because there’s always something new to do. 

We welcome children and youth, inviting them to participate fully in everything we do. 

Our basement has been transformed into colorful, welcoming, multi-faceted learning rooms for 

children and young people. 

We welcome young people to come and learn about God from the time they are in the nursery 

until they leave to go to college – and afterwards as young adults. 

We are grateful for our many, many teachers and young leaders who teach our kids about God 

and help them grow in God’s love. 

We care for the earth and the land that God has given us. 

We have created gardens all around our church that reflect the beauty of God’s creation – and 

welcome every person to come and rest awhile among beautiful flowers and plants. 

We work hard to learn more about the diversity and the needs of God’s creation – so that we 

can become better stewards of the world God has given us. 



 

[36] 

Our young people lead our community forward to find new ways to care for this earth – they 

hear God calling us  

To care for all living creatures 

 

We are life long learners; 

We gather in small groups and on Sunday mornings to learn more about God’s creation through 

the lenses of science, history and the arts 

We grow by reading and understanding the scriptures 

We learn by sharing personal stories of God’s presence in our lives; 

We share our stories across all ages – learning from each other, growing in wisdom and love.  

 

We share what we have with our neighbors and friends 

We collect food for the poor, socks and coats for the homeless;  

….serve lunch on the green in New Haven;  

…. prisoners in the Cheshire prisons;  

….collect gifts and school supplies for needy mothers and young children. 

We partner with social workers and our sister Covenant-to -care workers to help our neighbors 

We raise money to help our neighbors by selling pumpkins and serving a charity horse show – 

our money reaches neighbors in Connecticut – on a reservation in New Mexico – in Haiti and 

beyond. 

 

God’s Spirit who is always repairing, restoring, and renewing every part of creation – calls us 

forward to join  God’s work of restoration and reconciliation –  

…calls us all to reach out in God’s Spirit to walk alongside people who are suffering, broken or 

lost;  

What will St Peter’s look like over the next 250 years? 

What doors will open? 

What pathways will we walk together? 

How will we experience God’s presence? 
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How will we carry God’s renewing presence into the world? 

How will we join God’s Spirit to repair and restore the world? 

 

When I look at St. Peter’s I see a seed pod, bursting with seeds ready to explode into the world 

alive with God’s love. 

 

This is who we are on our 250th anniversary;  

….a community alive with God’s compassionate love; 

….ready to explode into the world with God’s love and God’s grace,  

….we are thankful to be alive,  

We are grateful for all that God has given us,  

We are thankful for all of the gifts that we can share. 

  

Thanks be to God!  
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St Peter’s Building Since 1960 
 
The picture on the right represents the growth of  
St. Peter’s buildings since 1839. But growth didn’t 
stop there. Listed below are the changes that have  
been made since 1960. 
 

1963     Restoration of nave to original, early 

Victorian style. Altar and altar rail moved forward. 
Screen added behind altar, creating a space for a 
small chapel. Three tablets inscribed with Ten 
Commandments placed on back wall. Organ and choir 
moved from transepts to balcony; pews replace choir 
stalls in transepts. Interior decorated and painted 
white. 
 

1964     New Casavant Freres pipe organ installed  

in balcony. 
 

1968     Old pews replaced by present (more 

comfortable ones). 
 

1985     Memorial Garden for cremains established  

In southeast corner of cemetery. 
 

1998     Parishioner donates public address system  

for the church. Narthex refurbished. 
 

2000     New parish hall, redesigned in the footprints 

Of 1951 construction except that it now connects  
Directly to the church with the north wall of the nave  
serving as the south wall of the auditorium. Former  
lower level auditorium (which had become known as  
“the pit”) floored over; auditorium and kitchen moved 
from lower level to ground level. Handicap access installed.  
Attractive classrooms created on lower level.   
 

2004     Nave and chancel repainted with cream and yellow  

tines. Chancel ceiling painted light blue. Red striping added 
to woodwork. 
 

2005     South entrance door to narthex replaced. 

 

2007     Double glazed windows installed in Education Wing. 

 

2008     Restored bell tower and bell dedicated. Rector’s  

Office moved to 2
nd

 floor, Education Wing, with second  
staff office next to it. New 2

nd
 floor bathroom added. Old  

Office refurbished as vesting room; acolyte closet added. 
 

 

 

2009     $18,250 was raised by 

congregation to restore upstairs choir 
room to its original design as a chapel. 
Inner offices removed, walls fixed and 
painted. Walls and ceiling in narthex 
fixed and painted. New floor installed 
upstairs and new tile floor to be 
installed in narthex. 
 
What of the future? What more 
changes will be made in the 21

st
 

Century? We have to decide! What will 
best serve our church which is “A 
community alive with the 
compassionate love of Christ?” 
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250th Anniversary Celebration 
 

A Talk by Charlie Waggoner 
 
 

I want to thank Sandy for allowing me to speak to you today from the pulpit.  I’ve always wanted 

to give her a dose of her own medicine. 

I was around when we had the 200th anniversary of St. Peter’s in 1960.  I was almost 11 when I 

was one of the acolytes (altar boy) at the 200th anniversary service in November 1960.  Our 

acolyte director was Henry W. Jones and he lived on the corner of Cook Hill Rd. and Half Moon 

Rd.  At the time, he was probably about my age and I considered him an old fogey, probably 

what some of my younger ushers think of me.  Our monthly newsletter and schedule always had 

a section in it – “Names in the News” – which would list acolytes who did something wrong.  Tim 

Guilford wore white socks.  Jonathan Holt lit the candles in the wrong order.  I’m happy to report 

to you that I got my name in the news for chewing gum at the 200th anniversary service.  This 

was actually a relief because now my father could get after me about chewing gum instead of 

yawning when I was an acolyte. 

When we began planning activities for our 250th year, I said to Sandy that we need to recognize 

the people who came before us at St. Peters.  Sandy said it best in her rector’s message in the 

January Key: 

“The year 2010 is a time for us to celebrate and give thanks for the many people who 

have contributed to the life and ministry of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Cheshire, 

sometimes making great personal sacrifices for the good of the parish. Without their faith 

and commitment we would not be worshipping here today.” 

 

 I want you to think of the hundreds and thousands of people who have called St. Peter’s home 

since 1760, most of whom are now gone.  Although we aren’t farmers like most of them, they 

had the same concerns and faced the same fears that we face today.  How will my children 

grow up in a changing world?  How will I provide for my family?  How will I face old age?  I need 

to say I’m sorry to someone.  How can I live out my faith in an uncertain world?  Their living 

conditions were much different than ours but I don’t think the human condition has changed 

much in the last 250 years. 

Who were some of these people? 

 Titus Moss - Jr. Warden 1858 - 1863   
 

When I was Jr. Warden, I was always trying to keep these old buildings from falling 

down.  I would look at Titus Moss’s picture and wonder what it would have been like to 

be Jr. Warden when this building was new.   
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Titus Moss was also Corporal Titus Moss; Company A, 20th Connecticut Infantry 

Regiment.  Titus Moss was killed May 3, 1863 at the Battle of Chancellorsville and 

probably was buried in a mass grave in Virginia.  There is a tablet in his memory in our 

cemetery and it says “Titus Moss Feb. 8, 1828 - May 3, 1863.  Fell faithfully serving his 

country on the fatal field of Chancellorsville where his body now lies.  Erected by his 

friends in honor of his patriotism, in admiration of his virtues, in love of his memory”. 

The captain of Company A was Timothy Guilford, Vestryman 1884 – 1897, Agent 1897 – 

1903, Jr. Warden 1897 - 1903.  Capt. Guilford wrote to the brother of Titus Moss after 

the battle of Chancellorsville and said of Titus Moss, “Always helpful toward others and 

never wanting help himself - always considerate of others and forbearing and 

maintaining a truly Christian spirit and conversation amid the demoralizing influences of 

the Camp.  He won the respect of and endeared himself to the whole company.”  The 

typical soldier in the Civil War was in his late teens or early twenties and being in the war 

would be his first experience away from home and his parents.  I have always taken this 

statement by Timothy Guilford of the good influence and positive example that Titus 

Moss at the mature age of 35 had on these young soldiers against their first experiences 

with the “demoralizing influences of the Camp” and their fears about what they faced.   

 Eri Woodbury - Teacher, Vice Principal, Principal, Episcopal Academy of Connecticut 
(now Cheshire Academy) 1865 – 1903.  Lay Reader St. Peter’s Parish Cheshire 1866 – 
1903.  Vestryman St. Peters Parish Cheshire 1897 – 1903.  Junior Warden St. Peters 
Parish Cheshire 1903 – 1921.    
 

Eri Woodbury was also a Civil War veteran, a Sergeant in the First Vermont Cavalry 

Regiment.  He was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions Oct. 19, 

1864 at the battle of Cedar Creek.  He is buried out back in our cemetery.  Eri Woodbury 

was wounded towards the close of the war and had his right hand amputated 

I asked Burt Guilford, Sr. Warden 1959 – 1962 and former mayor of Cheshire, once if, as 

a child, he remembered Eri Woodbury and he said yes.  Burt said he didn’t remember 

whether Eri Woodbury was missing a hand.  Burt said Eri Woodbury lived on Spring 

Street in Nancy Bon Signor’s old house – the large white house on the left at the top of 

the hill as you drive towards Willow Street.  Nancy (I wish I had her picture) was our 

Christian Ed director in the 1960’s & 1970’s. 

I found an old remembrance with a picture of Eri Woodbury on the Cheshire Academy 

web site.  The picture shows his body at an angle with his right hand behind his body, 

probably trying to conceal from the photographer his amputated hand from the war.  The 

remembrance says, “At the old school for 38 years, Professor Woodbury lived & labored 

and a host of boys came under his influence and instruction.  He was firm disciplinarian 

but eminently just.  Erect in figure, quick of step, stern of features, he suggested a 

soldier in his whole being.  But when sternness of features yielded to a smile, it was a 

smile expansive and winning.  He remained headmaster until his retirement in 1903 

when he was made Principal Emeritus.  Since that time he has lived in retirement on his 

farm, taking an active part in the affairs of the town and his church.  He is buried at St. 
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Peter’s Church for which he served as a vestryman and a warden”.  All Eri Woodbury did 

at his retirement at age 66 was become Jr. Warden for the next 18 years.  I guess he 

was someone who had to be busy all of the time.  

I found an interesting piece of information in our cemetery records – “Rose Emma 

Woodbury was legally adopted January 11, 1911 at the age of six by Eri Davidson 

Woodbury and his wife, Emma McChesney Woodbury…..”  At the time Eri Woodbury 

was 74 years old and Emma Woodbury was 52.  I wish we knew the circumstances of 

why two people at their late ages would adopt a six year old child. 

Eri Woodbury was a man of service to his country, the boys at school and to St. Peter’s.   

 Alice Carey.  The only picture I have of Alice Carey is a picture of her hands.  This 
picture hangs in our narthex.   
She was never a warden.  Never a vestry member.  Never a parish officer.  She lived in 

a run down house on the corner of Wallingford and Wood Pond Roads.  The house is 

still there, now renovated and a far cry from the dilapidated house that I remember in the 

1950s and 1960s.  The house hadn’t been painted in years and while it had electricity, it 

had no indoor plumbing.  Since Miss Carey was too poor to own a car so we would give 

her a ride every Sunday to church as we drove right by her house.  I remember her 

getting into the car smelling like a combination of garlic and wood smoke from her wood 

stove.  She was always eating herbs and roots or something like that, including garlic. 

Morgan Porteus, Rector of St. Peter’s Parish, Cheshire CT Oct 1, 1944 – Oct 13, 1971.  

Consecrated Suffragan Bishop of CT Oct 13, 1971, wrote a remembrance of her: 

“She was not attractive to look at.  She had a nice smile, but that was it.  Her face was 

plain.  Her hands, gnarled and full of cracks, were filled with dirt from working in Billy 

Myer’s greenhouse.  Her feet had bunions.  Other than all of that, an indeed in spite of it 

all, she was one of the few truly beautiful people I have ever known.  Poor, hard working, 

she gave more in time and cash to the church than could ever be imagined.  Sixty years 

a church school teacher, often a class would ask that she be their teacher the next year, 

and so on and on.  She prepared Lenten suppers, taking a full day away from work with 

no pay, to raise money for missions.  Her faith was quiet, her attendance regular.  Her 

life was a simple living of her faith in that one Christ.  There were no crosses or symbols 

in her home, but it was evident that He lived in her – and so He lived in her funny little 

house and I often found him there.” 

I remember Miss Carey teaching fourth grade girls Sunday school and I find it 

remarkable that as the school year ended, the girls would want her to be their teacher 

next year.  How did a poor old maid 80 years old who lived in a run down old house 

relate to the modern 10 year old girl in 1960? 

When Bishop Porteus was here for our bell ringing ceremony a few years ago he said that when 

he was rector, they determined that the only person in St. Peter’s who tithed was Alice Carey.  

Think about that one for a minute – the poorest member of the church was the only one who 

tithed.  That makes my excuses look pretty feeble. 
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I wish I had more time to speak about other people like Charlie Ward, Jane Lint’s grandfather, 

who was sexton, treasurer, head usher and manager of the cemetery & grounds all at the same 

time.  Or our first woman Sr. Warden Helen Bray and principal of Chapman School.  When 

Helen was older she started using a cane.  I asked her one day if that was the cane she used to 

beat the kids at school.  She shook the cane at me and said, “You better be careful that I don’t 

beat you with it”.  Or our only woman Jr. Warden Mabel Parker, whose daughter Lucie was my 

classmate from nursery school to high school.   

I wish I was able to speak about the many more people of whom there is very little to no record, 

names that are now nothing but a whisper. 

When I think of these people, deceased parishioners of our church, the fourth verse of “For All 

the Saints” comes to mind: 

 O blest communion, fellowship divine 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine 

Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

And we are one with them because of our common faith in Christ and our love of St. Peter’s 

Church. 

 

There is one more picture that I want to show you: 

 Charles Waggoner Jr., Jr. Warden 1997 – 2002 
What do you think someone might say about him in 50 or 100 years?  More importantly, what do 

you think someone might say about us, the present congregation at St. Peter’s, in 50 or 100 

years?  Will someone hold us up as a group and say like Sandy that we were people who have 

contributed to the life and ministry of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Cheshire, sometimes 

making great personal sacrifices for the good of the parish?  Do you think that some of us 

individually will be spoken about as I spoke about Titus Moss, Eri Woodbury and Alice Carey?  

Will someone say that we made a difference?  If you don’t like the answer to those questions 

then do something about it.  There are plenty of activities and ministries you can participate in at 

this church.  If you participate in one join another.  St Peters is a place where you can make a 

difference. 

I will leave these pictures on the table in front of the pulpit so you can see what these people 

looked like.  Some are buried in our cemetery and I will be happy to show their graves to 

anyone who is interested. 

A few weeks ago Sandy asked me if I would speak after lunch today for the 250th anniversary 
program and of course I said yes. Then she said that she was going to slot me in the program 
after Bishop Porteus was through speaking. I said, “That’s great. Put me after the guy who has 
given over 2,000 sermons and speeches in his career.” 
It took me a while to decide what to speak about and I finally settled on my recollections of 
growing up in St. Peter’s during the 1950’s and 1960’s. I’ll probably throw in some recent 
memories too. 
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My earliest memory of St. Peter’s was sitting in one of the back pews as a little old boy with my 
parents. Things haven’t changed much because I see young parents today sitting in the back 
with their toddlers. The service wasn’t much fun for me then but crawling around on the floor 
was. I remember sitting on the kneelers with my back leaning against the front of the pew 
thinking that everyone who was important up by the altar couldn’t see me. While I hadn’t learned 
that church is serious, I did learn that it can be fun. 
 
I have three recollections that are tied for my second oldest memory. One is being in the little 
bathroom under the stairs that go up to the newly renovated choir room. There is a little window 
in that bathroom and at the time it looked out into the space that separated the church and the 
old parish house – we used to call it the slot. I could never figure out how to get in that space 
and I always wanted to get in there. This made me learn there are some places that we aren’t 
supposed to go. 
 
Tied for my second oldest memory is what would happen after the 4 PM Christmas Eve service. 
All of us kids were excited about Santa Claus and we all wanted to get home. But first we had to 
go downstairs in the old parish house – the pit as we called it later. On the table was a big cake 
and all of us, adults too, would sing happy birthday to Jesus. Although I was too young to 
understand, I think this was the start of laying the foundation for me to appreciate the best gift at 
Christmas. 
 
Also tied for my second oldest memory was the first person in a long line of Sunday school 
teachers. My oldest memory of a Sunday school teacher is of Emma Guilford. She was the 
mother of Jane Harper and her brothers Fitch and Burt. She taught Sunday school in what is 
now the newly renovated choir room and at the time it was, as it is now, a big open room. 
I don’t remember what Emma Guilford looked like or how she talked. I remember that she was 
an old lady but I’ve always had good feelings about her because I liked her. 
 
After a while, probably about the second grade, Sunday school in each grade was split up into 
an all girls class and a separate all boys class. That was OK with me. Later, maybe like eighth 
grade, boys and girls were put back together into one class and that was OK with me too. 
I had wonderful Sunday school teachers: 
 
Wes Harper taught fourth grade boys Sunday school. I thought it was funny that he didn’t teach 
classes for his daughters. Later I began to realize with a wife and four daughters he probably 
needed a little male companionship. 
 
Bob and Vivian Berner taught 9th grade Sunday school and class was in the old cafeteria in 
Humiston School. I remember them taking us ice skating one Sunday afternoon in New Haven 
at an outside rink and then we went to their house for supper. After supper we watched 
the Beatles on the Ed Sullivan show. 
 
In high school, Norm and Bev Maconi were our youth group leaders and we would meet at their 
house. The discussions were wide open and far ranging but Norm & Bev probably reined us in 
when we drifted too far. 
 
I’ll bet our Sunday school teachers today are just as influential on their students as my Sunday 
school teachers were on me. 
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Back in those days only boys were acolytes and only girls were in the Jr. Choir. I became an 
acolyte in about the third grade and continued all through high school. Starting out as an acolyte 
was nerve racking because after training I didn’t want to make a mistake. Trainees always 
started at the 11:00 service. At the time there was the 8:00 service which was just like today – 
no music and always the Eucharist – short & sweet. The 9:15 service was the family Eucharist 
service with the Jr. Choir and the 11:00 service was always Morning Prayer with the Sr. Choir.  
 
The 11:00 service was lightly attended and acolyte responsibilities were less for Morning 
Prayer so that’s where you started as an acolyte. Once you proved yourself then you got a 
chance at the 9:15 service. I remember being a teenager and it was the first Sunday for the new 
organ. We used to process from the side door, not down the center aisle, and while standing on 
the old balcony in the parish house waiting for the procession to begin, I never saw the rector so 
nervous. He told me he was nervous because of the new organ and he was pacing all around. I 
don’t know what he thought was going to happen.  

Once the organ started playing he was OK and he calmed down. I like to think that I helped him 
get through that ordeal by being steady. 

Being an acolyte was a wonderful experience for me. It taught me about the Book of Common 
Prayer and the proper way that we should worship God in church. It also taught me to be 
comfortable in front of people. Another lesson I learned at St. Peter’s is not to sweat the small 
stuff. As a teenager, I used to help count the collection after church. The number of envelopes 
was much larger than today because all of the kids had envelopes. One time the portion of the 
envelopes I had counted had 25 cents less than what it should have had. I was petrified about 
going up to Dave Flood, the treasurer at the time, but I meekly told him, “Mr. Flood I’m 25 cents 
too short”. He looked at me, reached into his pocket, gave me a quarter and said, “Kid, now 
you’re not short”. That taught me some monumental problems aren’t so monumental and that 
you don’t slam someone who has always done a good job for a one time mistake. 
 
When I went off to college I stopped going to church for several years as it become more 
important to sleep in Sunday mornings after Saturday night parties. After I got married in 1974, I 
started coming to St Peters again – not every Sunday but enough so that people noticed I was 
back.  
 
 Everyone here said they were happy to see me and nobody asked “where have you 
been for the last 7 years”. Then one day in early September, Cynthia Jensen (I didn’t know who 
she was at the time) came up to me and said, “You look young, big & strong”. I thought to 
myself, “Yeah, I’m young, big and strong”. Then came the hook, “Well, we have this horse show 
and we need strong guys like you.” So I asked her when I would be needed and she said 
Sunday afternoon. My first reaction was shock because that’s when the Giants play on TV but I 
agreed to help. I discovered that working with everyone at the horse show was more fun than 
the Giants game. I think that’s because we were really doing God’s work. And that was the real 
start of my getting involved in this place as an adult. 
 
I haven’t traveled as widely as many of you but I did go to London once. I visited Westminster 
Abbey, St. Paul’s and Canterbury Cathedral. I’ve visited the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
Trinity Church Wall Street and attended church at St. Thomas Fifth Avenue in New York City. 
To me, all of these places take a back seat to St. Peter’s, Cheshire. Sure these other churches 
have more magnificent and more beautiful buildings. Their organs are more impressive than 
ours and they have 10 times the stained glass windows than our building.  
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The church buildings are never the church. Our buildings simply house St. Peter’s Church. The 
membership, united by a common faith, is the Church. While I’ve certainly been lucky to grow 
up and learn about God in this beautiful and historic country church building, the best part was 
doing this with the people whom I met along the way and with whom I’ve been united by our 
common faith. 
 
I’ve always thought a church is like a baseball team. Both a church and a baseball team are a 
group of people working towards a common goal. The members of a baseball team are 
basically the same from one year to the next except a few guys from last year are gone while 
there are a few new ones this year. After 25 years, all of the members of the team have 
changed but it is still the same team. That’s how it’s been with this church for 250 years and I 
think that’s how it will always be. The members change but St. Peter’s still functions as St. 
Peter’s. One hope of mine is that I make it another 25 years and that I am asked and I am able 
to speak at an event like this for the 275th anniversary. I know the members of the team here 
will be much different than today so I figure I can use this same speech and no one will know 
that it’s a repeat. 
 
Thank you 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Bishop Porteus listens intently as Charlie Waggoner reflects on his years at 

St. Peter’s Church. 
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St. Peter’s in America 
 
Talk given by Thomas W. Peters, Senior Warden 2003-08, on the occasion of 
the Celebration of St. Peter’s 250th anniversary on November 7, 2010. 

     Ana has focused on the early colonial history of our parish when we were still a part of 

England.  It is my pleasure to begin the story of St. Peter’s in America  and tell you about two 

individuals who had a large impact on St. Peter’s as well as on the larger Diocese of 

Connecticut, and thus arguably upon the Episcopal Church in the United States: Rev. Reuben 

Ives and Rev. E. E. Beardsley. 

 

     Following the departure of the loyalist, Rev. Samuel Andrews, St. Peter’s saw fit to call one 

of its own to be its new rector, Reuben Ives.  Rev. Ives had grown up in the house where 

Joseph Moss had first begun reading Morning Prayer in 1760.4  When Ives became our rector 

in 1788, it was a very exciting period in the history of the Episcopal Church in America.  Only 

recently, Samuel Seabury of Connecticut had returned from Scotland, ordained as America’s 

first bishop.  One of Seabury’s first goals was to establish an “Episcopal Academy” at which 

potential future priests could be educated.  While Stratford and Wallingford were considered the 

most likely locations, ultimately Cheshire was chosen in 1794 even though it was the smallest of 

the three towns.  It was centrally located in the diocese, and the “most pleasing site” atop a hill 

which the town of Cheshire offered was right across the street from the church.  In addition, 

Reverend Ives and his parishioners were able to gain the support of the many in the town of 

Cheshire.  Among the 30 individuals who stepped forward with pledges to purchase the land for 

the Academy were some members of the Congregational Society.5  For the next hundred years 

or so, the connection between the Academy and the Parish was reflected by shared leadership 

(clergy and laity) and in the use of the sanctuary for large gatherings of the Academy 

community. 

 

      In addition to securing the location of the Episcopal Academy in Cheshire, Rev. Ives was a 

leader in the diocese in many other regards.  In those days before there was a cathedral for the 

diocese, St. Peter’s hosted the Diocesan Convention at least four times during his tenure.  Ives 

also introduced the practice of chanting the psalms and the singing of anthems by a choir at St. 

Peter’s, an innovation not without controversy in Puritan New England.  The parish thrived 

under his leadership for 32 years, membership growing to such a point that they decided to add 

a steeple to the tiny wooden structure.  Bishop Seabury was apparently a little taken aback 

                                                
 

4
 Helen E. Bray, St. Peter’s Church: An Informal History. 5. 

5
 Marian Moore Coleman, The Cheshire Academy: The First Twelve Decades, 7.  E. E. Beardsley, in his 1839 

historical sermon( cited later in this talk), said that “Some of these proprietors were from the Congregational 
Society; but by far the greatest majority were Episcopalians.” 



 

[47] 

when he heard of the plans.  Noting the small size of the building, he wryly noted that, “They 

had better build a church to their steeple.”6 

 

     It fell to a later leader of St. Peter’s to deal with the small rickety structure, a structure so 

rickety that the rector who came after Ives was said to have “looked up at the church structure 

shaken by the wind during the service, hurriedly grasped his hat and left the building!”7  When 

Rev. Eben Edwards Beardsley arrived in 1835, having walked from the train station in Meriden, 

he was struck by “a locality beautiful by nature, with a picturesque landscape stretching 

between the Blue Hills on one side, and the ‘mountain wooded to the peak’ on the other.  He 

found indeed eager and earnest souls that welcomed him for the truth’s sake.”  As he 

approached, he thought the church with its steeple looked like an idyllic cathedral, “but the 

enchantment diminished as you drew near.” 8  Beardsley soon realized that the structure was in 

bad repair.  He began his ministry as a deacon at St. Peter’s before becoming ordained as a 

priest and accepting the call to be our rector.  In 1839, heeding the lesson taught in “The Three 

Little Pigs,” he led the effort to build a house of worship made of brick instead of wood or straw.  

This structure has stood the test of time.  It is the same one you are sitting in currently, from 

roughly the first pew back to the doors to the narthex. 

 

     The story of the building of the church is one of the favorites among those of us who love this 

place and this parish family.  It cost $4000 to build.  Pledges ranged from $5 to $400.  Rev. 

Beardsley agreed to forego his salary for 2 years.  Among those who pledged were members of 

the Congregational Church in town.  The 126,000 bricks needed were carted from the brickyard 

in North Haven, many of them in the carts of parishioners who made the journey week after 

week.9 

 

     On the last Sunday before the wooden church was torn down, Rev. Beardsley preached 

words appropriate for us to consider today as we celebrate the history of St. Peter’s: 

 

Remember by whose hands these walls were reared and whose voices they had again and 

again echoed.  Remember, while building anew to the Lord, the gratitude which you owe to 

generations that are past…..Keep perpetually in view the men of other days, ‘the men who 

reared this arch and framed this pile’.  Acquaint your children with the history of the past and the 

present…..Remember, too, the lessons of duty and holiness which have been taught you in this 

sanctuary….Oh, forget it not!  Remember the strivings of the Holy Spirit.”10 

 

                                                
 

6
 E. E. Beardsley, Historical Sermon, Delivered in St. Peter’s Church, Cheshire, July 28

th
, 1839; It Being The Last 

Sunday on Which Divine Service was Performed in the Old Church, 11. 
7
 E. E. Beardsley, Loving the Habitation of God’s House: A Sermon Delivered at the Re-Opening of St. Peter’s Church, 

Cheshire. January 16, 1890, 15. 
8
 E. E. Beardsley, Good Deeds for the House of God: A Discourse Delivered at the Re-Opening of St. Peter’s Church, 

Cheshire, After Extensive Improvements, November 9
th

, 1864, 12. 
9
 Bray, 13. 

10Rev.  E. E. Beardsley, 1839, as quoted in Bray, 15. 
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Rev. Beardsley served St. Peter’s from 1835 to 1841, and then served for a brief time as the 

Headmaster of the Academy before returning to St. Peter’s for four more years in 1844.  He 

went on to found St. Thomas’ in New Haven where he served for 43 more years.  Many other 

clerics turned to him for advice, and he became a passionate advocate for understanding the 

history of diocese.  He was described in one tribute as “a wise and compassionate man, of great 

dignity, integrity and kindness….”11  When asked if didn’t think he would be better off serving as 

rector of some more prestigious place such as Trinity Church in New York, he simply replied, 

“Well, sir, I’m not so sure about that.”12 

 

Today we see a church building shaped 

by many various and sundry additions, 

but it seems that the quality of the 

individuals who have made up this 

parish have remained remarkably 

similar: a devotion to our neighbors and 

to each other and a desire to worship 

the Lord in ways both old and new.   

 

A little more than a hundred years after 

Mr. Beardsley stepped off the train in 

Meriden and walked to Cheshire, 

another young aspiring cleric with 

similar values and appreciation for the 

history of God’s mission in Connecticut 

stepped off the bus from Torrington and 

Waterbury and crossed the threshold of 

this church.  His time of service here as 

rector was exceeded in length only by 

Reuben Ives.   

 

 

His name is Morgan Porteus, and he is 

here next to tell us about his 

experiences among us. 

  

                                                
 

11
 Bray, 14. 

12
 Rev. Oliver Raftery, 1910, as quoted in Bray, 14. 

 
 

Thom Peters 

November 7, 2010 
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Remarks by the Right Reverend Morgan Porteus  
 

Rector of St. Peters Church, 1944 - 1971 

Bishop Suffragan of Connecticut, 1971- 1975, Bishop Coadjuter, 1975 - 1977  

XI Bishop of Connecticut, 1977 - 1981 

At the celebration of the 250th anniversary of St. Peters Church, November 7,2010 

 

It was October 1944 when I, as a young priest of four months, as green as anyone could 

ever be, arrived to be the rector of St. Peter's Church in Cheshire. What I came to know 

about the church and what the church is, I learned from that day on from the people of 

this parish 

 

When I came to Cheshire, I found a lovely farming community of under 5,000 people. 

The Congregational Church was THE church. The Roman Catholic Church was a 

mission. The Diocesan records said St. Peter's Parish had 250 communicants. But, 

after searching for about 6 weeks, I found maybe a 100. Some had moved away as far 

as California and never removed their names.  

 

Dr. Howell was my predecessor. He had been a missionary in Japan at a time when the 

missionary was the boss. That relationship didn't sit very well with the people here. So 

some younger people turned to the Congregational Church - some people just stayed 

home. Pledges dwindled. Dr. Howell had a hard time - but, after all, you might say he 

was only one-third rector here for he also had to receive one-third of his remuneration 

from the Reformatory and one-third from Cheshire Academy.  

 

He was a very fine man, and I got to know him, and I was sorry that things went badly for 

him here. But for me, it meant that the only way to go was up. The parish in 1944 had a 

budget that was under $5,000. In 1945, it was not much better. The Vestry was all men, 

the majority of whom were ... well, over 60. They didn't seem to want to talk very much. 

They met quarterly until I came. On any vote, they all waited to see what the Senior 

Warden would say, and he, Jim Lanyon (who ultimately was Town Clerk for 59 years in 

Cheshire), was very, very brief in whatever he said; but his opinion was definite! I was 

scared to death of him, and I am sure they probably were too. The meetings were short, 

just hearing necessary reports. There was very little planning for the future.  

 

The Women's Guild owned the church balcony. Alice Carey owned the closet under the 

stairs in the front rooms. Charlie Ward, who looked like Santa Claus, was the sexton and 

the treasurer. He became my best friend. The church fair was the selling of aprons made 

by the Women's Guild. The church interior was dark and uninteresting and uninviting. 

When the Dean of the cathedral, Louis Hirshon, came to preach, he looked at it and said, 

"How can anybody find religion here?"  
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When I arrived, I decided that I would join the parish. So the worship and the budget and 

everything else did not change very much. I decided I ought to become one with the 

people I came to serve rather than make changes. I found over the course of time the 

feeling of being accepted, and that I was at home.  

 

Around 1949 or 1950, the town began to grow. Being situated between Routes 84 and 95 

brought lots and lots of people here. We got a few new people and so decided to divide 

the town into calling districts in order to become a welcoming community. It began to 

payoff.  

 

It was very obvious that we couldn't survive as a parish here continuing as we were. So I 

decided that our future program should have two main themes: one - Christian Education, 

more than a Sunday School but something where the kids and their parents could come 

together and worship and study; and, secondly, the Liturgy, in order to become a 

community through our worship.  

 

So first of all the Church School: the Church School the first year I was here numbered 

maybe 10 kids. Alice Carey and Emma Guilford were the main staff. Mary Lounsbury 

played the organ. We began with a short service. Our three or four classes met in the 

church.  

 

About the second year, we had doubled in size. It was then we decided to make the 9:30 

service something for adults as well - to make it what we called a "family service." It was 

slow going - but the Harlows came and then the Earl Sampsons - and then the idea 

began to take hold. Helen Bray, our organist who had come from the Congregational 

Church, was a teacher at Humiston School and later principal of Chapman School, 

offered to run the church school for us. She took on the whole program. Together we 

found materials. She did the teacher training. We worked out programs, and we worked 

out services. We had a junior choir.Things began to happen. We could not have made it 

without Helen. Her dedication was total, and the program obviously attracted people. And 

it worked! More kids came, families came, space was now as a real problem. So we 

appealed to the town, and the town let us rent Humiston School. We began to think of 

building, but it was slow coming.  So we decided to redecorate the church. Under 

Peg Hayden, an artist, we really spruced it up and made it look very attractive.  

 

Then the announcement came from the diocese that the national church had a new 

program for Christian Education called the Seabury Series. Three of us went to the 

meeting in St. Paul's Church in New Haven where Dr. Heuss, who was head of the 

Christian Education Committee for the national church, was to present the program to us. 

We all yawned at the thought of going because most of these meeting never proved to be 

very much at all.  

 

From the minute he began to speak, we realized that something very important and 

exciting and wonderful was about to happen to Christian Education. So we bought into 
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the program completely from the very beginning. The materials were exciting and well 

presented, the things given to teachers to help them as teacher training were excellent. 

We asked teachers to meet every two weeks for training. It was hard work and took a lot 

of their time; but the creative work, the excellent kind of teaching, and the response of 

people was such that it made it all very important. That was when we first began to have 

an adult class. It was a large class and met with Norman Graf over at Humiston School, 

and it turned out to be one of the great things in our program.  

 

As we continued to grow, we formed a Christian Education Committee, and ultimately 

over 30 people volunteered for it. We used to meet monthly at Freddie Burrall's house on 

Ridgeview Place. Sometimes the meetings would last until midnight. Everybody was 

concerned. Everybody contributed. There were all kinds of ideas. It was a whole new 

program that was being started. 

 

Finally, we began to think about a parish house. All we could do financially was the 

simple building that some of you will remember. It was simply a great hole in the ground; 

but it was a beginning, and we had the feeling it was our own! And now, what a wonderful 

reconstruction Ed Saad has done for you!  

 

Helen led the church school for about 20 years. Then along came a young woman whose  

husband was a student at Yale Divinity School. Her name was Tina Eastridge. She was 

vital and full of ideas. She was hired for half-time, but spent the whole time here with us. 

People got to know her. The teachers got to know her, the kids got to love her; the 

program really began to grow all over again. She was artistic, she had projects, she could 

tell stories, and so she became the full-time director here. Half way through the time that 

she was here, Nancy BonSignor wanted to be a part of it; and when Tina left, Nancy took 

over and did the same kind of creative, artistic things that had made the church school 

exciting and wonderful. 

 

As we grew in this whole program, we had a series of curates who came. The most 

important one for me was Steve Gushee, whose four years here were some of the best 

years of my life in the ministry. Making Christian Education a major thrust attracted 

people. All of a sudden the choir which always sang at 11:00 o'clock decided to rebel and 

came to sing at the 9:00 0' clock service!  

 

All the people who contributed to this program are the ones who receive the credit for 

what occurred - how the Church School grew and the place that it played in the life of this 

parish.  

 

The second area was Liturgy. In seminary I came to believe that the Liturgy underlay all 

that we do as a church; that it is the center of our life, of coming together, where we are 

one with each other. I'm an old Morning Prayer person, and this was a Morning Prayer 

parish. I didn't change anything for four or five years because I thought it was important to 

know who the people were. In the early 1950's though I met Jim Pike, who was then at 
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Columbia and later Dean of the Cathedral in New York, and later Bishop of California. He 

was a vital preacher and original in all that he did. He came to Wellfleet, Cape Cod, 

where we vacationed, and decided we ought to have a chapel there - and so came St. 

James the Fisherman*, which seats 200 people. On a Sunday morning there was 

standing room only - with 50 or 60 people standing outside.  

 

Jim made the Eucharist central as is seen by the fact that the altar is in the middle of the 

building so everybody is gathered around it. We used the 1928 Prayer Book, of course. 

He never tried to change it, never substituted things; but he talked and preached about 

what Eucharist was. He helped us understand what the meaning of the words in the 

service were. And then together we searched for how in some way we could demonstrate 

that meaning by the actions we took - and so more and more people began to take part. It 

was simple, it was exciting, it was wonderful- it was real. At this time, the Episcopal 

Church began Prayer Book revision. The Chapel became an experimental center 

because we could have an influence on visitors who came from around the United States. 

Shortly thereafter I became a member of the Standing Liturgical Commission and served 

for seven years.  

 

When I came home each year from a great vacation on the Cape and being with Jim at 

St. James Chapel, there were great qualms here as to what I was going to change next. 

So we worked out a formula: I would try something new and if they didn't like it after three 

weeks, we would stop. The first three things went well. The fourth didn't go well, and we 

stopped. And after that, there was no question but that we had come to trust each other. 

So our Liturgy continued to change and become more meaningful.  

 

How to make the service what we all do together was the chief aim that we had in dealing 

with the liturgy. It's not the clergy that make it, it's not a group of spectators that come, it's 

the family that gathers with the priest as celebrant and the prayers of the people and the 

readings being done by the community itself. By now we were Eucharistically centered, 

but we also composed special services of our own, for example at Rogation time and at 

Halloween. We had liturgical conferences for the parish and the Diocese every year 

where Dr. Shepard and Dr. Guthrie and Dr. Price, leaders of prayer book revision in the 

Episcopal Church, came and gave programs which were very important for the parish 

and the Diocese. We were one of the first two parishes in the Diocese to have the Easter 

Even liturgy with Bishop Hutchens, who came to celebrate with us. So when the new 

prayer book finally came out, people said, "I thought we were going to have a new prayer 

book? We've been doing these things for a long time."  

 

Some time in this whole period, we were notified that the roof of the church was in bad 

shape, and so it was completely removed and rebuilt. All the old timbers were given to 

Hopkins Grammar School down in New Haven, where they form the frame of the small, 

little, wooden chapel there.  

 

As we continued to grow, the church on Sunday mornings was full. The transepts came 
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back into being. We used chairs and a few old pews. It was obvious that we needed to do 

something about the interior space of the church. We decided to restore it - not to its 

original self, because the transepts and the chancel were added later, but to the essence 

of what the church was like when it was built. There was moderate interest in doing that 

until one day a man said to me, "I think our family will have to find another place to 

worship because when we come, we have to sit in the transepts and can't see the table, 

and that's very important to us." So I asked him to speak at the coffee hour and he did. 

Immediately the Wardens called a special Vestry meeting and we began ... and the 

results you see about you.  

 

The organ in this church was designed by Mr. Huntington Byles, the organist at Trinity 

New Haven. When it came to dealing with the inside of the church, the Rev. Dr. Cannon 

West from the Cathedral in New York City designed what you see regarding the place of 

the table, etc. The table here was made by Mr. Dressel, who lived up the street. Roswell 

Barrett designed the screen. We enlarged the balcony for the choir, and Herb Richman 

came to be the organist and choirmaster with Martha Porter his assistant - and we had a 

fabulous music program.  

 

Just after the building was done, it was my time to leave - so I served from October 1, 

1944 to Oct. 11, 1971. Being a bishop has been a great honor, but my life really is here 

as a member of this parish family and where my three sons were born.  

 

So finally what is a parish anyway. It took me all of 27 years here to learn. We began to 

understand that we were more than an institution. All in all, a parish is about how we each 

tell our individual stories to one another. That's what builds a family over a long time. In 

the long run, Christian Education and the Liturgy did that for us as we became faithful and 

patient and able to listen as well as to speak. So laity and clergy forgot themselves as 

such and came together through years of learning together and learning to trust each 

other.  

 

A parish of people is more than a denominational, or diocesan, or prayer book institution. 

A parish is a group of people walking together in a new and expanding oneness through 

worship and hospitality without having to worry about rules or cannons, but in trusting 

each other in the love of Christ in whom each has found himself or herself above the 

worries we have of being worthy. Giving to each other naturally and walking together, we 

came to share everything with each other. We laughed and cried together, we applauded 

and booed together, we gathered not for ritual only, but to celebrate through ritual our 

oneness with each other day by day. We became a community, a family with Christ. It is 

in each other that we found Him; and it is in discovering each other that He creates 

community - belonging to each other in Him. That is how we became a parish, and that is 

how you exhibit being a parish today.  

 

You and Sandy are something else! God bless you and her! God bless our bishop! God 

bless St. Peter's Church forever!  
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Celebration of the 250th Anniversary of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Cheshire, Connecticut 

 

Sermon - Ian T. Douglas 

7 November, 2010 

All Saints 

 

(Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18; Psalm 149; Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31) 

 

In the name of the one, holy and triune God. 

 
Paul (or a follower of Paul) writes to the Christians 
at Ephesus: “I have heard of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you. . .”   
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and do 
not cease to give thanks for you.   
 
Who are the saints in your life?  Who are those who 
have gone before you in the faith of the Lord Jesus 
here at St. Peter’s over the last two and a half 
centuries?  Can you name them, or have their 
memories been lost to history?  For whom might 
you give thanks this day, this 250th anniversary?    
And what is a saint anyway? 
I remember my first day of work in July 1984 as the 
new Associate for Overseas leadership 
Development at the Episcopal Church Center (the 

national headquarters of The Episcopal Church) in 
New York City.  I had just returned two weeks earlier from serving as a missionary in the 
Episcopal Church of Haiti.  I was young, I was suffering from culture shock being back in the 
United States, and I was beginning my first professional adult job. 
 
When I got off of the elevator on the 8th floor of The Church Center, looking for my new office, I 
found myself staring right into something called the Emery Resource Center.  Not knowing 
where to go, I inquired of the ancient looking woman behind the desk in the Resource Center as 
to where my office might be.  The woman, who I later learned was Avis Harvey, smiled a smile 
which seemed at once so kind and also a tad bit fun-loving, took me by the hand (literally) and 
said:  “Come on, son, I’ll show you the way.”  And over the next two years, Avis indeed showed 
me the way. 

Each day at lunch I would sit with Avis in her Emery Resource Center.  And as I learned Avis’ 
story, I learned about what it meant to be a Christian; I learned what it meant to be a missionary, 
I learned what it meant to be a saint.  You see Avis, who was then over 80 years old, had 
dedicated her whole life to serving God’s mission.  As a young women she became involved in 
the missionary outreach of The Episcopal Church through what was then known as the 
Woman’s Auxiliary (or more specifically the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Board of Missions of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.)  I learned from Avis that the Woman’s Auxiliary, 
under the leadership of Mary Frances Emery, and her sister Julia Chester Emery (thus the 
name of the Emery Resource Center) was the largest source of mission education, mission 

Bishop Ian T. Douglas 
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promotion, and missionary support, particularly through the United Thank Offering, in the history 
of the Episcopal Church.  I learned that because of the Woman’s Auxiliary more women than 
men had served as missionaries on the Western Frontier of the U.S. and in the foreign fields of 
The Episcopal Church.  And I learned from Avis that at the heart of mission was God’s restoring, 
reconciling action in the world.   

Avis, who died about a decade ago in her mid 90’s is one of the saints for whom I give thanks.  
In Avis I found a Christian sister of deep faith and incredible strength, who as a missionary 
worker, a deaconess, and an early feminist who never married, gave her life to Christ and 
Christ’s mission in the world.  Unheralded, unseen, and often underappreciated, Avis lived the 
Christian missionary vocation given to all of us in our baptism. 

And what is that missionary vocation that we are given in our baptism?  It is none other than to 
join in God’s mission to restore all people to unity to God and each other in Christ.  Our baptism 
is our commission, co-mission, in God’s mission.   

So what does God’s mission look like?  What does it mean to be restored to unity with God and 
each other in Christ?  Jesus’ teachings that we heard in our Gospel this morning, commonly 
known as the Beatitudes, gives us a profound insight, a glimpse, into God’s will for a restored, 
reconciled world.   

Jesus says to the disciples and the crowd gathered:  Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God.  Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.  Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you will laugh.  And blessed are you who are hated, marginalized, and 
oppressed for you will receive great reward.   

And then Jesus continues on in what appears to be the converse:  Woe to you who are rich, for 
you have received your consolation.  Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.  Woe 
to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. Woe to you who speak well of you 
for that is what they do to false prophets.”   

What is Jesus saying in this seemingly grand reversal of the ways of the world?  Is he saying: 
Don’t worry those of you who are poor, hungry and abused for in the end you will win.  And 
watch out, you who have everything, for God is going to getcha.  It’s almost as if Jesus is some 
kind of ancient Robin Hood, steeling from the rich and giving to the poor.  Is this really what is 
going on in the beatitudes?  I do not think so. 

The key to understanding the beatitudes is not in the blessings and woes, but in the verses that 
follow.  Jesus says to those gathered around him, both his disciples and the multitude he had 
just healed from disease and unclean spirits:  Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, bless those who curse you and pray for those who abuse you.  . . . Do to others as you 
would have them do unto you.”  Do to others as you would have them do unto you. 

The vision Jesus is holding out here for his disciples, and for us who follow Jesus today, is the 
vision of right relation with God and one another.  And the way to that right relation is by doing 
to others as we would have others do unto us.  Jesus is inviting us here to cross the boundaries 
of division, alienation, and separation that distance us from each other; that distance us from 
God.  He is inviting us into that place where we are restored to unity with God and each other in 
Christ.  As we do to others as we would have them do to us, we participate in God’s restoring, 
reconciling mission.   
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But we can’t do this by ourselves, of our own free will.  Sin being what it is, when given the 
chance we will turn our backs on God and on our neighbors.  If it is solely up to us and our own 
efforts then it is almost impossible to do to others as we would have them do to us.   

But the Good News is that it is not solely up to us.  It is up to God.  God’s love for the world, for 
all humanity and creation, is so overwhelming that God will not leave us alone.  God seeks after 
us, and finds us.  In Jesus, fully human and fully divine, God crosses the boundaries of division, 
alienation, and separation that distance us from God and from each other.  In Jesus, God gives 
us the promise of a new creation, a new reign where the poor and the rich, the hungry and the 
full, those who laugh and those who cry, will be brought into a new relationship, a right-
relationship with God and each other.  This is the vision of the beatitudes.  It is nothing less than 
the invitation and the reality to live in God’s restored, reconciled creation in Jesus through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  The beatitudes call us to join in God’s mission to restore all people to 
unity with God and each other in Christ. 

Living and witnessing to God’s restoring and reconciling mission in the world is as real today as 
it has been for the countless sisters and brothers who have gone before you here at St. Peter’s 
over the last 250 years.  Like Paul in his letter to the Ephesians, we can celebrate this wonderful 
anniversary saying: I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and your love to all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks.  And for this reason I, we, do not cease 
to give thanks. 

Let us give thanks for all those saints with big names who have gone before us in God’s 
mission, for those who are easily remembered here at St. Peter’s such as your founding fathers: 
Joseph Moss and The Rev. Ruben Ives, or The Rt. Rev. Jackson Kemper first missionary 
bishop of The Episcopal Church educated at your Episcopal Academy here in the early 18th 
century, and for Bishop Porteus (here with us this morning) your beloved former rector and 
Bishop of Connecticut.  But let us also recall the saints who have served God’s mission whose 
names have been lost through the years.  Those, who like Avis Harvey, never made it into the 
history books and archives because they were women, or because they were not ordained.  
Those who, nourished around this table with God’s word and sacrament, tirelessly and faithfully 
through the centuries extended God’s mission to restore all people to unity with God and each 
other in Christ. 

Thanks be to God for all the saints who have gone before us.  And thanks be to God for inviting 
us to continue in God’s restoring, reconciling mission today and on into the future.  As we 
reaffirm our co-mission with God in the baptismal covenant, let us recommit ourselves and St. 
Peter’s to God mission for the next 250 years.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  



 

[57] 

St. Peter’s Church Clergy 
2010 

 

The Rev. Sandra H. Stayner 

Rector 

David Stayner 

Associate Priest 

Raynor Anderson 

Associate Priest Retired 

Deacon Rev. Kyle Pedersen 

Deacon 

"The preaching that this world needs most is the sermons in shoes that are walking with 
Jesus Christ." ~ D.L. Moody 

Amy Spagana 

Seminarian 

Andrew Barnett 

Seminarian 
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The Staff of St. Peter’s Church 
2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Martha Blume 

Director of Christian 

Education 

Kim Clarke 

Parish  

Administrator 

June Hale 

Music director 

Stacy Hamilton 

Office Assistant 

Walk into our office and you are greeted with a smile, a warm welcome and a “How can I help 

you.”  

Watch our children and young people scampering to and from Sunday school or from a special 

activity.  
Witness the joy in the parishioners and choirs on a Sunday morning or at one of the many 

musical presentations throughout the liturgical calendar.  
 

And you will know you are at St. Peter’s Church in Cheshire and you will know that one or more 

of our staff is the reason why! 
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Rev. Sandra H. Stayner   
A new era for St. Peter’s Church 

 

Sandy became the rector of St. Peter’s Church 

in September of 2003. The parishioners had 

been waiting for months for her arrival and were 

delighted to welcome her and her family: her 

husband, The Rev. David Stayner and their son 

Matthew. David Stayner is an ordained priest in 

the Diocese of Connecticut and is also a clinical 

psychologist. 

 

Rev. Sandy was born in Bristol, England, earned 

her Master’s Degree from Yale Divinity School in 

1988 and was ordained in Connecticut in 1990. 

Sandy came to St. Peter’s from a position of 

Rector at Berkley Divinity School at Yale. 

Previous to that she was Assistant Minister and 

then Sr. Associate to the Rector at Christ Church 

in Greenwich, CT.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From 1985-1988 Sandy worked as a Lay Minister 

at All Saints Episcopal Church in Aliquippa, PA. 

She also held the position of Lay Minister at the 

Cathedral of the Isles in Cumbrae, Scotland from 

1976-1985. 

 

Sandy arrived on the shores of the United States 

as a member of a traveling musical group. As 

Sandy states, “I am a folk singer by trade. Folk 

singing and liturgy, it is all about communication 

and engaging people in those actions. In both, lie 

the similar desire to communicate God’s love to 

God’s people.” 

 

 

Sandy with Bishop Andrew Smith 

Sandy, David and Matthew at Sandy’s 

Installation 
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According to the interview in the Cheshire Herald, “Lay ministry is one of Stayner’s focuses, as 

well as how she got started. “That is what we are called to do from the time of our baptism. It is 

not , for me, about volunteering at all. Every single one of us has different gifts. That underlies 

everything I do, the desire to see the special way God has gifted each person.”  

 

Continuing on with the Herald Interview, “Collaborative ministry is something that both Stayner 

and the parish are interested in pursuing. Stayner refers to a quote from the scripture to 

illustrate her feelings on the subject, “You have the mind of Christ among you.” 

 

Sandy states that she was drawn to St. Peter’s Church by the people she met here, and their 

genuine desire to serve God. We are happy that Sandy decided to “cross the pond” and find 

her way to Cheshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hugs all around on this special 

occasion. 

Rejoice and give thanks 

with the congregation. 
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Reverend Sandra Stayner’s First Sermon 

September 21, 2003 

 

First let me say how pleased I am to be here with you this morning. This certainly feels like a 
momentous occasion to me at it probably does to those of you who have been working and 
praying and looking forward to having a new rector in place. I want to thank you for the 
wonderful welcome I have already received from so many people – the “Welcome Sandy” 
banner on the glass that greeted me as I opened the door on Monday morning; the tea and 
scones set up for any who might stop by to say hello, a loaf of bread, a “Caregiver’s” basket, a 
beautiful welcome card from the church school, flowers and gifts and welcome notes. People 
have told me about the kind and generous spirit that is alive among you. I have experienced the 
gentle touch of God in the way you have welcomed me, and for that I give you thanks.  
 

One of the things that drew me to accept the invitation to become your rector was the sense of 
care and hospitality shown by members of your search committee, the concern for details, the 
ability to listen and learn both from the candidates and from each other, as well as a spirit of 
discernment that came from much prayer and shared thought. 
 
In the profile I read about friendship quilts, a caregiver’s guild, roses that are placed on the altar 
in thanksgiving for the birth of a child, prison visits, an Angel tree project, receptions for funerals, 
major outreach fundraising events like the tag sale and horse show which is happening as I 
speak. What I saw as I read your papers is a community that cares for each other and longs to 
deepen its ability to be a place where the outpouring of God’s love is known. True hospitality is 
a gift of the Spirit, and I am grateful to become part of a people in whom that gift is manifest in a 
real and tangible way. 
 
I have been in churches where people absolutely refused to wear name tags because it was too 
much bother. Not so in this parish! On Thursday I was surprised to see one of the choir whom I 
had met the night before wearing a name tag as she sat at a table in the parish hall sewing a 
quilt. I was pretty sure the quilters must know each other by this time so I asked her, “Why the 
name tag?” “I know you have trouble remembering names” she said, “so I thought I would put 
mine on to help you out!” This is a person who understands the meaning of true hospitality. 
 
One of the marks of Jesus’ ministry on earth was the generous way in which he welcomed 
people into his presence – fishermen, tax collectors, women, gentiles as well as people of noble 
birth who came to him secretly under cover of night. Jesus taught his disciples over and over 
again the importance of welcoming any who would come. He took a little child and put it among 
them: and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”  
 
The full import of Jesus’ action that day probably doesn’t strike us in the same way as it would 
have affected his disciples. They were dumbfounded by the whole interchange. In Jesus’ time 
children were not viewed as they are in our culture. Children in the Greco-Roman world were 
seen as some of the least and lowliest of all people – in fact, the Greek word for child in this 
passage is the same as the word used for the suffering servant of the Lord in the Greek version 
of Isaiah 53:2. In picking up a child and placing it in the midst of the disciples Jesus was 
teaching the disciples how important it was to the kingdom of God that even the lowliest person 
was welcomed into his presence for in so doing they were welcoming God himself. 
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In the Benedictine tradition, one of the major Western monastic orders, hospitality is taken so 
seriously that it has come to be known as the “fourth Benedictine vow.” The rule says that “All 
Guests who come should be received as Christ, for He will say: “I was a stranger and you took 
me in” (Matthew 25:35). 
 
It is probably not an accident that this gospel reading comes to this parish at such a pivotal 
moment in its life. The passage itself marks a milestone in the story of Jesus” life and ministry 
as told in the Gospel of Mark. If you glance at the first verse of the gospel reading you’ll see that 
it says that Jesus and his disciples “went on from there and passed through Galilee.” The 
significance of that little statement is huge. Galilee was the place where the major part of Jesus’ 
ministry took place – his home turf so to speak. Now he is taking his disciples on a new phase 
of the journey as he turns his face to Jerusalem and the fate that awaits him there. It is a 
journey we are all called to travel with Christ and those who read Mark’s gospel would have 
understood that such a journey would be required of them as they gave themselves to the 
service of the gospel. 
 
I love the compassion and tenderness of Jesus shows his disciples as he tries to help them take 
in what the coming days will hold. “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 
they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” This profound 
proclamation that will only be understood by his disciples after they have lived through the event 
is the very heart of the gospel itself. “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” It is 
the reason we come together to worship on Sunday morning. It is at the heart of our celebration. 
This action of remembrance is the whole purpose of our existence as a community in Cheshire.  
 
In the aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade Center in 2001 St. Paul’s Church Manhattan, 
a parish just across the road from the World Trade Towers learnt what it meant to proclaim the 
resurrection of Christ in a quite extraordinary way. Having recently received a lively, young 
priest in charge, the parish was preparing to begin a brand new mission program with the idea 
of reaching some of the young Wall Street traders who passed their doors each day. 
Contemporary music concerts and art would play a large role in providing a place where 
“previously un-churched” people might find their way to God. But before the program could 
begin, something momentous and far-reaching occurred. 
 
On September 11th, the World Trade Towers just across the road from St. Paul’s Church were 
attacked by terrorists and collapsed into dust. As fire engines rushed to the scene to put out the 
fires that raged, and papers fell out of the sky the surrounding buildings were covered with a 
thick while dust. The sky that once had been clear blue became dark with smoke and an eerie 
silence fell over the entire place, punctuated only by the sound of sirens. As the dust began to 
settle and people started to search amid the rubble the young priest headed towards the church.  
 
When he realized the building had remained intact he immediately opened the doors and the 
church became a refuge for people escaping the smoke. Over the next weeks and months, the 
church was turned into a place for firemen and rescue workers to find some respite from the 
grueling task of searching for the remains of bodies.  
 
Food, water and medical supplies were brought into the church. People came from all over the 
country to cook and serve hot meals and coffee. Pictures of lost ones were plastered on the 
walls. A pew that had been erected in honor of George Washington became a podiatry center 
were rescue workers who had spent hours in wet socks could find some relief for their aching 
feet. Therapists talked to trauma victims and their helpers and prayer was offered day and night. 
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In the midst of discouragement and despair, God’s love was poured out into the world. And in 
the midst of all that chaos and confusion, the Holy Eucharist was celebrated.  
 
The church continued to remember God’s utter compassion for this world as it remembered the 
death and resurrection and ascension of Christ. The hospitality of the Church in the midst of a 
disaster zone had a great impact on many of those who came through the doors. As one priest 
is purported to have said, “the amazing thing is that in the midst of the horror, the Eucharist 
worked.” The love of God has triumphed over all the horror and terror and suffering this world 
can muster.  
 
My vision for this community is that the doors of this church, with its precious gift of hospitality, 
for expressing the love of Christ, like the doors of St. Paul’s might be flung wide open, might be 
burst off their hinges so that the world with all its needs and desire can flood through the doors 
to see the miracle that takes place in our midst as we break bred and pour wine in 
remembrance that Christ died for all of us.  
 
Welcome the stranger, welcome the strange, welcome the young, the old, the weary and the 
helpless. Welcome all who would come to the table of our Lord. Take the little children and 
place them in your midst, for in so doing the good news of Christ is proclaimed throughout the 
world. 
 
 

 
“Whatever you did for one of these 

Least brothers of mine, 
You did for me.” 

 
Jesus: Matthew 25; 40 
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Rectors (1985 – 2010) 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

 

 

 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Rev. Kenneth R. Coleman 

September 1, 1980 – July 31, 1989 

Rev. Stephen A. Fales, B. A. M. 

Div. 

September 1, 1990 – April 7, 2002 

 

In the past twenty five years there have been five priests that 

served as rectors for St. Peter’s Church.  Father Coleman 

was still the rector in 1985 when the first history was written. 

These four rectors served in addition to Rev. Sandra Stayner. 

the Rev. Dr. William Shepherd 

(interim) 

2002 - 2003 

“St. Peter’s is one of the great parishes of the Diocese of Connecticut. By listening to the Lord, 
seeking His guidance, and taking a few leaps of faith, we will be even greater still!” 

Father Stephen A. Fales, Rector, 1990 
 

Sandra Stayner 
September, 2003 

Rev. Margaret Hutchins 

Interim Rector 

1989 - 1990 
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Reflections from Former Priests and Rectors 
 

The Rev. Stephen A. Fales 1990 2002 

 

Historical Notes: 

 

I began my ministry at St. Peter’s on August 15, 1990.  I 

commuted to and from Rocky Hill for two weeks.  My family 

moved into the Rectory at 59 Cherry Street on Labor Day 

weekend.  

Two weeks later, in the middle of the night, a fire broke out in the Education Building.  The fire 

was caused by an electrical problem in one of the light fixtures in the second floor hallway.  St. 

Peter’s was fortunate that a policeman noticed smoke coming out from under the eaves and 

turned in the alarm.  He was parked in his patrol car, filling out reports, at the Mobil station (no 

longer there) across the street from the church.  Fire damage was confined to the second floor 

of the Education Building, but smoke damage occurred through all buildings. Clean up and 

reconstruction took about two months to complete. 

The Rev. Rowan Greer, Professor of Patristic at Yale, assisted Rectors with liturgy at St. Peter’s 

for several years.  Rowan was set to retire and he was no longer available to assist.  I asked 

The Rev. Grant Barber, Episcopal Chaplain at Yale University and a friend, to help out.  His 

service at Yale was held on Sunday evening. Grant assisted at St. Peter’s during a portion of 

1990 and 1991. 

The Rev. Joyce Scales, Deacon, was assigned to St. Peter’s by Bishop Walmsley in the Fall of 

1991.  Joyce spoke Spanish and did a quarter of Clinical Pastoral Education at Long Lane 

Reform School.  She seemed qualified to help develop a parish based ministry at the Cheshire 

Correctional Center.  Joyce served St. Peter’s as deacon for the balance of my tenure, with the 

exception of a brief stint at St. John’s in Bristol.  Joyce involved many parishioners in various 

forms of ministry in the prison system. 

The Rev. Kathleen Liles served as Associate Rector from 1991-1994.  Kathleen was not new to 

St. Peter’s.  She served part-time from 1988 to 1990, while she worked on an advanced 

academic degree.  Her primary responsibilities were Christian formation and youth.  She left St. 

Peter’s to become the Senior Associate at Trinity Church in Southport (Fairfield). 

The Rev. Kathleen Liles served as Associate Rector from 1991-1994.  Kathleen was not new to 

St. Peter’s.  She served part-time from 1988 to 1990, while she worked on an advanced 

academic degree.  Her primary responsibilities were Christian formation and youth.  She left St. 

Peter’s to become the Senior Associate at Trinity Church in Southport (Fairfield). 
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The Rev. Leon Mozeliak served as Associate Rector from 1996-1997.   Leon was ordained at 

St. Peter’s and assumed the responsibilities of Kathleen.  Leon was called to be the Rector of 

Trinity Church in Collinsville, CT. 

After Leon’s departure, St. Peter’s briefly employed the husband and wife team of Darin and 

Marcia Lovelace.  Darin and Marcia shared the one position of Associate.  They left after one 

year to return to ministry in their home diocese in Iowa. 

St. Peter’s has historically been a wonderful environment to nurture individuals who feel called 

to ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church. During my tenure two of our members were 

ordained and two more entered seminary. The Rev. Robert Hirschfeld was ordained priest in 

1992 and served initially as Curate at Christ Church in New Haven. He then moved to Storrs to 

be the Vicar of the congregation at UCONN.   

The Rev. Robert Sireno was ordained vocational deacon (don’t remember the year) in the late 

1990’s.  Bob was initially assigned by the Bishop to serve at Holy Trinity in Middletown.   

The Rev. Vincent Seadale was Senior Warden for two years and resigned that post to enter 

seminary at Yale. He was ordained priest in 2005 and is now Rector of St. Andrew’s in 

Edgartown, Massachusetts. The Rev. Amy Doyle Welin entered seminary after the death of her 

first husband, John Koch. Amy was ordained priest in 2005 and is currently Priest-in-Charge of 

Christ Church in Ansonia 

Major Events in the 1990’s: 

Sale of the Rectory – Fall of 1992 

St. Peter’s Rectory was located at 65 Cherry Street. The Fales lived there from August 1990 

until the sale. The Rectory needed significant work.  It lacked insulation and the heating bills 

were astronomical. The garage (carriage house) roof had partially caved in and the structure 

was unusable. The old stone foundation on the North West corner was sinking and water often 

filled the basement. The pipes were insulated with asbestos and the roof on the house needed 

replacing.  

The Vestry hired a structural engineer to study the problem of the sinking basement and the 

continual water problem. Estimates were gathered to do the work suggested by the engineer. 

Estimates were also secured for roofs, insulation, etc. The work required to fix all the problems 

would cost approximately $150,000.   

At that point, I suggested that the parish explore selling the Rectory and investing the funds 

raised to help provide the Rector with an annual housing allowance. The house was a classic.   

It was built around 1910 and was formerly owned by Cheshire Academy.  Even in disrepair, it 

was worth quite a bit and the housing market was peaking. Discussion in the parish concerning 

this plan ensued for approximately 6 months.  

The Wardens called a Special Parish Meeting and asked the congregation to vote to approve 

the sale of the Rectory.  Over 100 people attended the meeting and there were only 2 

dissenting votes. 
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The Rectory was placed on the market in October. The parish received 3 offers the first day, all 

for the asking price ($209,000 I believe). The Vestry voted to accept the only offer which was 

free of contingencies.  The Fales bought a house at 22 Colonial Court in December of that year 

and moved in January 1993. 

 

Rewiring the Historic Church – 1992/1993 

The current St. Peter’s Church building was constructed in 1839. The building was “electrified” 

at some point when electric power became available. At that time it was impossible to run wires 

through the walls; as the walls were solid and thick.  Electrical wires were run through the attic 

and in the crawl space under the church. The old wooden frame of the church was a concern for 

fire. The wiring in the building was extremely old; much of it “knob and tube” and exposed.  

Some wires in the attic had been cut and abandoned. The Vestry decided to re-wire the historic 

church to prevent a possible fire.   

Mike Antonucci (a friend of mine and former parishioner at St. Andrew’s, Rocky Hill), who is a 

master electrician was hired to do the job. The job took several weeks and Mike and his helper 

pulled hundreds of feet of wire. I believe the total cost of the project was around $40,000 and 

the money to pay the bill came from the endowment. 

Replacing the Boilers 

During the wiring project, a close look in the earthen basement under the church scared us.  

This earthen undercroft had been dug out to accommodate two furnaces; one under the 

crossing at the transept and one under the narthex. Neither of these furnaces would meet any 

kind of modern code. They were not enclosed in a fire proof environment. They were old and 

inefficient.  The wooden flooring above the furnaces was less than 3 feet above each 

furnace!  We noticed that the beams directly above the furnace under the transept 

crossing were charred from the heat.  It was amazing to me that these installations had 

never caused a devastating fire.  The Vestry immediately set out to rectify the situation. 

The large boiler which heated the Education/Parish Hall/Office Area was old and inefficient as 

well.  The door on the fire box was cracked and flames came out when the furnace was running.  

This furnace consumed heating oil at a frightening rate.  We often ran out of oil and we had a 

330 gallon in ground tank buried under the back walkway. 

The Vestry decided to do two things: 

First, we would convert to natural gas. We exhumed the oil tank and discovered that we had not 

had any leaks!  Thank goodness. Strict codes had been put in place since that old tank had 

been buried years before.  

The code in the 1990’s required all in ground fuel tanks to be double hulled and buried in a 

protective vault. All such tanks were to be exhumed and replaced every 20 years. We explored 

purchasing a 1,000 gallon tank. The cost of this installation, amortized over 20 years (including 

the cost to replace it at that time), combined with rapidly increasing cost of home heating oil, 

convinced the Vestry to convert to gas. 
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Second, the two furnaces under the church were cut in pieces and removed through the bulk 

head. The large boiler was in the newer buildings was cut up and removed also. The large boiler 

was replaced with “a state of the art” (for 1995), five boiler gas system that was computerized.  

There would be no combustion under the old church.  Hot water was now pumped through 

pipes to air handlers placed in the earthen basement and air passing over the hot pipes 

generated the heat; no fire hazard.  

This project cost almost $90,000 and money was taken from the endowment to fund the project.  

It was a good year for our investments. St. Peter’s investments earned more money that year 

than we withdrew! 

The Bell fell silent 

It was at a wedding in 1996 or 1997 when Leon Mozeliak was our Associate Rector.  We used 

to ring the bell as wedding parties were leaving the church and at funerals we would toll the bell.  

Leon and I went upstairs over the narthex to pull the rope and ring the bell. 

We started to peal the bell and all of a sudden the rope went taut and there was a deafening 

clunk.  I looked at Leon and said “Run!”  I thought that the 2 ton bell might just come crashing 

through the ceiling, on its way to the basement!  It did not, but we discovered later that the bell 

had fallen off its cradle.  Ken Linsley (Junior Warden), with volunteer help, was able to jack the 

bell up and place it back on the cradle. We did not dare ring it again until the cradle could be 

fixed. 

In the meantime, we discovered that the old wooden beams in the bell house were rotten. We 

had a structural engineer come and assess the situation. His recommendation was to replace all 

wooden beams with structural steel. To do this would necessitate taking apart a portion of the 

bell tower to embed the beams in the brick.  Estimates given for the work were in excess of 

$200,000.  A carpenter “shored up” the bell house floor with a wooden support structure as a 

temporary fix. When I left St. Peter’s we had not fixed the bell. The money had not been 

available.  I am pleased the Freddie Burrell’s gift allowed the parish to accomplish this in 2008. 

 

New Parish Hall/Classroom Space 

The Vestry had developed a list of repair projects including (refurbishing the narthex, fixing the 

bell, replacing windows on the education/office building, cleaning the exterior of that building 

(white panels), and solving the occasional water problem in the subterranean parish hall.  The 

cost of these projects was considerable.  While debating what to do, Vince Seadale (Senior 

Warden) suggested that we needed more classroom space.  The Sunday school had grown and 

classes were then meeting in the Parish Hall, Library and other non-traditional spaces.  This 

was the genesis of the construction project. 

Ed Saad had drawn up architectural plans several years before to convert the Parish Hall. The 

plans were never used. Ed was brought “back on board” and the Vestry began an educational 

process with the parish to debate the merits of this idea. A parish meeting was held and the 

consensus was to move forward. 
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A capital campaign consulting firm from Vermont (Harwick and Harwick) was hired and St. 

Peter’s conducted its first capital campaign in 40 years. We raised approximately $1,000,000 

which covered the cost of the construction project and some of the minor repairs were included 

in that project. Constructions, or bridge loans, were secured from the Episcopal Church Building 

Fund and the Diocese of Connecticut. The remaining repairs ended up on a prioritized “to do 

list.” The new parish hall was dedicated by The Rt. Rev. Morgan Porteus. At the dedication, 

Bishop Porteus (former Rector and good friend of St. Peter’s) was to bless and lay the 

cornerstone. The cornerstone did not fit in the opening!  The Bishop was flexible as always and 

jokingly blessed the hole! The biggest ongoing problem with the new parish hall was operation 

of the motorized shades that were supposed to cover the skylights. It took several months to 

straighten them out. 
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Rev. William Shepard, Interim Pastor 2002-2003  

 
My impression upon coming to St. Peter's as interim pastor in 

2002 was of a generally healthy and well-adjusted parish that 

was struggling with the departure of a well-liked Rector, as well 

as financial woes brought on by over-staffing and over-reliance 

on endowment. The former wound could be healed only by 

time, while the latter issue required a concerted effort. to 

overcome  

As I anticipated, the Vestry rose to the challenge, realizing over 

the next year and a half that wishful thinking and bake sales 

were not going to close the gap between income and expenses. They were able to make 

substantial adjustments to the budget when the music director resigned and was replaced with a 

very competent Yale School of Music student, Daniel Hahn, at a student's salary; another staff 

position was reduced to part-time with very little change in church programming.  

Improving the other side of the balance sheet took even harder work, as the Vestry struggled 

with the notion of stewardship as a function of one's spiritual relation to God, rooted in the gift of 

creation. They realized not only that no one else was going to fix their problem, but that the 

solution was a form of spiritual growth, since loosening one's attachment to physical 

possessions inevitably led to strengthening one's attachment to the God who ultimately created 

and gave us those possessions. The Vestry launched an ongoing stewardship education 

initiative, which led to an immediate 16% increase in pledges, and several parishioners 

committed themselves to the tithe. 

So on top of being a very pleasant place to go to church, St. Peter's, during the interim, made 

substantial progress in spiritual growth and institutional stability. When I met your new rector, 

Sandy Stayner, I told her that she was the luckiest priest in the diocese, because she had been 

called to one of its best parishes.  

 

All the best, 

Bill Shepherd  

February, 2010 
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Assistants to Parish Rectors 
 
 

   

Ruth Bersin 

Seminarian  

1984 – 1985 

Louise Howlett 

Seminarian 

1986- 1988 

Carol Dukenski 

Resource for Ministry 

Development   1987-1989 

Helen Bray 

Lay Administrative Assist. to 

Rector  1982 – 1990 

Deceased  

 

The Rev. Kathleen Liles 

Deacon – 1988 – 1992 

Assoc. Rector 1992 - 

1994 

 

Michael McKinnon 

Seminarian 

Lay Pastoral Assistant  

 

 

Judith Ann Cowper 

Seminarian 

1990 - 1991 

 

The Rev. Rowan Greer 

Adjunct Clergy 

1977 - 1987 

The Rev. Joyce Scales 

Vocational Deacon 

1990 – 1998    2000 - 2002 
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The Rev. Sherrill Scales  

Liturgical Assistant  

1994 - 1997 

 

Rev. Leon Mozeliak 

Curate 

Pastoral Assistant  

1996 - 1998 

 

Marcia Killpatrick Madlock 

and 

Darin Lovelace 

Curates   1999 - 2000 

 

Anne Harvey 

Dir. Christian Education 

2001 - 2003 

 

Elizabeth Marie 

Melchionna 

Seminarian 2004 - 2005 

2004 - 2005 

 

Dora Odarenko 

Seminarian  

2005 - 2006 

 

Susan Pinkerton 

Seminarian 

2006 - 2007 

Susan  

Kathryn (Kat) Banakis 

Seminarian  

2007 - 2008 

 

http://www.blogger.com/profile/16907194607172578430
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Reflections from Some of Those Who Served as 

Assistants at St. Peter’s 
 
 

The Rev. Margaret Hutchins Interim priest 1989 - 1990 
 

 I THINK I was the first woman in charge there, although Kathleen Liles 

was an assistant at that time. You can see that ageing hasn't helped my 

memory at all! I do remember that I enjoyed being at St. Peter's and 

working with Helen Bray who was such a help.  

 

However, I didn't ask her help on one occasion and she really lambasted me. I lived in West 

Hartford then. Waking up around midnight one night, I knew I had been the last person to leave 

the church, but I was unsure whether or not I'd left the coffeepot on in my office. I did not want 

to be responsible for St. Peter's burning down, so my husband (who insisted that he go along) 

and I got dressed, drove down to Cheshire, checked the coffeepot (it wasn't on) and went home 

to bed.  

 

There was no way I was going to call Helen at midnight, but she was very upset with me, 

Typical Helen. I don't suppose there are many people left there who remember me, but I 

remember the congregation as an interesting, caring, seeking group of people who enjoyed 

being the Church.  

 

Sorry, I don't have a picture. Maybe there's one in the archives and you can just add some lines 

and more grey hair!  I wish you well with your project.  

 

 

Blessings, 

 

Margaret Hutchins 
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Rev. Louise Howlett 
 
 

I came to St. Peter’s Church as a parishioner in the summer of 1982 

and remained a summer parishioner until 1988. The reason I was 

only a summer parishioner was that I was working at the Choate 

School in Wallingford in their summer program. Ken Coleman was the 

rector during the years I spent at St. Peter’s. From 1986 until 1988 I was  

a seminarian and found Ken Coleman to be a wonderful mentor. Rowan Greer, my professor at 

seminary, was also an associate priest at St. Peter's Church. Father Greer and I would drive 

from New Haven to St. Peter's each Sunday. 

 

During my time as a seminarian at St. Peter's I found wonderful support from both Reverend. 

Coleman and Reverend. Greer. I was put on the preaching schedule once a month and was 

treated like a colleague rather than a student. Between the services Father Greer and Father 

Coleman and I would have breakfast and get into great discussions about the church, politics, 

the seminary and anything else that we felt was important to talk about. 

 

 

In 1990 I was ordained in the school chapel at St. Andrews in Delaware. What a wonderful 

feeling I had when I saw an entire group of parishioners from St. Peter's come to attend the 

ordination. The group consisted of members of the supervisory committee who helped me in 

numerous ways while I was a seminarian. I would meet with them once a month and found them 

to be very supportive to me. Their purpose was to give act as lay supervisors. 

 

Also in 1990 Rev. Ken Coleman traveled to Massachusetts to preside over my marriage in the 

Thompson Memorial Chapel at Williams College. 

 

I found my years at St. Peter to be a truly wonderful experience with many fond memories of the 

people and the activities that while I worshiped with the congregation. 
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Reverend Elizabeth Marie Melchionna 
 
 

I came to St. Peter’s in the fall of 2004 at the behest of my Bishop, 

who I had stubbornly told, “I just don’t think I’m called to parish 

ministry.”  And I left my internship year at St. Peter’s convinced and 

convicted that indeed God was calling me to serve in and with a 

parish.   

I have wonderful memories from my time at St. Peter’s: of doing a 

low ropes course with the youth group, hanging out in the “youth 

room” on Sunday mornings, preaching my very first sermon, of 

parishioners patiently wading through what I now realize were 

some terrible adult Sunday school lessons, of my weekly supervision meetings with Sandy and 

her incredible patience.   

St. Peter’s is where I learned my way around an altar.  And it is also the place where I 

experienced, in a particular way, what it means to be a parish family—where I saw folks love 

and care for one another.   

I came to St. Peter’s quite a new Episcopalian, having been formally received in 2003.  And 

each Sunday in services I bumbled between the prayer book and the hymnal.  When I left the 

congregation you all gave me my very first prayer book.  I still carry this prayer book/hymnal 

today.  And every single time I go to celebrate a service I see the names of all of those in the 

parish who patiently supported me in action and in prayer during my seminarian year.  And 

every single time I go to celebrate a service I give thanks to God for the St. Peter’s parish 

family!  
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Reverend  Michael John McKinnon, Rector 
 
 

I came to St. Peter’s sometime in 1990.  I was looking for Fr. Steve Fales 

who had previously served at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in my home 

town of Rocky Hill, CT.  I was hoping to have his support and eventually 

that of his parish in seeking holy orders as a priest.  He invited me to join 

the parish and to take some time in getting to know the people.   

I met so many wonderful people at St. Peter’s Church.  Among them were 

Burke Hoffman, Avril Cocking, Tina McGrath and Susan Davis (to mention 

only a few).  I found a welcoming and loving Christian family at St. Peter’s.  The 

Associate Rector at the time, Mother Kathleen Liles had the biggest impact on me and my 

formation as a priest in the Anglican Tradition.  The friendship and support I received from Fr. 

Steve and his family, from Mother Kathleen and from the church family as a whole, made it easy 

to call St. Peter’s home.   

In September of 1991 I began the Master of Divinity Program at Yale.  I was soon called to 

serve as a Seminarian at St. Peter’s.  Although I preached from time to time and assisted in the 

liturgy as a Reader and Chalice-bearer, the highlight of my ministry was assisting Mother 

Kathleen with the Youth Group known as, “Koinonia” (meaning, Fellowship).  Around the time I 

was finishing my time at Yale, Mother Kathleen moved on from her position at St. Peter’s.  I was 

then called by Fr. Steve and the Vestry to serve as the Lay Pastoral Associate.  I spent more 

time visiting the sick, teaching Adult Christian Education Courses, providing pastoral direction 

and preparing persons for Confirmation.  My ministry with Koinonia continued and was the 

highlight of my time at St. Peter’s.   

Due to a moratorium on the ordination process in the Diocese of CT, I sought to serve 

elsewhere.  

On July 9, 1995 I was ordained a deacon by the Right Reverend Donald F. Harvey, Bishop of 

Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador.  The ordination took place at St. Peter’s Church.  Among my 

presenters at the ordination was the whole Youth Group.  I was assigned to a small isolated 

village on the Coast of Labrador, Canada and took my leave from St. Peter’s.  However, to this 

day I have an icon of St. Peter in my office which serves as a reminder to me of my beginnings 

and I continue to hold St. Peter’s Church in my prayers and in my heart. 
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Deacon Joyce Scales 
 
 

In 1990 the Rev. Stephen Fales, Rector of St. Peter's at that 

time, requested that Bishop Walmsley appoint a Vocational 

Deacon to minister in the Cheshire prisons from St. Peter's.  

 

The vision was to have a Deacon participate in Prison 

Fellowship, teach as a trained Literacy Volunteer, conduct 

religious services and Bible studies, encourage volunteers from 

the parish, and take part in other activities as the need arose.  

 

Supported by St. Peter's church family in love and lifted up in 

prayer, these years remain in my memory as some of the happiest and fulfilling times of my 

diaconal ministry..."if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us."  

(I John 4:12) 

 

 

 

 

Kat Banakis, Seminarian 
 
QuestBridge [where I worked] is a non-profit program that links bright, 

motivated low-income students with educational and scholarship 

opportunities at some of the nation’s best colleges. QuestBridge is the 

provider of the National College Match Program and the College Prep 

Scholarship. 

 

Interning at St. Peter's made me fall in love with the church.  I began at St. Peter's as a stop 

along the way and an academic requirement.  But I experienced such love and warmth and 

curiosity and commitment at St. P's that I decided to stay a little longer, and then longer still.  

Although I'm now living on the opposite side of the country and exploring ministry in different 

ways, St. Peter's will always be my sponsoring congregation and in many ways my home 

church. 
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Reverend Susan Pinkerton  

 

Overall, the most powerful memory I have and cherish is the loving 

welcome I received from the parishioners. The community exuded a 

tremendous sense of hospitality in the way I was included as a part of 

the church family from day one.  I recall telling a few folks that this was 

such a loving and warm group and how special this experience was for 

me.    

Specifically, I recall the following: 

 I fondly recall leading a day long women’s retreat in the spring of 2007 with the theme, 

“Rediscovering your Gifts.”  It was great fun and I learned so much about the women who 

participated and felt that much closer to all because of the experience of sharing our life stories.  

We baked several Mardi Gras King’s cakes and used the steps of making the cake as the 

framework for our spiritual exercise.  I recall how Kim did her magic in transforming the parish 

hall in to a beautiful, warm and cozy space that helped us form a community of faith and 

sharing. 

In the fall of 2006 I began a Sunday Bible study group during the time between services.  I had 

two women show up for the first class and it was an incredible experience because each were 

dealing with difficult challenges in their lives.  We began the class as strangers to each other but 

after they shared their respective stories, we were friends and touched by their willingness and 

courage to share their life experiences.  We continued to grow and by the spring we had men 

and women in the group.  I hope it is continuing as I recall that those who came had so much 

wisdom and life experience to share. 

 Another powerful memory was during Maundy Thursday’s foot washing ritual.  I recall watching 

Sandy wash a young teenager’s feet as an example of doing the ritual.  It was such a moving 

experience and towards the end, a woman I had met earlier in the year bent down to wash my 

feet and I was in tears with her love and show of service.  What an inspiration that evening was 

and one I will always remember. 

I also recall assisting Sandy at the funeral of a long time member of St. Peter’s.  It was my first 

time to be part of a funeral service and also to process from the church to the church grave yard 

outside.  It was moving to realize the cycle of our lives as we stood near the baptismal font 

during the service and then move outside to the actual grave site, life to death to eternal life.  

The funniest memory I have (ask Sandy, I am sure she remembers) was when we did the Great 

Litany and I processed down the aisle but continued straight to the altar.  I didn’t know I was to 

follow the choir and crucifix around the church three times…Sandy saved me by coming up to 

my side at the altar, laughing throughout the ordeal. She was such a good sport, a wonderful 

mentor and so supportive during my entire time at St. Peter’s. 
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Assistants to Parish Rectors and Seminarians  
 
 

Name Title Term 

Ruth Bersin Seminarian 1984 – 1985  

Louise Howlett Seminarian 1987 – 1988  

Carolyn Dukenski Resource for Ministry 

Development 

1987 – 1989  

The Rev. Kathleen Liles 
 

Deacon  
Associate Rector  

1988 – 1992  
1992 – 1994  

Michael McKinnon   

Judith Cowper  Seminarian 1990 – 1991  

The Rev. Joyce Scales  Vocational Deacon 1991 – 1994  

The Rev. Sherrill Scales, ret. Liturgical Assistant  1994 – 1997  

Leon Mozeliak Curate / Pastoral Assistant  1996 – 1998   

Marcia Killpatrick Madlock and 

Darin Lovelace 

Curates  1999 – 2000 

Anne Harvey Director of Christian Education 2001 – 2003  

Martha Blume Director of Christian Education 2004 -  

Elizabeth  Marie Melchionna Seminarian  2004 – 2005  

Dora Odarenko Seminarian 2005 – 2006  

Susan Pinkerton Seminarian 2006 – 2007  

The Rev. Dr. David Stayner Associate Priest  2006 -   

Kim Clarke Director of Youth Services 2006 – 2008  

Kathryn (Kat) Banakis Seminarian 2007 – 2008  

The Rev. Kyle Pederson Deacon 2008 - 2010 

The Raynor Anderson Associate Priest Retired 2008 -  

Andrew Barnett 

Amy Spagna 

Seminarian 

Seminarian  

2009 – 2010 

2010 - 2011 

 

 

St. Peter's is a life transforming Episcopal Church.  As fellow travelers on a spiritual journey, we seek to 

become a place where the compassionate love of Christ is lived out.   
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The Rev. Amy Doyle Welin 
Rector 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Ansonia, CT  

Rev. Vincent Gerald “Skip” Seadale 
Rector 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Edgartown, MA 

Brenda McLellan Victor, 

former parishioner and daughter of 

Richard & Edith McLellan ordained 

into the Sacred Order of Deacons 

August 5, 1989 

St. Aiden’s Chapel 

Camp Marshall Polson, Montana 

 

Retired from St. Aiden’s and is living 

in Egypt 

 

 

Parishioners Called to Ordained Ministry 
 
From 1985 until the present, St. Peter's Church has had the opportunity to see several of our 

parishioners accept a calling to both the priesthood and deaconate. We are blessed to have 

these parishioners receive their calling while worshiping at our church.   

 

 
   
 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Rev. A. Robert Hirschfeld 
Rector 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Amherst, MA 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://wpcontent.answers.com/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d8/Shield_of_the_US_Episcopal_Church.svg/217px-Shield_of_the_US_Episcopal_Church.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://www.answers.com/topic/episcopal-church&usg=__q6oUQycCIN44zOL4IRD1igFrExA=&h=271&w=217&sz=12&hl=en&start=30&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=SB5QDT1B1iLycM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=90&prev=/images?q=symbol+for+Episcopal+deacon&start=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GGLL_en&ndsp=20&tbs=isch:1
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Rev. Deacon Bob Sireno 
Retired 

Kathryn (Kat) Banakis 
To be ordained on June 11, 2011 

 

1 Peter 4:10  

Each one should use 

whatever gift he has 

received to serve 

others, faithfully 

administering God's 

grace in its various 

forms. 
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Remembrances from Parishioners Called to 

Ordained Ministry 
 
Reverend A. Robert Hirschfeld 
 
Some stream of consciousness thoughts on how my call 

to ministry was formed at St Peter’s. 

Father Hocking taught confirmation class. (Six graders, 

circa 1971). Some kids turned the clock on the wall 

ahead by 40 minutes to get out of the class. I remember 

walking from the newly built Highland Elementary 

School to St. Peters on the way to confirmation class on 

Wednesday afternoons. I would stop by Amity Drug 

Store (now a big chain drug store across from the Stop 

and Shop) and shoplift licorice to tied be over for the 

discussions on Matthew’s gospel. 

In 1973-4 I was in a football accident, breaking my neck and in traction at home for several 

months. I had homebound tutors. Rowan Greer was an assisting priest at St. Peter’s and would 

bring me communion occasionally. I was very angry at God. Fr. Greer was unflappable, even 

when I told him where he could stick that sacrament. Over the months he introduced me to the 

writings of Sartre, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, and Augustine.(I was 13!!).He planted a seed that 

needed to grow in dark silence for several more years. 

I left the Cheshire school system, went to Choate…continued by studies in philosophy, 

literature, church history…Kept in touch with Fr. Greer and Father Ken Coleman who 

encouraged my ruminations, Somehow I came to believe the God’s love was much more robust 

than my difficulties as a surly teenager with doubts and uncertainties about the Church. Every 

Christmas eve I was invited to serve as an acolyte. This meant more to me than I’ve ever 

admitted.  

I don’t remember any sermons at St. Peter’s. I remember the warmth and encouragement of the 

families and my friends who supported my own family through the years. Weird things seems to 

befall our house…hurricanes felling trees on our house, electrocution of a young man doing tree 

work on our front yard, a couple painful “starter” marriages and divorces, heart attacks, the 

death of my beloved sister. St. Peter’s, the Body of Christ, was the Presence in which all things 

took place, and in which we could fathom God’s mysterious and resilient love for us and the 

world.  Being called to the priesthood was like a green shoot springing out of the compost of life. 
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Reverend Amy Doyle Welin 

I had always wanted to work in the church (even as a child), but I felt 

called to priesthood while we were living in Michigan.  It was there 

that I saw a woman serve as priest and finally had a model of how I 

could live my life in service to the Lord. So Cate Waynick gave me 

the visual model of priesthood in the Episcopal Church. 

 

When we moved to Cheshire, we were enfolded into the life and 

community of St Peter's quite quickly.  It was surprising how well 

incorporated we were and the church was our primary community 

while we were in town. I was so grateful to be part of a welcoming 

community - it is so difficult to move around in corporate life and find friends. So we just loved 

the church. 

 

During my illness and then immediately afterward when John was so ill, we really leaned on the 

people of St Peter's, and frankly I still feel as if the church loved us into health again. When 

John died, it was an enormous comfort to have the parish around us. It has been a comfort to 

me that his remains were buried in the church yard  - I still visit from time to time and feel a 

homecoming each visit. 

 

If you remember, John was received into the Episcopal church the year before he died and the 

reason he wanted that was because he felt that St Peter's showed him what a Christian 

community was all about.   

 

The role St Peter's played in my formation as a priest is that it gave me a picture of the way in 

which a community of faith can live out the gospel as it cares for its members and for the world.  

It was a very intimate feeling, although the parish is not "small".  And the way in which the liturgy 

is experienced at St Peter's has left me longing to be part of a good musical tradition - not all 

parishes have that, you know. 

 

I cherish my memories of St Peter's. 
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Reverend Vincent Gerald “Skip” Seadale 
 

I think it was 1990 when my wife Colleen and I, and our two 

daughters, Caitlin and Bridget (soon to be joined by their brother 

James) began at St. Peter’s.  I loved the sense of history and tradition 

in the place, with its creaky old floor-boards and neat, unassuming 

sanctuary.  Of course, the best things about St Peter’s then, as it is 

now, was her people, and we all felt welcome immediately.  Colleen 

and I remember especially the kindness of Darcy Keogh, who knew 

just what we needed, right away: someone to take out babies from us 

and sit with them in the nursery while we tried to still ourselves for an 

hour and reconnect our lives with God. 

By that time in my life, I was immersing myself deeper and deeper into church life and my 

personal piety.  Father Steve Fales and his family became friends of ours, and I recall thinking 

how wonderful it was I had a place I could go and just be me, faults and all, and practice with 

others getting better.  Any judgments of others were minimal, and I felt accepted.   

In light of that, I felt comfortable to do all sorts of fun things, like serve as an usher, lector, Bible 

Study leader, Men’s Club President and retreat leader, Altar Guild member, choir member, 

vestryperson, and Senior Warden. In fact, as I recall, it was during my time as Senior Warden 

that our congregation raised the money to renovate the Parish Hall.  For those who remember 

“The Pit,” I’m sure there aren’t many who miss it! 

I have such fond memories of St Peter’s and the people we were together—it is my “home 

parish,” and the one that supported me during my discernment for the ordained ministry.  My 

children grew up in that church, and looking back on things, I realize perhaps those fifteen or so 

years were the greatest of my life—in large part, I know, because of our community of faith we 

call  St Peter’s parish church.   

May God continue to bless her richly and all those who come to her seeking a closer walk with 

God. 
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Deacon Robert Sireno 
 
 
In the late 1990’s St. Peter’s Church was a strong religious and 
spiritual home for me. At that time St. Peter’s had a Deacon 
assigned -- Rev. Joyce Scales. Joyce spoke at length with me 
about the “Ministry Exploration and Education Program” and 
beyond that, ordination to the diaconate (which I didn’t commit 
 to at the time). I did join and complete the four years of M.E.E.P. 
though. It was very rewarding. 
 
The M.E.E.P. structure included a discernment group that was 
conducted at the student’s home parish. Mary Chesley, Dennie 
Draper, Linda Ivey, Tina McGrath, Deborah Rosenbower,  
Mark Schmitz, Ruth Sullo and Dick Sullo were members of my group at St. Peter’s (representing 
my “community“). Upon completion of their discernment task I received a call by my community 
to become an Episcopal Deacon. Upon completion of M.E.E.P. and review by Connecticut 
Diocesan Committees I was called by our Diocese to become an Episcopal Deacon. What I 
believed that I lacked then was a call from God to continue. The only call that I could think of 
was that received by the Apostle Paul in Romans, Chapter I, verse 1: “Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God ...”  I awaited that very definite 
call to become a Deacon. 
 
A very close friend told me that I could not be so arrogant as to believe that I would receive such 
a clear a call from God. I said in return, “so be it.” 

I waited and prayed on this call. I could not make this decision without God’s Word. Then one 
day while sitting alone in an Arby’s Restaurant, waiting for my order to be filled, I said a short 
prayer. I opened my “Day by Day” booklet that I carried and across the top of the page was the 
scripture quote: “Let the greatest among you be the servant of all.” I interpreted this as God’s 
answer (or as close as I could discern it). If the greatest among us (who I obviously wasn’t) is to 
be the “servant” of all, I was being told that I could be a deacon -- a symbol of Christ’s servant 
hood. 

Electricity went through my body. My prayer was answered. Two days later, on a Monday, the 
last day I could enroll as a candidate for the Diaconate, I left my application behind a sign on 
diocesan house side porch, while I was on the way to work in Bloomfield. My ordination by 
Bishop Smith took place (after much study in deacon’s training) in December of 2000. I was 
retold that I must be self-supporting and that I could not be assigned to my home parish. I 
assumed my first assignment with Holy Trinity in Middletown. A couple of years ago I was 
retired from assignment and now attend St. Peter’s with my wife Barbara. My prison ministries 
continue. 
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Senior Warden 

Kim Blake 

2001 - 2004 

 

Senior Warden 

Thom Peters 

2004 - 2008 

 

Chapter II Officers of the Church 

Senior Wardens 

   

  
Senior Warden 

John J. Moran 

1985 - 1989 

Senior Warden 

Charles Dimmick 

1989 - 1993 

Senior Warden 

Raymond Voelker 

1989 – 1993 

1994 – 1998 

 

Senior Warden 

Vince Seadale 

1989 - 2001 

 

Senior Warden 

Ana Dunlop 

2008 - 2010 

 

“Start by doing what's necessary;  

then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.” 

Francis of Assisi 

 

Senior Warden 

John Staab 

2011 - 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/francisofa121023.html
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Junior Wardens 

  

Ward Clemons 

1985 - 1989 

 

E. Kenneth Linsley 

1993 - 1996 

O. C. Charles Waggoner, Jr. 

1996 - 2001 

Hugh Bushell 

1983 - 1988 

Charles Moran 

2001-2005 

Charles Dimmick 

2005 -2009 

Jim Chapman. 

2010 - 
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Treasurers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Name Assistant 

1985 – 1986  William Shay, Jr.  

1986 – 1987  Richard Copleston  

1987 – 1988  Frank Miner Richard Copleston 

1988 – 1991  Edwin Kania  Richard Copleston 

1992 – 1993  William Baer Holly Schmitz 

1993 – 1994  Richard Gray Holly Schmitz 

1995 – 1996 Richard Gray Mary Peterson 

1996 - 1997 Richard Gray Beth Werner 

1997 – 1998 George Jensen Beth Werner 

1998 – 1999 George Jensen Ana Dunlop 

1999 – 2001  George Jensen Johanna Sgorbati 

2001 – 2002  Johanna Sgorbati George Jenson, 

2002 – 2004  Johanna Sgorbati John Staab 

2005 – 2008  John Staab Rob Bonitz 

2008 - 2011 John Staab Leslie Naylor 

20011 -  Joe Miranda Leslie Naylor 

 

  
It's good to have money and the things that money can buy, but it's good, too, to check up once in a while 

and make sure that you haven't lost the things that money can't buy.  George Horace Lorimer 

“Our belief in the principles of proportionate giving: to return to God through our support of 

God’s work in the church and in the world a percentage of what God has given us…such 

proportionate giving is an acknowledgement that all that we are and all that we have is gift from 

God, who calls us to be good stewards of God’s gifts. “ 

Rector’s Report 1986 
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Parish Clerks 
 

The position of Parish Clerk is a very important one. Each of the individuals listed below has 

given of their time and talent month after month, year after year to ensure the history of our 

parish continues to be written down and placed in file for further reference and use. Their duties 

include:  

 Attendance at monthly meetings 

 Attendance at Annual Parish Meeting 

 To take and produce minutes, to be approved and amended if necessary 

 prepare Agenda and Minutes 

 Circulate Agendas and Minutes to the Councilors, and to those on the Mailing List 

 Receive and send all Parish Correspondence, file and keep securely. 

Maintain and update documents pertaining to legal legislation     

             

1985 – 1989   Mary Ellen Kania 

1989 – 1990   Roberta Scroggin 

1990 – 1991   Charlene Dimmick 

1991 – 1992   Gail Ignatowski 

1992 – 1993   Sherry Bournival 

1993 – 1994   Barbara Sireno 

1994 – 1996   Nancy Staab 

1996 – 2009   Nancy Darius 

2009-    Mary Ellen Morgan 

 

 

A note of special thanks goes to Nancy Darius who had been the Parish Clerk for 14 

years. We are grateful for her dedication to this important position.  
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Chapter III Children and Youth Ministry 

Sunday School 
 

 

 

 

 

As Helen Bray states in her book, An Informal History, St. Peter’s Church 1760-1985, “The idea 

of Sunday School came from England and began to flourish in the early 1800’s. By the 1850’s 

the Diocese was completely committed to the Sunday School as the principal agent of religious 

education for children.”  

Throughout the years from our earliest history the teaching of children has been important. 

While most of the teaching is done today by Sunday School teachers, in the early days Sunday 

School was taught by the rector with a big emphasis on catechism and memorizing facts about 

all aspects of the church.  

1985 saw a serious evaluation of St. Peter’s total education 

program and the writing of an educational mission statement. 

Beginning in December the St. John’s Program for children in pre-

2007 Sunday School Teachers 
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school through 9th grade was initiated. In addition, the second segment of the plan was called 

Kerygma and was designed for adults who would take part in 33 consecutive Sunday evening 

classes. Nancy Bon Signor was in charge of Sunday School with Connie Meyers as Coordinator 

of the Youth Fellowship Program. 

 

In 1986, using the booklet, “Opportunities for Spiritual Growth,” the emphasis was on 

maintaining a high level of participation for all and a plan to develop further possibilities for 

education at St. Peter’s Church. Nancy BonSignor was the Assistant in Education. They were 

using St. John’s Program for pre-school through 8th grade. The St. John’s Program is a guided 

but independently–paced course for children through 6th grade structured for children to learn 

about Bible stories.  

 

In 1987 we see the familiar names of Ana and Sam Dunlop as Education Guild Coordinators. 

Scott Gadwa was the Christian Education Coordinator for 1988 with Rev. Liles and others in the 

congregation lending help. Vince Seadale takes the helm of the Education Committee in 1991 

and states, “With the recent addition of Kathleen Liles as Assistant Rector who is responsible for 

the educational development of parish children, the Education Committee is focusing its 

education program toward adult participation.”  

 

In 1992 Rev Liles began her 5th year as leader of the parish youth group, Koinonia and states, 

“Koinonia is the most successful youth group I have ever worked with.” Bulletin boards were 

installed in the classrooms (with help of Ken Linsley).  

 

Still under the direction of Kathleen Liles, Kathleen writes, “The Church School continues to 

thrive due to a devoted group of teachers. During 1993 we completed the 2nd phase of a new 

two-year cycle curriculum. 1994 plans include additional decoration of the upstairs classrooms. 

Michael McKinnon assisted with the Youth Group. Vince Seadale continues to head the 

Education Committee responsible for Bible Studies, Adult Education Forums, and many courses 

throughout the year.   

 

In 1996, under the direction of Linda Ivey, Sunday School Superintendent, there were many 

changes to the program. A new curriculum – the “Episcopal Children’s Curriculum” was begun 

with the lessons that follow our church traditions and beliefs more closely. The students were 

also able to take home more materials such as lesson cards, mini-newsletters, worksheets, 

books and art projects. In addition, there were changes in the grouping of classes. The Church 

School Students are now more involved with Caregivers (Tina McGrath and Marcia Miller), 

adopting senior citizens and making art projects for nursing homes.  

 

It was a productive year for the “Children’s Collection” for the Heifer Project. They raised $1140 

and enabled us to buy two heifers, two rabbits, a hive a bees, a flock of chicks, a share of a 

goat, pig and sheep. These animals went to needy families in Cameroon, Africa and Kentucky in 

our own country.  
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The collection taken in 1997 went toward adopting a child 

through the Christian Children’s Fund, Jacquelyn Collins, a six 

year old from Mississippi. The year ended with a Christmas 

Pageant (Thanks to Tina McGrath and Marcia Miller) and a fun 

party with Santa and a magician. 

 

In 1998 space continues to be a problem for Sunday School classes. With an enrollment of over 

one hundred children both teachers and children find this a problem as some of the classes 

have to be taught in the hall or doubled up. A positive aspect is that most classes have three 

teachers making it possible for teachers to attend church also. 

 

Can you imagine children washing windows and smiling? That’s just what happened in 1999 

when the 5th and 6th graders washed the windows in the hallway as part of re-enacting the 

vineyard worker’s parable. Fourth graders were also being actors as they were showing Jesus 

interacting with a paralytic. First graders learned how to write their names in Braille and on and 

on it goes with creativity in each classroom helping to make the Sunday School lessons come 

alive.  

 

In 2005, under the direction of Martha Blume, Children’s Education Director, the groundwork 

was laid for providing new opportunities for children and youth to grow spiritually. Planning was 

begun to set up a new “rotation” approach to Sunday School programming for grades two 

through five. The plan included in the colliding transformation of some of St. Peter's basement 

rooms into a wonderland of learning for children, painted and decorated with artists from the 

community who volunteered their time. Rooms were set up for theater and puppetry, science 

and art, storytelling, games, cooking and computers. 

 

A new program called “Rite 13” was implemented and was warmly received by the young 

people who were involved and also the talented adults who were leading it. 

 

Transformation was the “word of the day” for Sunday School in 2006. The most obvious 

transformation was the workshop rotation Church School program for children in grades 2-6. 

Martha Blume spent countless hours preparing for this program in the spring, writing curriculum 

with  Dora Odarenko, St. Peter’s Seminarian, and visiting other churches in Connecticut that 

use workshop rotation.  

 

In May of 2006 a group of St. Peter’s mothers decided on the Journey theme, with murals 

depicting scenes from the Bible of Creation, Noah’s Ark, the Israelites walking through the Red 

Sea to the desert, Jesus and the Children, Jesus and his disciples, and the church in the world. 

These scenes include mirrors so that the children can see themselves as part of God's story. 

 
During this time Justin Ivey came to Martha looking for an Eagle Scout Project, and Carter, 

Sandy’s Godson, needed some community hours. Soon walls were prepped and shelving was 

constructed, and the creation scene appeared on the stairwell in less than a week.  
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This prompted many to take up brushes and join in, including Phoebe 

and Margaret Blume and Kim Clarke, who helped coax Noah and the 

Ark out of white concrete, Elizabeth Peters and Carrie Staab, who 

provided backgrounds for the desert and the computer room, and 

Tulissa Parsons who painted a beautiful mural of Jesus and the children in our story room. 

 

In the meantime the DiLeos 

refurbished and donated computers 

and Nancy Darius and Chris Tall 

were sewing fish pillows and 

providing draperies and rugs. 

 

When it seemed the energy would 

run out mid-summer, Sandi Baker 

stepped in and painted stars and 

planets all over our creation room, 

and made wonderful door coverings 

for all our classrooms. Bob Lewis 

added his professional talents in a 

mural of the Red Sea, Jim Chapman put together shelves and attached mirrors, and Justin kept 

painting and building until a life sized rowboat appeared that the kids love to climb in. Suzy 

Balay, a professional artist, began work  

on the murals of Jesus’ disciples and the church in the world. 

 

The children greeted the program with much excitement. In the fall they did units on the 

Creation story, Abraham and Sarah, and Isaiah, with workshops in cooking (a favorite), art, 

drama, storytelling, computers, 

mapping and science. The teachers 

are dedicated and enthusiastic not to 

mention multi-talented. 

 

Upstairs we started Godly Play - 

another hands-on Church Program 

based on storytelling and response. 

The program is for pre-K, 

kindergarten and first graders. There 

are four dedicated teachers who are 

engaged in teaching these lessons. 

Bob and Vivienne Berner continued 

to create many of the beautiful 

figures that are used in this program. St. Peter’s is grateful to them for the lovely pieces that 

they create and the fact that they have saved literally hundreds of dollars in materials by 

donating their creations 
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Children’s Chapel takes place every Sunday at 10:30 for pre-schoolers, kindergarteners and 

first graders. In Children’s Chapel they sang songs and practice the responses and say prayers. 

After passing peace they join the 10:30 worship service.  Larry Cocking helped Martha put 

together a flip chart with photos from our worship as a tool to lead the children's Chapel. 

 

In 2007 St. Peter’s hired a caregiver, Barbara Kinloch, to manage the nursery with help from the 

Rite-13 and J2A youth.  

 

2008 and 2009 continued to see Children’s Ministries consisting of Nursery, Godly Play, 

Workshop Rotation and Children’s Chapel. 

 

In addition many special events and programs take place during the year. These include: 

 Prayer Garden during Lent 

 A walk through Holy week with grades 2-6 on Palm Sunday 

 Mothering Sunday 

 The Pentecost Intergenerational Event 

 Church picnic 

 Teacher commissioning and recognition 

 Stewardship lessons 

 The Advent Intergenerational Event and 

Christmas Pageant 

 Children’s Sunday in June 
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Youth at St. Peter’s 
Contributed by Martha Blume 

 

In 2004, we began using the Journey to Adulthood program at St. Peter’s with our middle school 

and high school youth. This Episcopal curriculum has three stages: Rite-13, J2A and YAC. 

The Rite-13 group is seen as a celebrated rite of passage, as these young people move from 

childhood to adolescence. Emphasis is on the support of parents, mentors and colleagues in the 

church to help them at the beginning of this phase of their journey. Sunday morning classes are 

discussions, based on scripture, current issues, and the unique challenges facing adolescents. 

Once a month Sunday "Rite Nights" can be service-oriented, involve learning and worship, or 

just plain fun. They generally take a pilgrimage to St. John the Divine in NYC for Nightwatch in 

their second year. In the year of their 13th birthday, their journey to adulthood is celebrated in a 

special liturgy in the spring, the Rite-13 Liturgy, during a Sunday morning worship service.  

 

J2A is what we call our youth in their pre-confirmation years.  J2A groups typically serve at the 

Loaves and Fishes food pantry in New Haven, support the Chapel on the Green services, also 

in New Haven, make cookies for families of prisoners at our Cheshire prison, help at the St. 

Peter's Horse Show and the Pumpkin Patch. They also meet every Sunday for discussion and 

study, and in their second year the clergy lead them through a Confirmation curriculum. They 

are confirmed in their 10th grade year. A mission trip or pilgrimage is part of their experience.  

YAC stands for "Young Adults in Church."  These are Juniors and Seniors who have 

been Confirmed. They may choose to serve the church as Sunday school teachers, vestry 

liaisons, team members, or in any ways that suite their interests. They develop their own plan 

for the year and are advised by mentors.  

 

Projects from the past several years: 

 Serving at Loaves and Fishes food pantry and clothes closet in New Haven 
 Leading worship at Chapel on the Green, worship for homeless in New Haven 
 Leading Stations of the Cross for St. Peter’s parishioners during Lent 
 Leading an emphasis on environmental concerns, including the 350.org movement 

where we sent letters to representatives and also photographed the church in the shape 
of the numbers “350” to bring awareness to the need to reduce carbon emissions to 
350ppm. 

 Helping set up and sell pumpkins in our Pumpkin Patch; allocating proceeds to various 
national and local charities 

 Making pilgrimages to St. John the Divine in NYC 
 Worshipping on the beach at Hammonassett State Park 
 Sorting clothing donations at Columbus House 
 Organizing a bike ride to benefit ERD 
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 Having a scavenger hunt at IKEA 
 Participating in the Chapel on the Green, “Takin’ it to the Streets” program to learn more 

about homelessness in New Haven. 
 Hosting a “Hunger Meal” to educate parishioners about the percentage of people who go 

hungry in our world.  
 Painting jumps, setting up and cleaning up after the annual Horse Show 
 Helping teach Sunday school, volunteering in nursery, Children’s Chapel, as acolytes, 

readers, serving on the Vestry and various ministry teams.  
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Chapter IV - Music in Worship 
 

 

t. Peter’s Church is blessed to have a magnificent music program 

at our church. Under the direction of June Hale, our entire program 

has grown into one that is recognized throughout the community 

and state.  

 

The following information is taken from “An Informal History” by Helen Bray: 

 

St. Peter’s was one of the earliest parishes in the diocese to encourage the chanting and 

singing of Psalms and to train young choir members. Among the early settlers in the colonies 

had been some Anglican church musicians who brought with them their musical skills and it is 

not surprising that early Episcopal Church music was patterned after Anglican choir and organ 

music. They too sang the Venite and other canticles, the Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis and the 

Sanctus. There hymns were largely based on the Psalms as arranged by Tate and Brady or 

Watts, or verses set to music by these men. There were no hymnals as such and the 

congregation sat during the singing, standing only for the Gloria. 

 
The earliest minutes of annual meetings at St. Peter’s reveal that “Choristers” were elected 

each year along with wardens, vestrymen and clerks. A “Chorister” was a leader who would sing 

a verse of a Psalm and the congregation would sing it after him. As each chorister might 

embellish it in his own way, this could have been a time-consuming process.  

 

Over and over again references were made in early accounts to the “singing committee.” The 

choristers were appointed to be the committee to select tunes for the coming year, and to 

develop the subscription list to raise money so that the committee of the parish could make any 

arrangements about singing they thought necessary. The rector did not as yet have jurisdiction 

over the music of the parish as he/she  does today. Because many of the parishes did not have 

a priest every Sunday and services were led by lay readers, a “Singing Committee” was 

necessary to maintain continuity in the music program until churches had full time rectors. 

 

The first reference to an organ in St. Peter’s is found in a subscription list to raise money for an 

organ in 1844. The sum raised was $355.00. Between this time and 1871, it is unclear if the 

organ that was used belonged to a parishioner or was purchased. Around 1873 an organist was 

hired for the sum of $38.47. 

 

One can see by the above paragraphs that St. Peter’s has, through the years, believed that 

music was an integral part of the service and for all the succeeding years our music program 

has grown into what we have today. In this book you will see the names and dates of the 

organists/music directors who were at St. Peter’s from 1985 until the present.  

Each of these musicians brought with them their individual skills and talents and, with the 

consent of the rector, led the choir and performed the music according to their style, education 

and background. 

S 
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The following information is taken from “Music at St. Peter’s “music brochure:” 

 

The goal of our music program is to extend and enhance the worship esperience with musical 

offerings of the highest quality from many traditions, such as classical, gospel, folk, ethnic, and 

jazz. Whether you are involved in making the music , or prefer simply to listen, we hope you feel 

inspired and welcomed by our services. 

 

 
 

St. Peter’s Parish Choir and Choristers singing from the altar 
 

Adult Parish Choir 

The Adult choir consists of men and women who sing most Sunday mornings throughout the 

year.  The choir rehearses once a week and on Sunday mornings. 

2010 Roster:  Avril Cocking, Frank Darius, Nancy Darius, Scott Gadwa, Van Hale, Pieter van 

Heiningen, Michelle Humble, Alice Jackson, Cynthia Jensen, Kate Killea, Jeff Knickerbocker, 

Cathy Mattheis, Jennifer Michnowicz, Dana Paul, Kristin Peters, Thom Peters, Kathy Queen, 

Lois Sadler, Caitlin Seadale, Sam Waldo, Bob Williams, and Nancy Williams. 

The Adult Parish Choir meets each summer in Vermont for a weekend at the Hales’ summer 

house and to sing a service at the Church On the Hill in Weston, VT.  Although the weekend 

goes quickly, the bonds built are lasting.  David and Sheila Swift and Helen Burdick, Cathy 
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Mattheis mother, provide a festive lunch at the Swift’s home following the special Sunday 

morning service each year.  There were sixteen choir members who made the trip in 2010. 

 

St. Peter’s Madrigal Singers 

This is a choir of men and women which sings an outreach program in the community and 

occasionally in church services.  They perform concerts at various venues dressed in traditional 

Elizabethan costume and perform choral music written throughout music history specifically for 

chamber-sized choral groups. 

2010 Roster:  Van Hale, Conductor; June Hale, Michaela Hauser-Wagner, Jennifer 

Michnowicz, Kristin Peters, Thom Peters, Lois Sadler, Caitlin Seadale, Sam Waldo, Bob 

Williams, and Nancy Williams. 

 

 

 

 

The Madrigal, 

an abbreviated history 
information taken from   www.bloomconsort.com 

 
While today we have a seemingly endless variety of musical choices – both in style and in 

accessibility – the beauty of a cappella music, chamber music, and in particular, the Madrigal, 

has a unique appeal which endures through the centuries. Madrigals were first written and 

Alice Jackson, Jen Michnowicz, Sam Waldo, Kristen Peters, Nancy Darius, Bob 

Williams, Marian Belson, Nancy Williams, Thom Peters, Frank Darius and June 

Hale on the keyboard 

http://www.bloomconsort.com/
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performed during a time in history when all entertainment was live. No recording devices, or 

broadcast capability existed. Traveling jugglers, storytellers and magicians provided some relief 

from the typical day's drudgery, but making one's own music and art were fine recreation for the 

Renaissance man or woman. 

 

The ability to sing, or play some musical instrument, or both, was considered part of a child’s 

essential education. The actual playing or singing, as well as the listening, was considered good 

entertainment. Much of the music available at that time was challenging, and taken on with 

gusto by amateur musicians. Consider that Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos were written for 

performing by members of a family not far different in their context (if not finances) than many 

families you know today! 

 

A reference to learn more on this subject, particularly the English Madrigal, can be found in 

Bruce Pattison’s “Music and Poetry of the English Renaissance.” Pattison discusses that 

Thomas Morley, a famed composer of the English Madrigal, and, a music teacher, had 

something to gain from convincing people that music was an important subject for study, but 

also points out that "he would scarcely have inferred a standard of proficiency wildly beyond 

contemporary realities", supporting the theory that musical training was considered a necessary 

part of a good upbringing in Renaissance times.  

 

Madrigals were written in many languages, including English, Italian, French, and more. In 1588 

a collection of Italian Madrigals was translated into English and circulated, much to the joy of 

English enthusiasts…for although some Italian Madrigal manuscripts had been in circulation 

since the 1530's, "Musica transalpina" was the first collection of Italian madrigals to be 

published in England. It was certainly not the last, however, since during that period the English 

had become fascinated with Italian culture and demanded both music and poetry in that style. 

 

Original English Madrigals grew out of the development of native English poetry and the sonnet, 

which lent itself to Madrigal music development. English Madrigals in particular were 

characterized by a light, clear texture (often with sudden contrasts), short, rhyming lines, 

variable design, and a textual orientation toward love songs. Almost exclusively cheery in 

attitude, even if the subject matter was serious, the setting was light-hearted, with even sad text 

punctuated by cheery "Fa La La" choruses! 

 

The earlier mentioned Thomas Morley (1557-1603) is generally considered the father of the 

English Madrigal, and he began publishing Italianesque music in 1593. Morley's assimilation of 

Italian techniques is repeatedly illustrated in his work. Thomas Weelkes was a major composer 

of the second generation of the English Madrigal School. His major contribution was the addition 

of some structural solidity that Morley's madrigals had lacked. Weelkes published four books of 

madrigals (Kerman, Elizabethan 223). His first collection was not much different than Morley's 

works and the bulk of his output was light works. Weelkes' primary importance, however, comes 

from his more serious works, which were marked by introducing the 'fa-la' into a 'serious' 

madrigal. Weelkes also uses the 'fa-la' refrain in his somewhat more reserved tunes. 
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Weelkes did not follow the Italians in other ways, though. He used only English poetry. In 

addition, Weelkes' works sometimes make for more challenging singing because of his 

tendency toward an instrumental style of writing, also seen in some of Handel’s early works 

such as his Dixit Dominus. 

By the early 1600s, the Madrigal began to take a back seat to the lute-song, a less artificial and 

more native form. In spite of its decrease in popularity, it continued to be regular fare for a good 

quarter century after Thomas Morley’s death, and has had small but significant resurgences of 

popularity in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  

 

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 
Sing forth the honor of his name: make his praise glorious. 

Psalm 66:1-2 
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Junior Youth Choristers 
 

The Junior Youth Choristers Choir is currently comprised of youngsters 
from preschool to grade two who love to sing. Led by Music Director 
June Hale these children are learning to follow specific directions and 
sing songs of faith and inspiration appropriate for the ages of the group 
members.  
 
They sing once a month at the 10:30 service. Many of these 
youngsters also take part in special services such as Mothering 

Sunday, Christmas productions and others. These children are putting down deep  
roots of friendship and encouragement to one another as friends and fellow music 
lovers. 

 
 

 
 
 

  

“God sent his Singers upon earth with songs of sadness and of mirth, 
That they might touch the hearts of men and bring them back to heaven again.” 

 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Danny Knickerbocker, Grace Azaula, Phoebe Taiwo, Olivia Renker, Erin 
Alexander, Alex Michaud, (back row) Amber Austin, Thomas Bonitz, Hailey 
Strauss, Angelica Ioine, Sophia Renker, and Summer Dobbins 
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Choristers 

 
    

The present program for youngsters from third grade through high school was devised by the 

Royal School of Church Music, an English system whereby students are taught to read music 

and to learn to sing as soloists and choir members with the goal that each will remain a singer 

for life.  The emphasis is on learning to sing in a healthy manner from the very beginning, and to 

become musically literate.   

    The program marks the development of each student with specified goals, giving ribbons of 

honor as various milestones are passed.  The program also builds camaraderie amongst the 

members and encourages joyful community spirit.  The Choristers at St. Peter’s prepare 

anthems, service music, hymns, and Evensong presentations in the course of their rehearsals.  

They rehearse two times a week and sing at almost all of the Sunday morning services in the 

academic year.  Each year the Choristers meet at Camp Incarnation in Ivoryton for a week of 

intensive rehearsals, devotionals, and camping fun. 

This past year (2010) twenty-two Choristers enrolled in the camp.  Parents pay over $400. 00 

each (the cost would be higher except for the yearly fundraiser entitled, Fiesta con Choristers) 

for the children to have the week together, and the experience bears rich fruit.  It bonds the 

group not only in working as a team but in sharing similar life goals.  
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Youth Ensemble 
 

The St. Peter’s youth Ensemble is a group of youthful instrumentalists who 
enjoy playing in a small ensemble for services and various other occasions. 
The size of the group is flexible, but exists now as a quintet of string and wind 
players who rehearse on a flexible schedule to play several times a year in 
church services. Admission to the group is open to anyone who currently 
sings with the Choristers, and is open to anyone in the church or community 
by audition with the director, June Hale. 

 

 
Musica Sacra 

 
Young people who have maintained membership as Choristers and who have earned a red 
medal in the “Voice for Life” program are invited to join Musica Sacra, a group which sings 
mostly early a cappella music of the Renaissance. This year (2010) the group will travel to 
Montreal in April to sing in worship service at the Notre Dame and the Oratory of St. Joseph.  
 

 
Through the Years 

 
  

Mardi Gras Sunday with 

Dixieland Band 

Guest Instrumentalists 

Gospel Music 

 

 

U2 Eucharist 
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The following excerpts were written by Adult Choir members: 

From Alice Jackson: 

St. Peter’s Church began hiring Organist/Choir Directors from the Institute of Sacred Music at 

Yale in 1986 when the late Organist and Music Director, Wendel Piehler, resigned.  These Yale 

students were hired for two-year intervals during their course of study.  With Jeffrey Smith, the 

first student hired, we began singing Anglican chant and exploring the 1982 hymnal in depth. 

With Vince Edwards, also a Yale student at the time, the choir was brought to a new peak.  We 

gave two concerts:  the Faure Requiem and the Messiah, Part III.  We also sang the Bruckner 

Requiem at Yale for his final recital.  We as a choir cared for each other, going as a group to 

visit and sing for two members when they were terminally ill. 

From Frank Darius: 

One of my fond memories is of Susan Wiles.  She, as June, is a very spiritually oriented woman.  

While she was “short” on her organ skills, she was huge in spirit and heart.  The organ skills 

part, I suspect, is the basis of our a cappella work.  Wendel [Piehler] always amazed me in that 

he almost always left “drenched”…profuse sweating, but he could play.  We have, on the whole, 

been very blest with the level of choir directors that we have had over the years and especially 

now with June and Van who are doing marvelous things with the younger members. 

From Kristin Peters: 

In the mid 90’s, Amy Foster and Marian Fales lead the littlest singers when Elizabeth [Peters] 

was about three.  Bethany [Fales] and/or Becca [Fales] would lead them, Pied Piper style, with 

a plate of Dunkin’ Donut munchkins upstairs.  These kids learned very early the sung liturgy, 

Lord’s Prayer as well as special little songs. 

From Scott Gadwa: 

This is written from Long Island, where Suki and I sang with a nearby parish choir this morning.  

After chatting with their director, it seems to me I’ve taken for granted the rich musical variety 

we’ve enjoyed at St. Peter’s.  The gentleman I spoke to felt frustration over being limited to the 

central hymn tradition.  Jazz Vespers, spirituals, Taize, some gospel, Amahl, and Mardi Gras 

style Dixieland are blessings (among others) that have enriched our worship, and probably 

helped with outreach.  So let’s hear it for our rectors, past and present, as well as our directors, 

who have fostered a wonderful medley through the years! 

From Sam Waldo: 

I moved to Cheshire in 1987 and started looking for a church home.  I was immediately struck 

by the music at St. Peter’s.  As Alice and Kathy noted, Jeffrey Smith, a student in the Yale 

choral conducting program, was the organist at the time and he could flat-out play.  I didn’t feel 

the need to look anywhere else for a church.  Jeffrey, by his own admission, was dyslexic and 

had problems reading scores.   
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That didn’t stop him, however, and one of the most amazing things I saw was his ability to 

change keys on some fairly complicated organ accompaniments without any hesitation.  It sure 

helped us tenors!   

He was succeeded by a couple of less satisfactory directors.  I feel sure that this was, at least in 

part, a result of our having an interim rector whose focus was not on growing the music 

program.  And then there was Vince.  We all knew right away that we had a rising star in our 

midst.  We had to train him in the Anglican tradition (being a Baptist country boy from 

Tennessee), but he took to it like a duck to water.  I think that in the course of helping him learn 

this marvelous choral tradition, we learned so much more ourselves. 

We also knew that we would not be able to keep him for long and were thankful for the three 

years we shared.  When he left we resolved to stay away from the Yale program and 

interviewed for an organist/choir director.  We hired Peggy, but the relationship just didn’t work.  

She, a student of the French organists of the early 20th Century (Messiaen, etc.), moved us into 

a style of music we were just not ready for, or sufficiently skilled at performing. 

After Peggy left we revisited our connections with the Yale program, hiring Susan Wiles and 

then Paul Ciennewa.  While performing Cantique de Jean Racine with harp, directed by Paul, 

we found that the floor in the nave (near the current location of the baptismal font but nearer the 

main aisle) is a natural sound box for a harp.  The harpist was astounded at the sound she was 

able to produce – very deeply resonant.  

Susan Wiles led us to new heights in a cappella singing and Paul brought an octet down to 

perform a piece at Sprague Hall as part of New Music New Haven.  Tom Brand joined us after 

Paul left to take a teaching position with the UMASS system.  Tom was with us for several years 

until Robert Lee Adams was hired. 

From June Hale: 

Robert Lee Adams was my immediate predecessor.  His legacy is strongly felt in his 

establishment of the Chorister program.  The Rev. Sandra Stayner dreamed of a program for 

boys and girls which was modeled after the Royal School of Church Music and has been 

successful in many American Episcopal churches.  With Robert Lee’s supervision, three 

dedicated Choristers steadily grew in number.  We now have twenty-six committed youngsters.  

The idea which was initiated on the English model has now become an American modification 

to fit our community. 

The Adult Parish Choir has been a well-grounded, enthusiastic group from which the energy 

continues to flow.  The additions to the music program since I have arrived have grown out of 

the continuing quest to find meaningful musical expressions of Christianity for all individuals, no 

matter what age or stage of spiritual development.  We are open to new ideas while we build on 

those steeped in tradition.  It is our hope at St. Peter’s that each member can find a place which 

feels like a home, where the search for spiritual substance can continue with others who support 

and inspire.
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Nine Lessons and Carols  

 
St. Peter’s offers many opportunities to worship throughout the year in 

addition to the regular Sunday services. One of these special 

occasions is in December when we honor the season by participating  

in “Lessons and Carols.” This beautiful spoken and sung presentation 

takes place in our sanctuary with participation by the combined choirs, priests and members of 

the congregation and community. 

 

 
 

 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols is a format for a service of Christian worship 

celebrating the birth of Jesus that is traditionally followed at Christmas. The story of the fall of 

humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short Bible readings 

from Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of Christmas 

carols, hymns and choir music. 

 

The format was based on an Order drawn up by Edward White Benson, later Archbishop of 

Canterbury but at that time Bishop of Truro, in Cornwall, for use on Christmas Eve (24 

December) 1880. Tradition says that he organized a 10 pm service on Christmas Eve in a 

temporary wooden shed serving as his cathedral  and that a key purpose of the service was to 

keep men out of pubs on Christmas Eve.  
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Getting Ready for Lessons and Carols 

The original liturgy has since been adapted and used by other 
churches all over the world. Lessons and Carols most often 
occur in Anglican churches, and in some Roman Catholic and 
Lutheran parishes and institutions. However numerous Christian 
churches have adopted this service, or a variation on this 
service, as part of their Christmas celebrations. In the UK, the 
service has become the standard format for schools' Christmas 
carol services. 

The Reverend Porteus began this tradition at St. Peter’s Church 
and all succeeding rectors have carried on the tradition.   
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Chorister Camp 
Vocal and Spiritual Training (as well as fun for all participants) 

 

Beginning in July of 2005, under the direction 

of Robert Lee, St. Peter’s began offering a 

two week full day choir/drama camp at the 

church. This special camp was offered to 

children of Cheshire and surrounding towns 

and was open to children of all faiths. Robert 

Lee and the dedicated parents of the 

Chorister Steering Committee planned the 

specialty camp that included activities in 

movement, yoga, recreation, building and 

craft making to support the musical and 

drama components. 

 

The camp activities are centered on weekly themes as presented in the bible. The themes are 

then creatively explored through many mediums including songs, spoken word and creative 

writing exercises. For example, the children collaborate with their drama coaches in developing 

script and designing a set which will then be featured at Thursday evening performances held 

each week at church.  Crystal Brian, director of the drama program at Quinnipiac coordinated 

the drama aspect of the camp with volunteers from Cheshire High School and Quinnipiac 

University.  

Upon the arrival of June Hale as Choir 

Director/organist, the St. Peter’s Chorister 

summer program expanded to include an 

overnight camp experience. Ivoryton Choir 

Camp is open to any St. Peter's Chorister 

who is now active in the program, or who is 

in third grade or above and wishes to enter 

the program in September of that year. 

The camp is held at the Incarnation Center, 

an Episcopal Church camp, in Ivoryton, 

CT.   It is a boarding camp based on 

double occupancy of each room. The week 

includes singing, worshipping, Voice for Life study, group discussions on topics of interest to 

youngsters, plus swimming, hiking, games, sports, and getting to know one another through 

various activities.  The food is excellent (everyone gains weight this week) and is served in an 

adjacent family-style lodge. 

Cost is paid by the parent but scholarship money is available for those who require assistance. 
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1985- 2010 Organists of St. Peter’s Church 

 
Our previous organists and choir directors,  

Where are they now? 
 

 
  

Vince Edwards 

Organist May, 1991 – October, 1994 

 

Currently organist/choir director  

St. Paul’s on the Green 

Norwalk, CT 

Francine MicKlus 

Organist June, 1990 – May, 1991 

Interim organist under Margaret Hutchins Interim 

Priest for St. Peter’s Church 

 

Currently Music Minister 

Mary, Seat of Wisdom Church 

Park Ridge 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

Peggy Kelley Reinburg 

Organist October 1994 -1996 

Currently faculty member 

     VWC Center for Sacred Music 

Wendell H. Piehler 

Organist - October, 1985 – June, 1986 

Deceased 

Jeffrey Smith 

Organist 1986 – 1989 

 

Currently faculty member of 

IU Jacobs School of Music 



 

[111] 

Our previous organists and choir directors,  
Where are they now? 

 
  

Paul Ciennewa 

Organist          1998-2000 

 

Currently he directs the choruses at 

Framingham State College and Mount Ida 

College and lectures at the University of 

Massachusetts--Dartmouth 

Thomas Brand 

Organist 1996 – 1998 

2000 - 2004. 

 

Organist & Choirmaster, St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, Bridgeport, CT 

 

CT Artistic Director, United Choir School, 

New Haven, CT 

 

Robert Lee Adams 

Organist 2004 – 2006 

 

Currently Director of Music 

St. James Episcopal Church 

On the green 

Woodstock, VT 
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Chapter V - Ministries of the Church 

The Church Is Not the Building 

The publisher of the Good News magazine writes these words:  

“When the New Testament talks about the Church, it speaks of an assembly of people. In the 
Bible the word church is a translation of the Greek word ekklesia, meaning "a calling out." (See 
"The Historical Background of the Word Church".) It never refers to a building or meeting place, 
but always to people, the ones "called out" of the world's society by God calling them into His 
service. The Church of the Bible is not a cold, stone building, but a group of warm and loving 
people specially chosen by God.” 

“When Jesus said, "... I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18), He was 
saying the Church—His chosen people—would not die out. It 
would be alive-a warm and caring body of believers striving to 
serve God, do His work and support each other.” 

And let’s look at these words taken from The Church – The 

Body of Christ by John MacArthur 

"The Church is not a physical building, but a 

group of believers; not a denomination, sect, or 

association, but a spiritual body. The Church is 

not an organization, but a communion, a 

fellowship of one body, and it includes all 

believers."  

  

http://www.gnmagazine.org/bsc/10/wordchurch.htm
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Acolyte Ministry 
 

The word “acolyte” comes from a Greek word meaning “a servant or attendant 

who waits on another.” The Acolyte ministry originated from Old Testament 

times. The Scriptures tell us of the prophet Samuel and Elisha assisting Eli 

priest. 

 

Early Christian adoption of this custom has been 

carried forward to the present day. The Acolyte 

assists priests and deacons in celebrating the Holy Eucharist and 

other rites of the church. The Book of Common Prayer states, “At 

all celebrations of the Liturgy, it is fitting that the principal celebrant 

be assisted by other priests, and by deacons and lay persons.” 

 

When serving at the altar, one is actively assisting the celebrant 

and the congregation in worship of God. It is an important job! An 

Acolyte is important to the beauty of the service and is in a position 

to enhance worship. Generally, anyone over the age of ten can be 

an Acolyte although at St. Peter’s Church we have several “little” 

girls who are now serving as Acolytes and are the youngest we 

have had.  

 

Each new Acolyte must 

attend training sessions 

and follow the guidelines 

as outlined in the Altar 

Server Manual and the 

Acolyte Manual. 

 

 

Acolytes are expected to remain in active service for 

at least one year and are welcome to continue for 

longer periods. St. Peter’s has children, teenagers 

and adults who lovingly serve as Acolytes. For many 

years George Jensen served as Head of the 

Acolytes.  

 

 
Thank you George Jensen for your years of dedicated  
service . 

 
 

Seminarian Dora Odarenko reads the 

Gospel while the Acolytes Eddie Colechia 

and Jeanne Carol Rice hold the candles and 

the cross. 
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In 2009 Halley Strauss, age ten, became the youngest child to become an acolyte. She was 
later joined by Olivia and Sophie Renker in 2010.  
 
 

Acolyte Directors through the years: 

 
Walter Hoerman    1985  

Richard & Paula Lamlin  1986 

Eric Spengler   1988 – 1989 

David Oliver Thorp  1990 

George Jensen  1990 - 2010 

Alan Blume   2010 - 
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Lectors 
 

Thank you to Charlie Waggoner, Jr. for the information on the following four topics. 

 
Lectors participate in the services at St. Peter’s by reading the 

First and Second Lessons and also lead the Prayers of the 

People. These readers, although an integral part of the service, 

do not have to be licensed by the Bishop therefore allowing their 

replacement whenever necessary. Oftentimes St. Peter’s Youth 

act as lectors.  

 

Lay Readers 
Lay Readers are licensed by the Bishop to officiate at certain 
services such as Morning and Evening 
Prayer. The primary function of the lay 
readers at St. Peter’s is to conduct 
services at local convalescent homes. 
Morning Prayer is read on the first 
Sunday of the month at the Highland 

                                                Health Care Center. 
 

In some instances, lay readers officiate at weekday Morning Prayer 

and at other services when members of the clergy are not available to lead these services.  

 

Ushers 
An usher is the usually the first to arrive person before the service 

begins. The ushers make sure everything is ready for the parishioners 

to arrive and then stands at the door to the sacristy handing out Church 

Bulletins and/or the Order of Worship to those entering for services. 

Meeting someone with a pleasant smile, and a warm welcome helps to 

set the tone and make people feel that the church is happy to have 

them join us.  

 

In certain times the ushers direct worshipers to seats in the church and makes sure  and may 

directs them to comfortable seats.  She/he also sees to it that  the parishioners are alright and 

will immediately attend to any situation that may arise. Ushers also collect the offering and 

present it to the altar, direct people to the altar at Communion time, keep a watchful eye on the 

congregation to make sure everything is ok and to help in emergencies is they arise. At St. 

Peter’s you often see an usher bringing crayons and books to young children when they join 

their parents during the service. 

 

 

Thom Peter’s reads the 

lessons for the 3
rd

 

Sunday after Epiphany 
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Ministers of the Chalice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Gail Ignatowski offers 

the wine to a parishioner 

Ruth Sullo offers the wine 

to a parishioner 
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James 2:14-17  

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he 

has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 

save him? I 

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 

lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” 

without giving them the things needed for the 

body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if 

it does not have works, is dead. 

 

Caregiver’s Ministry  

“As people of God we are called to care for one another as we seek god’s healing presence and peace.” 

 

In 1997 a very special parishioner, Tina McGrath, 

began the ministry of Caregivers. Oftentimes Tina 

would arrive at someone’s home with an entire 

meal she had prepared herself. She also assumed 

the role of team leader for many or most of the 

activities. The Ministry of Caregivers allows 

parishioners the opportunity to experience the joy 

of helping others who are in need. Caregiver 

Coordinators have organized the programs that 

encompass the areas of concern.  The following 

information is taken from the Caregivers Brochure 

that is available in our church: 

 

Caregiver’s Cupboard –  

Team Leader, Joan Hodgson 

Parishioners may make homemade meals and put them in the parish freezer. The 

meals will be delivered to people or families in the midst of stressful situations. If 

there is an urgent need for more food, the coordinator may call upon parishioners 

to help by making (or buying) a meal and delivering it to the individual or family. 

This may last for more than one or two meals depending on the circumstances. 

 

Transportation – Team Leader, Mary Ellen Morgan 

Parishioners may provide rides to church or medical appointments for people 

who are able to get into and out of a car. (Drivers should be aware of brief or 

lengthy time periods for appointments).  

 

  Friendship Quilts – Team Leader, Nancy Darius  

Colorful, washable quilts are sewn with love and prayers in the parish hall on 

Thursday mornings and given to parishioners convalescing from illness or 

coping with various life circumstances. 
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"There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers 

and toward the poor and needy in your land." Deuteronomy 15:11  

Flower Ministry – Team Leader, Susanne Deering 
 
After the primary service on Sunday flowers that are used on the altar are 
divided up and delivered to folks who are convalescing. 

 

 Friendly Visitors – Team Leader, Margery Nettleton 

 
Friendly Visitors are paired with a parishioner who is convalescing 
or homebound. They agree to make a visit at least once a month 
and enjoy an on-going friendship with that person. (Training is 
available). 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 

   Handy Helpers  - Team Leader, Gene Caputo 
 
Volunteers offer physical services to those incapable of doing (or arranging for) 
small maintenance jobs in the home.  

 
 

Holiday Gifts – Team Leader Needed  
 
Crafts and cards are made in the church school for homebound and nursing 
home parishioners and delivered by friendly visitors. 
 
 

 

     Lay Eucharistic Ministers - Team Leader, Anita Linsley 
 
    Communion is brought to parishioners at home or in hospitals or convalescent     
    homes. (Training is provided). 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Anna Dunlop with Evelyn Brodeur (age 101) at the 

Highland Health Care Center Healthcare Center  
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 Prayer Team - Team Leaders Avril Cocking, Suki Gadwa 

 
     Members of the Prayer Team become part of a prayer chain that is activated in     

     situations of crisis. The requests are distributed regularly by email. We request   

     prayers for our selves, family and friends. 

 
 
 

 

 
Rosebuds -  Team leader, Tracy Andrews 
 
A rose is placed on the chapel altar when a child is born and a prayer of 
thanksgiving is said during the Sunday Service. A Card is sent to the family.  

 
 
 

 
Quilters – Team leader, Nancy Darius 
 

 

 
 

“Blankets wrap you in 

warmth, 

Quilts wrap you in love.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Have you ever been in need of a hug, have you ever felt that you needed to just curl up on the 

couch with a book and a hot cup of tea while you recover from an illness, have you ever wanted 

to pull a blanket or quilt over yourself and grab a nap after coming home from the hospital? 

There are times when a special quilt is required to fill a need, provide comfort or give someone 

a blessing. 

 

L to R – Ruth Ellen Harkness, Audrey Notation, Joyce Leach, Alice 

Jackson and Nancy Darius 
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Beginning in 2000 a wonderful group of women led by Nancy Darius, came together to make 

this possible. This group of dedicated quilters meets every Wednesday at the church to make 

quilts for those parishioners and friends who need a touch of love. Each quilt, although made of 

fabric, also contains the thoughts and prayers of those who make them. And when they are 

delivered, the quilt is wrapped in love and sent with prayer.  

 

Taken from churchpublishing.org 

 
“For countless generations, patchwork quilts have been a visible act of love. Pieced together 

from bits and pieces of material, they represent the handiwork and devotion of the quilter - and a 

deep and comforting connection with the person they’re presented to.  

 

In the Quilters Ministry, though, the quilt has become 

something more-a visible act of prayer. It’s made not just 

 with artistry but with purpose; not just with fabric but with 

prayer.  

 

From the time the fabric is purchased to the time the 

finished quilt is given away, a prayer quilt is prayed over by 

scores of people, from the person who cuts the fabric to 

the person who inserts the ties. And most importantly - 

when the quilt is completed it is ready to be passed on to 

someone in need. A quilt is a prayer quilt because prayers 

are part of its fabric.” 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Give and it shall be given unto you: good measure, pressed down, and shaken together 
and running over... [Luke 6:38]" 

 

Joyce Leach on the sewing machine 

Loving hands  

Chris Tall and Nancy Darius 
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Prayer at St Peter’s 
Contributed by Avril Cocking 

 

Since St. Peters beginnings 250 years ago, doubtless there have 

always been men and women, people of prayer. It’s my 

understanding that St Peter’s Church began with prayer meetings 

in a founder member’s home. 

The prayer ministry as we know it today began under Fr. Ken 

Coleman’s oversight and encouragement.  Names and needs 

would be lifted up at the Thursday 10:00am service, and then 

prayed for during and after the service, during the week and again on Sundays. 

We began putting a open notebook and pen on a table in the narthex for people to enter prayer 

requests as they came in to church. The notebook with the requests would be taken up to the 

altar at the time of the offering where it was placed on the chapel altar and there remained and 

the requests prayed for a week. 

Fr. Coleman would also give names and needs to people of prayer and 1 or 2 of us would stay 

and pray awhile after the service on Thursday and Sunday, plus we would visit and pray with 

those with special needs in homes and hospitals during the week. 

Fr Steve Fales did the same thing, giving names and needs for prayer and visitation. 

As far as I can recall the Easter prayer vigil began in the late 70s – people praying through the 

night taking turns at church or at home as people were able.  Tina McGrath came along and 

gave her special spark to the vigils, setting up and using plants to make a garden setting and 

placing suitable reading material – books on prayer etc – on a table in the aisle as prayer aids.  

We had a sign-up sheet to avoid confusion and make sure that there would be 2 or more people 

at a time in the church 

In recent times, 70s and 80s there had long been a desire amongst us to set up a special prayer 

ministry – people were approached and asked for their thoughts. Volunteers offered their 

services and the Prayer Team ministry as we know it now began officially with a meeting of men 

and women of prayer in the library after church one Sunday morning* with Rev Sandy Stayner. 

(* perhaps 2002 or earlier) 

We prayed and discussed how to proceed to meet the many prayer needs present and future. It 

was asked by some present that we not meet at a special time and place on a regular basis as 

we all had enough meetings on schedule already- So how to proceed – by phone as we were 

already doing, or what? 

Betsy Buckley kindly offered to e-mail the team with prayer needs which she skillfully and 

promptly did until she and her family moved out of town.  It was then that Suki Gadwa offered to 

continue the e-mails which she very ably does with Scott; fielding phone calls.  Rev Sandy 
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Stayner and Susan Davis took prayer requests, Kim Clarke passing them along since Susan 

moved away. 

Earlier during Fr Steve Fales tenure we had a list of 10 people divided into teams of 2 who 

would take turns to pray with people who needed a loving and listening ear and a praying heart.  

Every Sunday there would be 2 people in the pews at the front of the church who would lovingly 

listen and pray.  By dividing up into pairs we were only on call once in 5 weeks and one could 

swap dates if needed so it never seemed a burden, but was a privilege and a joy. 

At one point in time we had a purple ribbon on our name tags to denote we were ‘prayer team’. 

Later we had red badges which actually said “prayer team”.  Sometimes people would stop us 

for prayer and we would pray right on the spot quickly or go into the sanctuary or chapel to pray. 

Currently we are blessed to have 16 able generous people on our team plus staff. 

 

Healing Prayer after Communion 
Contributed by Reverend Ray Anderson 

 

St. Peter's provides an opportunity for people to receive an ancient sacrament of the church, 

Laying on of Hands or Holy Unction.  This is an opportunity to pray for healing in oneself or 

another person.  The priest will lay their hand upon the person, anoint them with holy oil   

and pray for our Lord's healing spirit to be with them and provide what they need for healing to 

continue.  

  

Such prayers for healing are seen to work in conjunction with modern  medicine.  Studies have 

shown that patients with a positive faith in  a loving benevolent God and belief in their future 

wellness actually recover quicker and more often than those who do not have such hope.  

  

Healing is sought for many reasons: an illness, addiction, depression, dysfunctional relationship, 

or personal problem.  When coming forward to receive this sacrament it's not necessary to   

explain in great detail to the priest since the prayer is between yourself and God.  The priest is 

simply the intermediary between you both, an honor that the priest takes very seriously.  Usually 

a lay person assists the priest with the Laying on of Hands to emphasize the entire 

congregation's support of the healing process.  

  

The holy oil we use is received annually during Holy Week from our diocesan Bishop.  

  

 

James 5:16 Confess [your] faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 

healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availed much. 
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Women’s Bible Study Group 
Contributed by Lisa Schweitzer 

 

St. Peter’s Mothers’ Group recently celebrated its sixth anniversary, continuing to gather weekly 

throughout the school year.  This group was formed in 2004 at the urging of Sandy Stayner as a 

means of offering mothers of young children an opportunity for regular fellowship.  Over the 

years, membership has fluctuated, but a core group of five moms has been with the group from 

the start.   

The group currently consists of 13 mothers (of children ranging in age from 3 to 20) gathering 

on Thursday mornings from 10-11am to share Bible study, fellowship and prayer, providing 

childcare for one another’s young children on a rotational basis.  Typically we embark on one to 

two “studies” each year (although it took us a full two years of meetings to complete a study of 

women of the Bible).  Study topics have additionally included a comparison of Parables and 

Proverbs, an examination of the books of Esther and Ruth and most recently, a look at the 

Gnostic gospel of Mary Magdalene.  

From the start, we’ve tried to provide a setting where mothers of young children can come 

together for an hour of relatively stress-free fellowship and 

comfortably examine elements of our faith.   

A warm cup of tea, unbridled laughter, time-tested parenting advice, 

questions and insights from Scripture and prayer for the concerns of 

our lives – these are the ever present elements of each Mother’s 

Group gathering.   

Behind the scenes though, Mothers’ Group has developed into something more, a small 

community that supports one another through both joy and sorrow.  Prayer, rides to doctors and 

lawyers, babysitting, “girl’s nights out”, meals during times of sickness, and most importantly, 

arms always open in embrace – these are what really defines St. Peter’s Mothers’ Group, a 

greater understanding and practice of God’s love for his creation. 

The evening Women’s Faith Sharing group was established in January of 2007 at the request of 

parishioner Maryann Lewis.  Admiring the morning Mothers’ Group, she desired a similar 

experience for women who worked during the day.  The group began as a 4-week “pilot” 

working with a study of Parables and Proverbs.   

Response to this initial study was positive so the group was off and running, completing the year 

with study of praying the Psalms.  Flash forward three years and the group continues to meet in 

the parish library for discussion and prayer from 7-8pm on Wednesdays, with a regular 

gathering of 5-7 women.    

Since members are typically running in from work, and out to settle the day at home, the group 

is diligent about keeping to the hour time frame.  This allows group members to squeeze this 

precious time of fellowship into their busy weeks. 
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Overall membership (including those only able to participate via 

email) numbers 14.  Group membership includes St. Peter’s 

parishioners, members of the greater Cheshire community and email 

participants from CT and MA.  In addition to face-to-face gatherings, 

the group shares a weekly email study guide and journaling prompt.  

By extending our connection to one another through email, 

individuals who are not able to gather for discussion are still very much present in the sharing 

that occurs.   Happily, we have accomplished what Maryann desired in forming this group.  Like 

the Mothers’ Group, this group’s greatest strength lies in the connection that members have to 

one another.   

Lisa Schweitzer has been in charge of this group since it began and continues to lead these 

women in a spirit of love and prayer.   
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Education for Ministry 
Contributed by Dick Sullo 

Lay persons face the difficult and often subtle task of interpreting the richness of the church's faith in a 
complex and confusing world. They need a theological education which supports their faith and also 
teaches them to express that faith in day-to-day events. As the emphasis on lay ministry has grown, EfM 
has come to play an important role by providing a program that develops an informed and knowledgeable 
laity. 

The History and Scope of EfM 

  
The Education for Ministry program began with a vision of enrolling a few hundred students. 
Within a few years it developed into a program reaching several thousand students with 
groups around the globe.  

In addition to EfM groups throughout the USA, EfM can be found in Germany, Great Britian, 
New Zealand, Australia, Canada, the Bahamas, Hong Kong, Italy, and Switzerland. Over 
70,000 persons have participated in the program, and in the United States more than 22,000 
have completed the full four years. The 2006 USA enrollment reached more than 8,000. More 
than eighty dioceses of the Episcopal Church as well as other denominations have contractual 
arrangements with EfM.  

The Program 
 

The seminar group is the nucleus of the Education for Ministry program. A group consists of six 
to twelve participants and a trained mentor who meet weekly over the course of a nine-month 
academic year. These meetings are usually from two and a half to three hours in length. 

Through study, prayer, and reflection, EfM groups move toward a new understanding of the 
fullness of God's kingdom. This process can be illustrated by a two-rail fence. One rail is the 
Christian tradition. The other is the collective experience of the group's members. The rails are 
linked by fence posts which represent the seminar s 

Sessions where life and study meet. The fence is grounded in the soil of regular worship which 
is vital to the life of the group. 

Participants are given weekly assignments to study with the help of resource guides. Students 
are responsible for setting their own learning goals. They spend between two and four hours in 
study and preparation each week. In the seminars members have an opportunity to share their 
insights and discoveries as well as to discuss questions which the study materials raise for 
them. 

Through discussion and guided reflection, the seminars furnish an opportunity to deepen 
understanding of the reading materials. 

http://www.efmuk.org.uk/
http://www.efmuk.org.uk/
mailto:trevors@connexus.net.au
http://www.pacificcoast.net/~efm-canada
http://www.efmuk.org.uk/
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More important is the development of skills in theological reflection. The goal is to learn to think 
theologically. By examining their own beliefs and their relationship to our culture and the 
tradition of our Christian faith, participants can learn what it means to be effective ministers in 
the world. In coming to terms with the notion that everything we do has potential for manifesting 
the love of Christ, we discover that our ministry is at hand wherever we turn. 

The seminar is supported by a life of prayer and regular worship. EfM groups are encouraged 
to develop a pattern of worship appropriate to their situations. Liturgical materials are furnished 
with the course materials.  
  
Seminar groups work under the leadership of mentors who contract to serve as guides and administrators. 
They are not teachers in the traditional sense who are expected to impart information about the Christian 
tradition. The role of the teacher is built into the program materials. Dick Sullo is the mentor for the St. 
Peter’s EfM group. 

How does EfM work? 

Each seminar group of six to twelve students is led by a mentor. The group usually meets once 

a week during a nine-month cycle to reflect theologically, discuss the materials they have read 

and to worship together. Students follow a lesson and study guide which are to each week. 

There are no papers or tests   

For the third year, St. Peter’s offers EfM starting in September one night per week until June.  

There currently is space for new enrollees in the program.  Call Dick Sullo at 203-439-0111 for 

further information.  Information is also available through the St. Peter’s web site under 

“Ministries/Adult Formation”.  There is a link there to the EFM Home page. 
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Women’s Retreat 
 

Once a year women of the parish are invited to participate in a spiritual retreat that is designed 

to be a day of spiritual reflection and devotion. The retreat is held in various locations including 

Camp Washington, the Episcopal Camp in northwest CT., at the Wisdom House in Litchfield, 

CT or at St. Peter’s Church. In the past, several of the seminarians have been in charge of the 

retreat. Lunch is served, prayers are offered, guided workshops take place and the women go 

home feeling a renewed sense of peace and a greater feeling of God’s love in their lives.  

 

 
 
 
  

Women of the parish gather for a retreat at St. Peter’s 
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Singles Group 

What other things DO we do at St. Peter’s Church? 
 

    

 

        

  

Outreach Programs 

Coffee Hour 

 

Annual St. Peter’s Church Golf 

Tournament 
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Altar Guild 
  

Altar Guild Directress’s 1985 -2010 

1985 – Helen Bray 
1986 – Helen Bray 
1987 – Helen Bray 
1987 – 2006 Pat Trickey 
2006 – 2010 Sardi Baker 
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The Key 

Our Parish Newsletter 

Contributed by George Jensen 

 

A new format for the St. Peters newsletter, the Key was initiated in the fall of 1987 beginning 

with the September issue. 

 

The deadline is the Key shall be the 20th of each month. Information may be submitted in 

written form to the church office to the editor or to any staff member. Information for short 

notices may also be submitted by telephone to the church. 

 

A contact person for each guild, parish organization, or parish event shall be established. This 

person will be notified of the upcoming deadlines. Contact person shall be responsible for 

submitting information for the next issue by the deadline of each month. Organizers of events 

should notify a key staff person of the name of the contact person for that event. 

 

In 1987 Father Coleman reported on the editorial policy of St. Peter’s KEY: 

The newsletter is published 10 times a year and limited to four pages except in September, 

December and Lent. A “Vestry Highlights” column was added in the November issue, and there 

will be a regular feature.  

The Key deadline is the 20th of each month, which means the Vestry column will always be a 

month behind. The church staff serves as the Key committee, together with the parish editor 

Mary Lang, who spends 8-10 hours a month. 

The general editorial policy is to reflect the ministries and purposes of the parish. All parish 

events will be highlighted as long as they are open to all members of the parish.   
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St. Peter’s Presents “The Forums” 
An Exchange of Ideas about Spirituality in our Times  

In 2006 it was decided to bring a change to our service schedule. The 10:00 AM service was 

changed to 10:30 and the 8:00 AM to 8:15. There were several reasons for this change among 

them the opportunity for coffee hour to take place after the early service and before the 10 AM 

service . This would allow parishioners to mingle together and get to know each other better.  

During this time a new program was offered – the Forum. This unique opportunity would follow a 

specific outline that would provide new and interesting presentations by clergy, parishioners and 

visiting presenters.It would be a time for teaching, learning and discussion. It would be designed 

to allow the children to attend Sunday School while the adults attended the Forum – all age 

groups would be engaged at the same time. When the program started Kristen and Thom 

Peters assisted Daivd Stayner to “get the ball rolling.”  

When Kristen Peters left her position on the Forum committee, Michaela Wagner stepped up to 
continue what David and the Peters had begun. David continues to spearhead this Forum 
series.  
 
Some of the interesting and thought provoking topics have included: 
 

 Reading  books on the Life of Pi 

 Learning more about Christianity with an emphasis on the Epioscopal Church 

 Bringing  the Labyrinth to St. Peter’s 

 Introducing the “Village of Different Religions” (Exploring different religions) where 

participants had the opportunity to learn more about Judism, Buddism, and there was 

even a field trip to a Muslim Mosqe.  

 Coming to terms with grief and suffering 

 Discussing the Nicene Creed 

 How our Animals Bless Us 

 Creating a well connected worship life 

 How to Make Lent More Meaningful 

 Taking Care of the People and Things that are Impotant to us 

 

 

Recently the Forum leaders Began a Family Life Series – where we enjoyed a presentation by 

Andrew Sorbo on Diversity. 
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Chapter VI Special Services 

St Peter’s Celebrates Christmas 
 

“Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of love!” 
~Hamilton Wright Mabie  

 
Bishop of Myra 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

2001 

Christmas Pageant -  depicting the Birth of Christ 

Presented by the Sunday School 

2006 

Joan Hodgson and her mom Una 

2007 

The Lewis Family 

Camille, Mary Ann and Juliana 
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Blessing of the Animals 

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds 

in the air and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and 

sisters. We ask you to bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your 

plan. May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, 

in all your creatures! Amen.” 

 
 
 
 
 

  

John William 

Michaud  

and  

Ali Dunlop 

introduce their 

friends to Sandy 

Seminarian  

Elizabeth Marie 

Melchionna 

 

And 

 

Rev. Sandy Stayner 

lead the service. 
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Annual Pumpkin Sale 
 

 

 

 

As fall settles into New England and the town of 

Cheshire prepares for autumn’s festivities, St. 

Peter’s Church gears up for our annual Pumpkin 

Sale. Weeks before the pumpkins arrive; colorful 

signs appear on the front lawn of the church. Volunteers of many ages gather to unload and 

stack the great orange pumpkins. Various sizes are stacked together allowing customers to pick 

out just the right ones.   
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It normally takes about five months for a pumpkin to grow to maturity, but the front lawn of St. Peter’s 

Church turned orange overnight.  

Nearly 1,000 pumpkins arrive on the lawn facing Main Street for the church's annual Pumpkin Patch, 

a sale benefiting the church's ministries. Each year the pumpkins seem to be better and better.  

The pumpkins come from an Indian reservation in New Mexico and are delivered by Pumpkins USA, 

the company who coordinates the project. Project coordination is handled by Pumpkin Project 

Expert, Kim Clarke and she is assisted by volunteers who sign up to man the pumpkin hut – greeting 

visitors, helping with selection and collecting the 

money.  

In addition, there are pumpkin related items for sale 

as well as time for families to come together for 

some just plain fun! 

 

      
      

   
        
This sale has been a big hit with the members of the church and the citizens of Cheshire.  
Folks now look forward to purchasing their pumpkins at our church and know they are helping a 
worthy cause. On one Sunday a children’s/family fair is held in the church yard where everyone 
can participate in all kinds of fun activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Geoff Parsons 

Kim Clarke and Crystal Brian get ready for 

the fun! 

Norm Maconi, Sandy Stayner and Rob Egleston 

Get ready to hand out popcorn 

 

Sandy Stayner and Tracy Andrews 
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Chapter VII Easter 

Rev. Sandy Stayner prepares for the celebration 
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Preparation for Easter 
 

St. Peter’s Church has many activities and services in 

preparation for the feast of Easter. 

The Holy week of Easter begins with services on Maundy 

Thursday, so called because the word “Maundy” is derived 

from the Latin word “mandatum” meaning ceremony. On 

Maundy Thursday we commemorate the anniversary of the 

Last Supper where Jesus gathered with His disciples for 

the last Passover feast. During this” ceremony” members of 

the congregation take turns washing each other’s feet as 

we remember God’s admonition to His disciples “to love 

one another as I have loved you.”Good Friday also sees 

the he stripping of the altar in preparation for Good Friday. 

On Good Friday we have an opportunity to pray at the foot of the large cross that is present at 

the Altar rail. Parishioners are also encouraged to spend time at the church throughout the night  

in contemplative prayer, again remembering Christ’s time of prayer the night before his 

Crucifixion.    

Saturday evening there is an Easter Vigil 

service that includes special instrumental 

music as well as the glorious songs of the 

choirs. At the service baptisms are held for 

infants, children and adults as we welcome 

new members into the parish.  

During the season of Lent Stations of the 

Cross are offered on Friday evenings during 

Lent, and of course the distribution of ashes on 

Ash Wednesday when we begin Lent 

Palm Sunday services begin with a procession 

from the parking lot into the church as the 

choirs and congregation wave palms and sing 

hymns.  

  

Rev. Sandy Stayner washes the feet of a 

parishioner during the Maundy 

Thursday service. 
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 The Stations of the Cross 
History taken from Wikipedia 

“The Stations of the Cross originated in pilgrimages to Jerusalem. At the monastery of San 

Stefano at Bologna a group of connected chapels was constructed as early as the fifth century, by 

St. Petronius, Bishop of Bologna, which was intended to represent the more important shrines of 

Jerusalem. These may perhaps be regarded as the germ from which the Stations afterwards 

developed, though it is tolerably certain that nothing that we have before about the fifteenth 

century can strictly be called a Way of the Cross in the modern sense.  

Although several travelers who visited the Holy Land during the twelfth, thirteenth, and 

fourteenth centuries, mention a "Via Sacra,” i.e., a settled route along which pilgrims were 

conducted, there is nothing in their accounts to identify this with the Way of the Cross, as we 

understand it The devotion of the Via Dolorosa, for which there have been a number of variant 

routes in Jerusalem, was probably developed by the Franciscans after they were granted 

administration of the Christian holy places in Jerusalem in 1342. 

The earliest use of the word “stations,” as applied to the accustomed halting-places in the Via 

Sacra at Jerusalem occurs in the narrative of an English pilgrim, William Wey, who visited the 

Holy Land in the mid-1400s, and described pilgrims following the footsteps of Christ to the 

cross. 

During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries the Franciscans began to build a series of outdoor 

shrines in Europe to duplicate their counterparts in the Holy Land. The number of stations varied 

between eleven and thirty. In 1686, in answer to their petition, Pope Innocent XI granted to the 

Franciscans the right to erect stations within their churches. In 1731, Pope Clement XII extended 

the right of all churches to have the stations, provided that a Franciscan father erected them, with 

the consent of the local bishop. At the same time the number was fixed at fourteen. In 1857, the 

bishops of England were allowed to erect the stations by themselves, without the intervention of 

a Franciscan priest, and in 1862 this right was extended to bishops throughout the church.
 “ 

St. Peter’s Stations of the Cross 

 

In the early 1990’s a conversation was held during one of the Liturgical Committee meetings. At 

this meeting was the Rev. Kathleen Liles, Assistant Rector and Ruth Crespi both artists in their 

own right.  

Rev. Liles had professional training as a graphic artist and possessed a wonderful sense of 

color and style.  Ruth Crispi was a professional potter.  Attending the meeting were other 

women who had artistic ability including Mary Lang, a quilter.  
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 During one conversation it was decided 

that we needed to have our own St. Peter’s 

Stations of the Cross. This decision came 

because up to now we had been borrowing 

the Stations of the Cross from Catholic 

churches in the area whenever we wanted 

to have a special service of the Stations. 

The design and materials were decided 
upon. Others in the parish stepped up to 
help and the project was on its way. It was 
decided to use fabric and quilting and 
sewing techniques. They would make 
quilted panels in 100% cotton in colors that 
would have been available to the women in 
the 1700’s.     
 
Rev. Liles and Ruth Crispi came up with the 
design. Mary Lang was in charge of the 
sewing giving instructions to the others in 
how to complete the actual work. A group of 
ten women met in the church every 
Saturday to work on the quilts. Each one 
was hand stitched and there was a learning 
curve for those who had never quilted.  

 
 
 
Each session began with a prayer and the sessions became a time of devotion as the “doing” 
was just as important as the end product. Work was completed by Rev. Liles, Ruth Crispi, 
Nancy Darius, Tina McGrath, The Over the years the fabric has darkened and noticing this, 
Nancy and Charlie Dayton, parishioners, had the panels framed with glass to protect them. 
These beautiful and meaningful pieces can be seen hanging in the sanctuary during the season 
of Lent.  
 
During the years the Stations of the Cross have been led 
by several people including the priests, seminarians, 
associate rectors and lay individuals. This year, 2011, the 
Stations will be led by the Rite 13 group of young people. 
Readings and music accompany the pilgrimage to each 
station. 
 
  

Station VI 

St. Peter’s Stations of the Cross 

http://www.supercoloring.com/wp-content/main/2009_03/stations-of-the-cross-coloring-page.jpg
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Mothering Sunday i.e., Simnel Cake Sunday 
This information is taken from the church bulletin 

 
St. Peter’s Church celebrates this festival on the fourth Sunday in Lent. 

 

 
 
 
 

Mothering Sunday: The fourth Sunday of Lent has been called by various names derived from 
the Scriptures traditionally used for that Sunday. Two of the best known names are 
“Refreshment Sunday”, referring to the Gospel reading of the feeding of the five thousand, and 
“Mothering Sunday.” 
 

In England the tradition arose that on Mothering Sunday families would meet together for 
worship in either the Mother Church of their diocese or in the parish church of their childhood. 
This Sunday also became in England what we in the United States call Mother's Day. On this 
day the children would bring their mothers gifts of flowers and cakes, and young people 
apprenticed or working and living outside of the home were given a day off to visit family.  
 

The custom also arose to make and distribute Simnel cakes. The word simnel all is derived from 
the Latin simila, meaning “wheat flour” and the cake was given as a reminder of the feeding of 
the five thousand 
 

The Rev. Morgan Porteus, Rector of St. Peter's from 1944 -- 1971, and later Bishop of 
Connecticut, brought the tradition of seminal cakes to St. Peter's in 1953, and it has continued 
ever since. Our children distribute them as a small re-enactment of the Miracle of the Loaves 
and Fishes: one small child comes forward with a basket to bless, and the rector blesses it’s 
contents. Young people from the parish hand out the cakes as the congregation departs. Our 
simnel cakes are made with butter, sugar, eggs, flour, baking powder, currants, orange peal and 
almond paste.  
 
 

Altar cloth used on Mothering Sunday at St. Peter’s Church 

The cloth depicts Jesus, the boy with the fishes, the disciples and the crowd that needs feeding. 

Rev. Sandy Stayner washes the feet a a 

parishioner during Maundy Thursday 

services. 
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A presence in the Cheshire Community 

 

St. Peter’s Church 
A Beacon of Light for Everyone 
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Emery Meyerjack, Show Manager 

Cynthia Jensen & George Jensen 

Chapter VIII Outreach 

Horse Show 
 
 
 
About 50 years ago, young people in the Cheshire vicinity who were interested in horses formed 
the Cheshire Saddle and Bridle 4-H Club. Two families of St. Peter's Church, very instrumental 
in the club's formative years were, Harmon and Josephine Leonard, founders of the Leonard 
(now Cheshire) Veterinary Hospital, and Newell and Marion McDonald. 
 
The group's riding lessons and games took place either at the Leonard home next to the 
veterinary hospital or at the McDonald home on Harrison Road. Early records show that St. 
Peter's Church sponsored annual gymkhanas (games on horseback) as far back as 1959. 
 
As the popularity of this event grew, it became necessary to find a location larger than 
a back yard. A permanent ring for horse shows was built on Leonard's 6 acre hay field 
located on Cook Hill Road across from the original Cook-Leonard homestead. Each year in July 
the Cheshire Saddle and Bridle 4-H Club ran a local horse show this was co-sponsored by 
either St. Peter’s Church or the Cheshire Kiwanis Club. Management of this local 4-H show 
always fell to various St. Peter's volunteers.  

 
In 1973, current manager, Cynthia Jensen, took over the 
organization of the show. Formerly a riding instructor at 
Miss Porter’s School in Farmington and of the Cheshire 
Saddle and Bridle Club, and for many years she had also 
been co-manager of the Flanders Nature Center Horse 
Show in Bethlehem. 
The Cheshire 4-H club preferred to continue to run its 
show in the summer, consequently the St. Peter's Church 
Horse Show officially was born. 
 
In the mid 1970’s, Dr. Leonard retired; the family moved to 
their ranch in Colorado. Leonard field was sold and now 
has 6 homes on a road appropriately called, Saddle Lane. 
A search for another location began. We were very 
fortunate in obtaining the use of Norton Field, a beautiful 
rolling hay field on the corner of Academy and Wiese 
Roads only one mile from the Cheshire Green. 
 
Twenty-five years ago, at the request of the state breed 
associations, the show was enlarged to include purebred 
Arabians, Half Arabians, Color Breeds, Morgans and 
driving horses. A second ring was added to accommodate 
the increased number of classes. These divisions added to 

our equitation, hunter, jumper, western and pleasure divisions, making us one of the most 
popular shows in the state for all styles of riding and driving. 
 
 



 

[143] 

The addition to the new divisions which made our show bigger than ever, we finally outgrew 
the dimensions of Norton Field. Due to lack of suitable, available open space in Cheshire, it was 
necessary to look outside the area. We are lucky to find such a perfect facility as the Bethany 
Airport so close to Cheshire. 
 
The year 2009 was the 30th anniversary of the horse show and the 30th year since the parish 
voted to distribute all the show profits to outreach projects 
in Cheshire and surrounding communities as well as to 
projects supported by the Diocese.  
 
In the past more than $185,000 has been returned to the 
communities through projects such as Light & Peace (a 
program for inner city children at St. Paul's and St. James, 
New Haven; Peru Ministry (run by former parishioner, Ken 
Metz); El Hogar in Honduras; Waterbury Interfaith Soup 
Kitchen and Food Bank; Sober House (residential 
treatment for ex-inmates); Chrysalis, Meriden and Safe 
Haven, Waterbury (both safe houses for abused women & 
children); Spanish Ministry, St.John's, Waterbury; and 
Episcopal Relief & Development Fund 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Cynthia Jensen for organizing and managing the show for all these years. 

  

Gate Keepers 

Charlie Waggoner, Jr. and Norm Maconi 

Ben and Barry Schweitzer and Charlie Waggoner Jr. 

Kristen Bures and Cynthia Jensen - 2000 
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Episcopal Church Women  

 
Cindy Garvin, our current president, writes, “To give you an appreciation of the impact and 

influence that Episcopal Church Women have had and continue to have on the life and ministry 

of St Peter's Church one would have to look at the individuals who have been active members 

through  the years, and the work that they have done. Rummage sales, Christmas Bazaars, and 

bake sales, are but a few of the fundraising activities making a difference outside the walls of St. 

Peter's to outreach and projects that benefit within the church.  

 

Spiritual growth is also an important part of ECW. Sharing and fellowship makes each member 

realize her uniqueness and knowing that we are grounded in being Christian women in 

community with each other.   Our vision is for all women of the Episcopal Church is that we 

become a vibrant blend of all ages' coming together as a peacemaking, healing part of the 

Church.  We aspire to be a God spark- shining and sharing the love of Christ.” 

 

Rummage Sale 
 
 

As with many churches, St. Peter’s holds an annual rummage sale 

which is under the auspices of the ECW (Episcopal Church Women). 

This sale has been going on for generations and continues to be not 

only a money-making venture but a time of fun, camaraderie and 

sharing.  

 

It is held in the spring and ladies (children and even men) gather for days before to set up the 

space, put up signs, empty box after box of contributions and generally begin our three day 

extravaganza! It takes many hands to run this sale, both in setting up, selling and cleaning up 

afterwards. Throughout the years many parishioners have stepped up to help. In the past few 

years Patreena Parsons was in charge. Upon her move to Maryland, Martha Blume stepped up 

to the plate and agreed to be in charge.  

 

The monies from this sale are used for ECW projects both within St. Peter’s 

Church and for outreach projects. In addition to making money for outreach 

and having a great time, the rummage sale even can be a way of 

welcoming people into St.Peter’s. We have a young family who has joined 

the church because the woman came to the rummage sale and felt so 

welcome – Outreach at its best!! 
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Christmas Bazaar  
A very merry tradition at St. Peter’s is our annual Christmas Bazaar 

which is usually held on the first Saturday in December. This event is 

one of the activities that is run by the ECW. Once again in addition to 

raising money, this bazaar turns out to be a time of fun and sharing for 

all the attendees and workers.  

 

  

 

  

2002- The jewelry Ladies 

Tavie Ziegler and Darcy Keough 

2003-Avril Cocking and Holly Schmitz 

2004 – Lillian Gubitosi and Evelyn Brodeur 
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Chapel on the Green 

St. Peter’s Church continues their strong 

dedication to outreach services. Throughout the 

years this has been and continues to be a very 

important part of whom we are and what we are 

called to do as Christians within and outside of 

our community. St. Peter’s Church can now be 

seen at the Outdoor Service in New Haven. In 

the summer of 2008, Trinity on the Green 

partnered with community agencies and clergy 

from other churches to launch “Chapel on the 

Green.”  

This outdoor service began on All Saints’ Sunday in November of 2008. It is based on the 

Common Cathedral in Boston. Every Sunday at 2:00 pm people gather on the Upper Green 

(directly behind Trinity) for a brief (25-30 minute) service of Holy Eucharist in all sorts of 

weather.  We do not cancel services due to weather. They use grape juice to stand in solidarity 

with those who do not drink alcohol.  

The leaders of this program also believe this is God’s table and all are welcome to receive 

Communion. This service has attracted a wide variety of people across New Haven: those 

interested in social justice, the homeless or anyone 

that does not feel comfortable in a church building. 

Participants are welcome to join the drum circle before 

the service at 1:30 pm.  Following the service bagged 

lunches are distributed o all those in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Rev. Kyle Pedersen prays with a 

friend from the homeless community.   

Bob Pritchard delivers the hundreds of socks 

donated by St. Peter’s Parishioners. 

http://www.ecclesia-ministries.org/common_cathedral.html
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Trinity relies heavily on clergy from 

surrounding Episcopal churches to preside 

at these services. We also rely on outside 

groups to sponsor and prepare the lunches. 

Sponsoring lunches means providing 100-

175 bagged lunches and providing at least 

six volunteers.  The volunteers who made 

the lunches are also expected to participate 

in the service and distribute lunches. 

We are blessed to have the Reverend 

Deacon Kyle Pedersen along with Wes and 

Leslie Naylor, and many other volunteers 

handle the responsibilities for our church.  

 

    

 

 

Volunteers prepare the sandwiches and snacks to 

take to the New Haven Green. 

Wes Naylor (green cap) and Barbara Sireno (left) 

help to serve the attendees. 
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St Peter’s Monthly Food Drive 
 

St. Peter’s Church continues to answer the call to help our neighbors and those in need. For 
years we have collected food once a month during our Sunday services to be distributed to area 
food banks. If necessary, we add another collection during the month to help ensure there is 
food available for those unable to provide for their families.  
 
In addition to the Waterbury Food Bank we also support the Cheshire Food Bank. 
 
 

A message from Ana on 3-12-10 that tells how important our contributions are to the needy.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  

Dear Friends,  

Waterbury Food Bank is part of the overall 

Connecticut Food Banks, and they recently 

announced the great news that they had collected 

their 200 millionth pound of food.  And without the 

620 pounds of food we collected this past Sunday, 

they would have only collected 199,999,380 

pounds.  

 

Thanks again. Saint Peter's really does make a 

difference. 

 
Ana Dunlop 
 

http://www.stjosephsbeaverton.ca/Food Basket.jpg
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Chapter IX Gardens and Grounds 
Thank you Sandi Baker for managing this wonderful project. 

Church Gardens 

“Just as a prism of glass miters light 

and cast a colored braid, a garden et 

incantations the human heart strains 

to hear.   

Hiding in every flower, in every leaf, in 

every twig and bough, are reflections 

of the God who once walked with us in 

Eden.”  

 

 

  

Ross Belson and Sandi Baker stand in front of the beautiful 

pagoda and fence made by Ross to enhance the gardens 

Jane Lint stops work for a moment to enjoy the beautiful flowers 

Tina McGrath, a parishioner 

and a woman who loves to 

garden took on the 

responsibility for establishing 

St. Peter’s Gardens located 

as you enter the back door, 

around the church and the 

gardens in the cemetery 

associated with the Memorial 

Garden. Tina maintained 

these gardens for many years.  

In 2006 Sandi Baker and her 

family gave a facelift to the 

gardens around the church. 

The Baker family continues to 

assume responsibility for the 

gardens along with a garden 

committee. 
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St. Peter's Episcopal Church Gardens 
Contributed by Sandi Baker 

 

The gardens at St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Cheshire, CT have a rich tradition of love for the 

beautiful gifts of nature that God has provided. Over the years, many people have contributed 

plantings and much love to our gardens. In carrying on that tradition, in 2007, we began the 

process of supplementing the present gardens with those plants mentioned in the Old and New 

Testaments of the Bible, establishing the St. Peter's Gardens as a Biblical Garden.  

 

There are over 125 plants referenced in the Bible. Some species are mentioned a few times 

others many. These plantings include not only flowers, but herbs, crop plantings, and trees and 

shrubs. In addition to the plants mentioned in the Bible, the gardens also include other flowers 

and plantings that would be found in the Holy Land, those that have religious symbolism and 

others that reflect the beauty, shelter, and abundant bounty which God has bestowed on this 

earth.  

 

To quote F. Nigel Hepper, a world authority on plants of the Bible,” A biblical garden is a novel 

way of bringing the Bible to life, showing the living Creation; the Old Testament pictures God 

the life-giver, the New Testament shows new life in Christ. If you read the Bible with an eye on 

the references to plants, fruits, food, timber, gardens and agriculture, you will be astonished 

how frequently they are mentioned."  

 

We hope the Biblical Gardens at St. Peter's Church provide a place for you, our community, a 

place of worship, learning, meditation, and reflection upon the beauty, the teachings, and the 

love of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, a place for you, where the Holy Spirit may fill 

your heart with peace and joy.  

The Garden Plan  

The plan of the gardens at St. Peter's encompasses four major goals in terms of the plants that 

are chosen and includes not only the main border garden by the family entrance but also areas 

around the grounds of the church property: 

 

 Primarily the plan is to include the Biblical plants and those associated with Christian 

symbolism to the extent possible given climate zone and space limitations. Each addition 

is reflected in a passage in the Bible or is native in its genus to those found in the land 

upon which Jesus walked. We also include landscape material to reflect the Word of God.  
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 Secondly, we wish to preserve the plantings in the existing gardens that were lovingly 

planted in prior garden projects and record the history of the established plantings and 

memorial gifts.  

 We also seek to recognize other projects and ministries of St. Peter's in a unique way. 

 And finally, we hope to provide a place that provides shelter and food for God's creatures 

that share this space with us. 

 

As you walk through the grounds, we hope to evoke a connection to and deeper understanding 

of the Word of God.  

 

The Façade Gardens  

The floral gardens at the front of the church, along route 10, were made possible from a 

generous donation in 2006 of many bulbous plants. In the spring, visitors enjoy the daffodils, 

tulips, and grape hyacinths coming into bloom. In mid-summer these gardens burst forth, 

trumpeting God's Glory, with colorful lilies. (This gift of bulbs was also planted in the main 

Biblical Garden and Memorial Garden as well.)  

 

Along the facade, by the side entrance to the narthex is our flowering almond bush. In Biblical 

times the almond tree was the first flower. A variety of tulips and narcissus adorn the sides of 

the almond bush. A specific narcissus, the Narcissus tazetta grows wild throughout the Holy 

Land and is thought to be the "crocus" mentioned in Isaiah 35 1-2. On the opposite side of the 

facade, in honor of the dedication of the renovation of the St. Peter's Bell Tower, are planted 

the box, cypress, and juniper together.  

 

As stated in Isaiah 42: 19: 

 

 “God will set in the desert the cypress, the plane (box tree), and the pine together; that men 

may see and know, may consider and understand together, that the hand of the Lord has done 

this"  

 

Other examples of the trees of the Bible may be found walking along the driveway side of the 

church and borders of St. Peter's Church property.  

The Biblical Garden  
 

The Biblical Garden at the family entrance of the church is made up of a set of individual 

garden areas, each with a specific theme. The biblical plantings and raised bed in the main 
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border garden and the trellis and water gardens were given in Glory to God and in memory of 

Patricia Belson, a devoted member of this parish who had a deep appreciation of the gifts that 

God provided in nature. The potted Herb Garden reflects the Biblical herbs and legendary 

Manger herbs.  

 

The Children's Comer Garden was originally established in 1952 in memory of Elizabeth Bryan 

Burrall, daughter of beloved Freddie Burrall. The plants and landscapes in these garden areas 

reflect passages of the Bible from Genesis through the final chapters of the Bible.  

Trellis Garden  
 

The Trellis garden is devoted to celebrating the life and resurrection or our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The life giving waters of Baptism flow through the water fountain. The water plants reflect those 

that are found in the Bible. The reeds, rushes, papyrus, sweet flag and iris in our garden are the 

same families of plants as those found along the water’s edge of the River Jordan. The beautiful 

water lily in the small pool is found etched in many carvings of the Holy Land. 

 

 Close your eyes and listen to the sounds of the water and remember the Baptism of our Savior, 

the life of Moses, and the woman at the well. There is much imagery of water within the Bible, 

each with a unique message. Even the pottery of the fountain itself reminds us of the passage 

in 2 Corinthians of treasures in jars of clay.  

 

Grape vines were planted to adorn the trellis and remind us of the sacrifices of the Son of God 

and the gift of everlasting life. Other biblical and symbolic plants grow in this area. In spring an 

assortment of bulbs burst forth from the frozen ground. These include crocus, Turkish tulips, 

small Red Riding Hood tulips, hyacinths, and daffodil tazetta which are all directly related or 

reflective of those that would have surrounded Jesus in the Biblical times.  

 

In the mountains of the Holy Land you may see these colorful plants popping their heads 

around a stony outcropping just as they do here in our garden. Other biblical plantings include 

a variety of lilies and iris, boxwood, ligularia (genus ranunculus), bleeding hearts, columbines, 

sedum varieties (related to the healing aloes applied to Jesus wounds), coral bells (celebrating 

the bell renovation project), and artemisia.  

The plantings were a tangible tool for teaching that people could easily relate to. Other 

practical lessons regarding the care of crops and use of plants were also included in the 

Bible. So at St. Peter's we hope the garden brings the Bible to life for our community in a 

new and different way.  
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Much study and debate has gone into what plants are actually referred to in the Bible. Some 

are more obvious than others. For instance, the Rose of Sharon is now thought to be the red 

Sharon tulip not an actual rose. Lily of the valley is not what we think of as the woodland plant 

with the dainty white flowers, it is most likely a bulbous plant such as the hyacinth or narcissus 

which are prolific in the Holy Land.  

Early translations of the bible used familiar terms of the time thus the confusion. But luckily for 

us there are several books on the subject and website references to help. There is general 

agreement at this point among botanists, archaeologists, and the religious communities as to 

which plantings are in fact being referred to in the scriptures.  

 

One of my favorite references is that of the Lilies of the Field. 

 

 "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these" (Matthew 6:28-29).  

 

This flower is not a lily we would commonly think of but the crown anemone. In shades of red 

and purple, it emerges from the ground from its bulb after the first rain. Jesus used this flower 

as a basis for teaching about trust and talking about the futility of worry as part of his Sermon on 

the Mount. God cares for us and worry is defeated when God and doing of God's will become 

the dominating drive in our life. Live a day at a time, not worrying about tomorrow. God will care 

for us just as he cares for the delicate flowers around us. A carpet of these flowers would have 

been surrounding Jesus as he gave this sermon. We include these flowers as well as Grape 

leaved anemones in our garden.  

The lily is also referred to in the Song of Solomon 2: 1,2,4: 

"I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. As a lily among the brambles ... He brought me to 

the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love."  

It is still debated exactly which flower is represented here. Many scholars believe they are the 

Turk's Cap lily while others believe it is the hyacinth. The rose of Sharon, as previously stated, is 

generally agreed to be the red Sharon tulip. In addition to the Turk's Cap lily and hyacinths, we 

have a red tulip similar to the red Sharon tulip. We have many species of lilies, tulips, and 

crocus; including the saffron crocus, a fall blooming crocus, which is referred to later in the Song 

of Solomon. When these bulbs are in bloom they form a rainbow of color; a banner of God's 

love over us all.  

Another flower which grows from a bulb is referred to in Isaiah 35: 1-2. Although referred to as a 

rose, in the King James Version and the crocus in the New Revised Standard Version it is 

thought to be the narcissus tazetta.  
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It is a reminder that even in the barren desert, God's love will give us cause to rejoice and he 

shall provide and care for us.  

"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 

crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 

be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the 

majesty of our God."  

This form of narcissus as well as many others bloom among our garden.  

The other flowers with specific traceable scriptural references are the cyclamen, iris, and Star of 

Bethlehem. Grown from rhizomes, the iris yellow flag is mentioned in the Bible,  

"I will be as the dew until Israel: he shall grow as the lily and cast forth his roots as Lebanon" 

(Hosea 14:5  

We have included this iris as well as white Siberian iris from prior plantings and purple Siberian 

iris donated last year.  

Other flowers are included that are considered to be the Flowers of the Field referred to in 

Isaiah 40:8 as well as in the First Letter of Peter 1 :24-25: 

"The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever".  

This message urges us to deeply root ourselves in and God's Word. The poppy, daisy, 

chrysanthemum, ranunculas, chamomile, larkspur, lupine, and violet are all considered to be 

flowers of the field and are grown in our garden. In addition to the Biblical and Holy land 

plantings, as mentioned before other plants have been included in the plan that symbolize 

projects, ministries and other aspects of St. Peter's church. 

Coral Bells and campanula (Bell flowers) celebrate the work of the Bell Tower committee. In 

terms of other additions to the beds, Lily of the valley, passion flower vine, and columbine, 

which have Christian symbolism, and are reflected in the North Transept Window of the church, 

will be added this year to not only reflect the symbolism they represent but also to celebrate the 

enduring faith and strength of our parish. 

The other plantings reflected in that window and the other stained glass windows are those that 

are mentioned in the Bible and are already included in the St. Peter's gardens. These include 

lilies, daisies, anemones, evergreens and palm trees.  
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A nd of course we cannot forget our wonderful and capable cemetery caretaker, Jane Lint. 

Jane, although in her 80’s continues to work tirelessly to rake and bag leaves, pick up wood that 

has fallen and lovingly tend the graves in our burial ground. She is a faithful caretaker and 

ensures the cemetery is a place of peace and serenity. 
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Memorial Garden 

 
In the early 1980’s when it was recognized that there would soon be a scarcity of plots for 
burials, therefore in 1982 the cemetery committee was charged with the task of planning a 
memorial garden (a columbarium) where the ashes of those who had been cremated could be 
buried. In 1985 the garden was completed and professional landscaping helped to make it a 
special place of remembrance.  
 
It sits on the left side of the cemetery and contains a tall, slender monument engraved with the 

names of those interred.  There is a bench for those who wish to sit and reflect and pray or just 

enjoy the peacefulness of the garden.  
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Two Lives That Intersected With St. Peter’s  

 
On the following pages you will read about two individuals who had a relationship with St. 
Peter’s Church. The first person, Mary Potter will give you insight into life in Cheshire in the 
early 1800’s. This information came to us by way of the Cheshire Historical Society.  
 
The first, Eri Davidson Woodbury, began his life in Vermont and then after the Civil War became 
headmaster of Cheshire Academy, the Episcopal Academy associated with St. Peter’s Church. 
 
Both of these individuals are buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery. 
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A Bit Of History - The Grave Of Eri Woodbury, 

Medal Of Honor Recipient 

 The Medal of Honor is the nation’s highest military award for combat valor.  Cheshire is 

probably unique among small towns of America in this respect:  We have had two 

residents who received the Medal of Honor.  They are Eri Davidson Woodbury (1837-

1928), who received it for his battle action during the Civil War, and Harvey Curtiss 

Barnum, Jr. (1940-  ), whose battle action occurred in Vietnam. 

 Woodbury was a member of St. Peter’s and a Deacon.  He is buried in the cemetery 

behind the church.  A photo of him hangs in the parish hall with other vestrymen.   

 Woodbury was a sergeant in the Vermont Cavalry during the Civil War when he fought 

the action at Cedar Creek, Virginia, in 1864 which led to his award.  His citation reads:  

“During the regiment’s charge when the enemy was in retreat, Sgt. 

Woodbury encountered four Confederate infantrymen retreating.  He 

drew his saber and ordered them to surrender, overcoming by his 

determined actions their willingness to further resist.  They 

surrendered to him together with their rifles and 12th North Carolina 

(C.S.A.) flag.”  Capturing an enemy’s flag was a great honor, just as it 

was a great shame to have it captured.  Young people today play 

“Capture the Flag” without knowing where the idea for it came from. 

 Woodbury’s grave is marked for public viewing.  A sign at the 

driveway entrance on Main Street points to his grave.  A larger sign stands 

beside the driveway at the end of the grave row in which he is interred.  A special 

marker at Woodbury’s grave commemorates him as a Medal of Honor recipient.   

 Woodbury was born on May 30, 1837 in Francistown, New Hampshire, and lived in that 

state throughout his youth.  He alternated schooling and work, graduating from New 

Hampton Institution.  He went on to Dartmouth College, graduating in 1863. Then he 

enlisted in the Union Army, joining Company E of the 1st Vermont Cavalry and served 

two years.  On the last day of the war, Woodbury was at Appomattox Court House when 

General Robert E. Lee hoisted a white towel to indicate to Woodbury’s own 

commanding officer that he would fight no more.  That same day Woodbury’s right hand 

was shattered by a rebel shot and he lost two fingers.   

 Upon leaving military service, Woodbury came to Cheshire Academy and stayed for 38 

years.  He taught Latin and Greek from 1865 to 1903, and served as headmaster from 

1896 to 1903.   
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 Woodbury lived in Cheshire another 25 years until his death in 1928 at the age of 91.  

Although married to Emma McChesney, he had no children. (She is buried beside him.)  

He was well loved by his students and respected by his colleagues.  One of Cheshire 

Academy’s buildings, Woodbury Hall, is named after him and one of the town’s streets, 

Woodbury Court, is also.  A portrait of him hangs in the Academy library.  His Medal of 

Honor is displayed in the Cheshire Historical Society.   

 The Medal of Honor Plaza across from Cheshire High School honors Woodbury and 

Barnum.  A black granite monument stands in the middle of a star-shaped plaza paved 

with bricks bearing the names of veterans from Cheshire, both living and deceased, 

going back all the way to the Revolutionary War.  

 Woodbury and Barnum are likewise named on the Veterans Memorial Plaza in front of 

Town Hall. 

 

 
Contributed by  
John White 
Cheshire Resident and Historian 
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Chapter X Parish Home  

Evolution of the Church building  
 

 

  



 

[162] 

The Altar Rail Kneelers 
Rededicated January 18, 2004 

 

The History (taken from the brochure for the rededication of the kneelers on January 18, 

2000)  

The original kneelers were begun in 1978 by a group of lively parishioners. Techniques and 

inspiration were provided by Audrey Notation and Lois Waggoner. The designs were selected 

and drawn by Nancy BonSignor. Hugh Bushell and Ken Linsley made the frames for the 

canvases. It took approximately 4 years for in the original kneelers to be completed. On 

November 7, 1982 they were dedicated. 

Sadly, in 1995 the kneelers were destroyed in a fire at the shop where they had been sent to be 

cleaned. 

In January 1996 it was decided new kneelers would be made using the original designs and 

colors, and worked on the original frames. The only change was to work with a 14 mesh canvas 

rather than the 10 mesh used previously. As before, a group of about 20 parishioners gladly 

accepted the challenge. Many had worked on the original kneelers and now were re-creating 

their work. The average kneeler has about 165,000 stitches and can take 450 hours to finish. 

Once again St. Peters is blessed with lovingly made needlepoint kneelers. The new kneelers 

were dedicated on January 18, 2004. There are eight kneelers with red backgrounds each 

representing a symbol important to the church.  

The following pages will show 

each kneeler, the description of 

the kneeler and the names of 

the parishioners who worked on 

each particular kneeler. We are 

so grateful to these individuals 

who gave so lovingly of their 

time and talent. 

 

 

The Church, 2011 
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The descending dove represents God's 

salvation in the gift of the Holy Spirit. “Now 

when all the people were baptized, and when 

Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 

as a dove and a voice came from have been, 

“Thou art my beloved son; with thee I am well 

pleased.” 

(Luke 3:21 -- 22) 

Given by St. Peter's Episcopal Church Women. 

Dedicated to the Right Rev. Morgan and Martha Porteus. 

Original needlepoint by Audrey Notation, Annis Fusaris quart of oil you got it like that so the 

Doesn't get it, Beverly Becker, and Beulah Rathbun was that.  

New needlepoint by Sheila Swift. 

 

 

 The Crown of Life, symbol of victory and 

sovereignty, is also an emblem of the “of Glory.” 

(Psalms 24;7) 

 

 

 

 

Given by Jean Ayer Patterson and Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Cocking. 

In memory of Alice and Thomas Ayr and sons; George Alfred Bohanna and Lewis Garton 

Cocking. 

Original needlepoint by Louise and Hugh Bushell and Mary Hart. 

New needlepoint by Betty Shay, Jane Harper and Sheila Swift. 

 

 

 



 

[164] 

 

 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) with the 

banner of victory is our Lord who made the 

one old lady should and of himself once 

offered for the sins of the whole world. 

 

 

Given by Mrs. Frederick C. Trussell. 

In memory of the Rev. Frederick C. Trussell. 

Original needlepoint by Madeleine Drew, Darcy Keough, and Priscilla Wheeler. 

The new needlepoint by Tina McGrath and Joy Perry. 

 

 

  

St. Peter's cross is inverted because he felt 

unworthy to die as had Christ and wish to look 

Heavenward as he was crucified. The keys are 

of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

 

 

Given by Mr. and Mrs. William Shay, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Harper, Mrs. Fitch Gilford, Mr. and 

Mrs. Burton Gilford, and Mr. and Mrs. Irving Gilford.  

In memory of Harriet K. and James L. Shay and Ellen B. and Drurie F. Bristol; Irving Morse and 

Emma Fitch Gilford. 

Original needlepoint by Anita Linsley, Gretchen Milligan, and Martha Roberts. 

New needlepoint by Darcy Keough, Anita Linsley and Betty Shay. 
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The Palms are a symbol of Spiritual Victory; 

the conquest of sin and death. 

 

 

 

 

Given by Col. and Mrs. Hugh Cash, Mr. and Mrs. Roger Drew, and Mrs. Amos Dayton. 

In memory of Hugh and Bertie Cash; J. Hoadley and Elvira Whitbread and John J. Keough. 

Original needlepoint by Roberta Neugabauer, Jayne Jackson, and Jon Bottone. 

New needlepoint by John box on, Anita Linsley and Mary Hart. 

  

 

The Wheat symbolizes The Bread of Life 

(Mark 14:22); the grapes, the wine of the 

Holy Eucharist. 

 

 

 

The kneeler on the lectern side of the altar was given by Mrs. Harriet Yeaton, Frances and 

Byron Wilcox. 

In memory of Philip E. Yeaton and Adele Stevens. 

Original needlepoint by Betty Shay, Elizabeth Sicard, and Alice Rhodes. 

New needlepoint by Pamela Ludford. 

The kneeler on the pulpit side of the altar given by Mr. and Mrs. David Flood, Mr. and Mrs. 

Kenneth Wood, and Dora Kennedy. 

In memory of Kenneth Richard Flood; in remembrance of loved ones and Lillian Kirby. 

Original needlepoint by Margaret Moran, Roxanne Powning, Vivian Berner, and Alice Thorpe. 

New needlepoint by Beverly Becker. 
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The Shell is the symbol of our Lord's 

baptism. 

 

 

 

 

Given by Mrs. Stephen Burrall. 

In memory of Stephen Burrall. 

Original needlepoint by Mrs. Stephen Burrall. 

New needlepoint by Kim Blake, Wendy Ciaburri, and Betsy Buckley. 

 

  

 

The Lily is the Easter flower; a symbol of 

the Resurrection that speaks of life 

eternal. 

 

 

Given in the memory of Alcy H. Gaillard. 

Original needlework by Lois Waggoner and Edith McClelland. 

New needle point by Lois Waggoner, Beverly Becker and Pat Trickey. 
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The Stained Glass Windows 
Information is taken from the brochure compiled by the Archives Committee, November, 2003 

 

St. Peter’s beautiful stained glass windows are among the church's greatest treasures. All were 

installed from 1865 through the early 1900s in what is often considered the golden age of 

stained glass in the United States. The windows are European or cathedral in style with designs 

painted on the glass and then fired at a high temperature. They are made of the traditional 

materials: antique glass, vitreous paints, and silver stain (selenium), which is applied behind the 

paint to create the luminous yellows and whites. 

 

None of the windows are composed of the more “modern” colored glass, which Lewis C. Tiffany 

introduced in this country in the 1890s. According to Paul Petrushonis of Stained Glass Design, 

Milford, some windows do have patches of opalescent glass. This is a solid class in which two 

or three colors have been layered or swirled, a new technique in the 1880s (see north wall 

window in chancel). The glass in the nave windows is very similar to glass made in the well-

known glass works in Kokomo, Indiana. There is also some hand blown glass, for example, the 

amber and pink glass border in the clear window in the South transept. 

 

Chancel Window - Center 

 

The first section of church the present nave from the first pew to the rear doors was built in 

1839.  

The chancel was recessed to give more space in the nave in 1864. It is believed that the central 

chancel window was installed at this time (An Informal History, page 32). In 1875 to 1876 the 

chancel was further recessed and transepts added, which allowed for the seating needed by the 

Episcopal Academy of Connecticut (now Cheshire Academy) students, who were required to 

attend Sunday services. The chancel window must have been removed and reinstalled, which 

makes explain why it is a little off center on the wall.  

Donor: The window was given by George A. Jarvis in memory of his sons, Charles 

Augustus(1842 – 1862) and George (1844 – 1864), both of whom had died at age 20 “their 

health failed,” probably due to tuberculosis. In the Jarvis Family, Mr. Jarvis writes “ the chancel 

window which parental affection has erected in the Parish Church at Cheshire, fitly expresses 

the well-grounded hope of their eternal life, ”Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God.” 
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George A. Jarvis was born in 1806 and grew up in the house still standing at 125 Main St. This 

house was originally built in 1799 by Bishop Abraham Jarvis, the second Episcopal Bishop of 

Connecticut and a cousin of Mr. Jarvis' grandfather. Mr. Jarvis' father bought it from a son of 

Bishop Jarvis in 1813 Mr. Jarvis attended the Academy and then, at the age of 18 went to New 

York City where he had a successful business career. He became president of the Lenox Fire 

Insurance Co. In New York and owned a home in Brooklyn. He visited Cheshire at least 

annually and writes that he never lost interest in his “native village” (The Jarvis Family). He was 

the chief contributor to the 1865 Civil War monument on the green as well as a generous 

contributor to St. Peter's Church and to the Academy.    

 

Description: The window is in three sections. Christ, holding a chalice, is in the center with St. 

Peter, identified by a key (Matt. 16: 13-19) on his right and St. Paul, identified by scrolls and a 

cross -hilted sword (sword of the Spirit), on his left. Just as a key symbolized St. Peter, the 

traditional symbol for St. Paul is “book and sword.” 

 

At the top center is a dove, symbol of the Holy 

Spirit. Below this the Greek letters Alpha and 

Omega (A-Z), symbols for the beginning and 

the end, the first and the last. 

 

Below the figure of Christ is a lamb with a 

three-pointed white pennant (Banner of 

Victory), a symbol for Our Lord. On the left 

section are the words “In memory of G. Jarvis” 

and on the right “In memory of C. A. Jarvis.” 

Below this is the three-part inscription “Blessed 

are the pure in heart for they shall see God.”  
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South Transept Window 

 

The south transept window was given in 1885 by Caroline Amelia Jarvis (1850 – 1929) in 
memory of her father, Benjamin A. Jarvis (1813 – 1883), her mother Frances A. Taylor Jarvis 
(1815 – 1882), and her sister Ann Augusta Jarvis Woodbury (1849 – 1877).  

 

Donor: The vestry minutes of April 29, 1885 state that the vestry voted “that Miss Carrie Jarvis 
be permitted to place a memorial window in the South Transept of the Church. 
 
Miss Jarvis’ father, Benjamin A. Jarvis, was the younger brother of George A. Jarvis who gave 
the center chancel window. Unlike his brother he continued to live in Cheshire. He was a farmer; 
a vestry man at St. Peter's, many times Selectman and served in the State Legislature for seven 
terms. In 1879 the Jarvis family reports that he was Treasurer of the Academy and a Judge of 
Probate.  
 
He and his wife Frances A. Taylor had only two children. In 1873 the older daughter Ann 
married Congressional Medal of Honor recipient Eri D. Woodbury, an instructor at the Academy. 
She died four years later at the age of 28. The younger daughter Caroline who gave the window 
remained unmarried. 
 

Description: The window has three panels 
and shows two of the four evangelists, St. 
Luke and St. John (The traditional symbols 
for the evangelists are the four creatures 
mentioned in Ezekiel, chapter 1 and also in 
Revelations, chapter 4). 
 

 Angel /man - Matthew   

 Lion - Mark 

 Ox - Luke  

 Eagle – John 

 

Left Panel: St. Luke with a book and quill 
pen is denoted by the small ox at his feet. 
Below is the inscription:  
 
Father/B. A .Jarvis 
Born February 11, 1913 - Died May 19, 1883 
 
Right Panel: St. John with scroll and quill 
pen is denoted by an eagle at his feet. Below 
is the inscription:  
 
Sister A. A. Woodbury 
Born February 14, 1849 died April 12, 1877  
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Center Panel: At the top the Trinity is illustrated by the Latin word Deus (God) surrounded by 
an unending circle with the Latin words: Filius (The Son) Non Est (is not) Pater (The Father) 
Non Est St. Spiritus (The Holy Spirit). 
 
Below this is an angel flying above heavenly clouds and holding a crown, symbol of eternal life 
James 1: 12). Below the clouds a city (Jerusalem), set among hills, is in the background. Below 
this is a grave on which there is a cross decorated with lilies and a scroll with the words, 
“Faithful until Death.” The inscription on the bottom reads: 
 

Mother F.A. Jarvis   
Born D. December 3, 1815 died October 30, 1882  

 
 

Chancel Window – North Wall 

 
The stained glass window on the north wall of the chancel was installed in 1904. 
 
Donor: Delia Cook Ives (1834 – 1918) gave this window in memory of her husband. The vestry 
minutes for June 14, 1904 express “thanks to Mrs. Dotius D. Ives for the memorial window 
presented to the parish in memory of her husband Dotius D. Ives.” 
 
Description: The window is a single panel. Below a golden crown is the figure of Jesus with the 
words “Jesus said unto her eye in the Resurrection and the Life.” Below is written “To the Glory 
of God in memory of Jotham Doolittle Ives born December 5, 1825, died June 6, 1889. 
 
We have no explanation of why the window uses the first name “Jotham” instead of “Dotius.” 
The dates of birth and death make it clear that the window is given in memory of the same man 
mentioned in the Vestry minutes and whose gravestone in St. Peter's Cemetery is engraved 
“Dotius Doolittle Ives. Note: “Jotham”. is an Ives family name.  There are two earlier Jotham 
Doolittle Ives buried in Hillside Cemetery.  

 

 

 

North Transept  Window  

The window in the North Transept gives its own date of installation: “Erected to the Glory of God 
in memory of my mother.  
December mdccclxxv (1875). She died June xxi (12), mdccclxvi (1866).  

 

Donor: Although there is no record in Vestry minutes, the window was probably given in 
memory of Mrs. Mary I. Munson (1818 - 1866), the wife of Levi Munson (1814 - 1900), by one of 
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her children. Funeral records show that the Rev. H. Briyant conducted her funeral service on 
June 14, 1866. It is likely that she died two days earlier. She is buried in St. Peter's Cemetery  
(A5 East- MIM). The burial records, however, give only the year of her death not the specific 
month and day. 
 
Description: Under a Crown of eternal life the window has three panels which may be 
interpreted as illustrating Faith, Love, and Hope. The scene is set in a garden. 
 
In the left panel, a robed figure with a halo holds a cross-tipped staff and chalice (faith). In the 
center panel, the figure clearly Jesus, holds a child with two other small children standing in 
front of him (love). In the right panel another robed figure with a halo holds a large anchor, the 
traditional symbol of hope, Jesus Christ our sure anchor. (Hebrews 6:19 “Which hope we have 
as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast”). 
 
At the bottom of each panel are flowers that are rich in Christian symbolism. Under the figure of 
faith there is Columbine, often used by Flemish painters to illustrate the seven gifts of the Holy 
Ghost. Under the central figure with the children are lilies (purity, innocence) and daisies 
(innocence). Under the figure with the anchor are lilies of the valley (humility) and a 
passionflower parenthesis symbol of our Lord's Passion). 

 

 

 

 

North Transept  Window  - Side Wall Toward Chancel  

 

From the minutes of the March 24, 1901 Special Parish Meeting: “It was voted that the Wardens 
and Vestry accept the gift of a memorial window from Miss Elizabeth Curtis, to be placed in the 
North Chancel window of St. Peter's. Since the chancel windows are already identified this gift 
could only refer to the single-panel window on the chancel side of the North Transept. 
 
Donor: The window is inscribed: 
 

“To the blessed memory of Rev. Reuben Ives 
Thirty two years Rector of this parish.   
Born in Cheshire, October xxvi (26) MDCCLXII (1762) 
Graduated at Yale College MDCCLXXXVI (1786) 
Died October xiv (14) MDCCCXXXVI (1836) 
The tribute of an old parishioner” 
 

Ruben Ives was the first resident rector of St. Peter's, serving from 1788 -- 1820. (The first 
rector, the Rev. Samuel Andrews, served every fourth Sunday only). 
 
Description: The window is a single panel depicting St. John the Baptist. At the top is a nimbed 
(with halo) Lamb with a Banner of Victory, a traditional symbol for St. John the Baptist who 
pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God (John 1:29) - as well as for Jesus himself. See Chancel 
Window Center. 
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The figure of St. John holds a long staff-cross and a white banner, another traditional symbol for 
St. John the Baptist. Across the top is a scroll with the words, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness” (Matthew 3:3). Under his cloak, St. John wears a beautifully textured camel’s hair 
tunic. He is blessing to men, a woman and a child. The scene is set on fertile river bank. In the 
background are a Bush, a tree and rushing water. 
 

 
 
 
Nave Windows 
 
The vestry minutes for April 15, 1885 state: “resolved that the wardens and vestry approved of 
removing the old windows in the nave of the church and substituting those of cathedral glass as 
soon as funds are raised for that purpose.” 
 
On April 29, 1885, the minutes show that the wardens and vestry further voted “that the 
students be invited to place a memorial window in the church and the Rev. Mr. Rafferty and Mr. 
Timothy Gilford or appointed a committee to arrange with Ben in regard to the same.” 
 
An Informal History, page 82, states: “Some years later the windows in the nave were replaced 
with cathedral glass. The Rev. Morgan Porteus recalled that some of the money was raised by 
Sunday School under the guidance of Miss Alice Cary and that the great Sunday game 
thereafter counting the “bulls eye's” of colored glass! 
 
There are three windows on each side. At the top of each window is a medallion as follows: 
 
Southside (from the front): Tabernacle-vessel used on the altar in some churches to hold 
reserve host; Crown and Cross; and Dove (Holy Spirit). 
 
North side (from the front): Chalice; Chi Rho (XP), abbreviation of XPICTOC, the Greek word 
for “Christ” with a small Alpha/Omega and Lilies. 
 
 
Sources for information in The Stained Glass Windows of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

compiled by the Archives Committee, November, 2003 and included in this book. 

Church Symbolism, F. R. Webber (Jansen Publishers – 2nd edition, rev. 1938) 

Genealogy of the Ives Family by Arthur Coon Ives (Watertown, NY: The Hungerford-Holebrook 

Company, 1932) 

The Jarvis Family, George Al Jarvis, George Murray Jarvis, and William Jarvis Wetmore, 

assisted by Alfred Harding (Hartford: Press of the Case, Lockwood and Brainard Company, 

1879) 

St. Peter’s: An Informal History, Helen E. Bray (Aurora Printing Company – 1985) 

Paul Petrushonis, Stained Glass Design, Milford, CT who met with the Archives Committee at 

the church on May 21, 2003. 
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Archives 
  

 

 

Thanks to the forward thinking “historians” and the dedication of many parishioners, we are 

fortunate to have an extensive archive collection that dates to the beginning of our history in the 

1700’s. We are privileged to be able to access that history for research.  The archives are the 

compilation of documents and books that make up the history of our church in relation to the 

history of the greater Episcopal Church in the United States and in our town of Cheshire.  It is 

because of the archives that I was able to draw on wealth of information for this book. 

The following information comes from the brochure titled, “St. Peter’s Speaks 

from the Past” written by The Archives Committee, October 17, 2004. 

The archives of St. Peter’s Church came into existence in the early 1990s after the 

Housekeeping Committee discovered a small, hand-made, leather-covered book at the bottom 

of an old carton of discarded choir robes. The book contained the first written record of the 

church. Under the leadership of Church Helen Bray, a committee consisting of Ruth Yager, 

Joyce Potts, and Ken Linsley began collecting old papers and records from throughout the 

church.  

They also asked for donations from parishioners. All items were sorted, classified, and filed in 
chronological order. Ruth and Joyce also compiled three albums of important documents and 
photos. 
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Ruth Yager 

Among the interesting memorabilia gathered for the archives was an old display cabinet 

containing bibles used throughout the years, including the bible presented by the Bishop of 

London for the first service in St. Peter’s Church in 1760. St. Peter’s first outdoor sign erected 

when the nave of the present church was built in 1840; an antique partner’s desk, and an 

extensive collection of old pictures. 

Where the Archives Are 

At present, the archives are located at one end of the library  

in the education wing. Primary storage is in three vertical files that 

contain: 

 

 Weekly bulletins from 1943 

 Parish activities from 1800 

 Copies of St. Peter’s Key from 1958 

 

These files are located next to a church file that has the Vestry minutes and cemetery records. 

WE also have a collection of architects’ drawings from past additions and repairs to the church 

and parish hall. Current “Work-ons” are housed in the beautiful, Victorian partner’s desk.  The 

archives files are always locked but anyone interested in seeing them may call the church office 

at 203 272-4041 to arrange an appointment.  

 

What We Do 

The on-going activity of the committee is to update the files with current material. As new 

pictures become available, we also update a church family photo album. In 2003, Mary Ellen 

Kania prepared a small booklet with history and other information on St. Peter’s stained glass 

windows. A new project this fall is preparation of a list of all the folders in the parish activities file 

to allow for easier access.  

The Archives Committee is also responsible for updating four 

groups of photographs in the parish hall. In the hall outside the 

rectors’ office we maintain the portraits of the rectors on the 

north wall and the Diocese of Connecticut Bishops on the 

south wall. In the main hall we are responsible for the pictures 

of the senior and junior wardens on the west wall and a group 

of pictures of the senior and junior wardens on the west wall 

and a group of pictures affectionately called “St. Peter’s 

Saints” on the east wall. These saints are people who were not 

senior or junior wardens but who none the less rendered 

outstanding service to the church during their lifetime. 
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Major projects completed 
 

During the years from 1985 – 2010 two major projects were completed. These major projects 

had been discussed for years. From the time St. Peter’s Church was established several 

changes took place to the building itself and the property surrounding the church.  Although 

former rectors, vestry members and parishioners did their best to ensure the integrity of the 

tangible property, the years of continued use, weather and normal aging took their toll. In 

addition, adequate funds were lacking to complete both projects and do justice to the church 

building.  

In 1999 work began on the first of these projects, the new addition. The foundation for this 

project had to be laid. This foundation was not one of bricks and stone and mortar, rather it was 

the foundation of our people and their dedication to the church that was the beginning. A Capital 

Campaign Committee was formed with Cynthia M. Jensen as the Chairperson. Two consultants 

were hired (Pat and Ray Hardwick from Hardwick and Hardwick Associates), sub committees 

formed and we were off and running for our first capital campaign in more than 40 years.  

In addition to Cynthia Jensen as Campaign Chairperson there were seven other committees 

with a chairperson in charge. These consisted of the following: 

 Major Gifts with Ed Kania, Chairman  

o Denise Draper and Bert Guilford as Vice Chairmen. 

 General Gifts with Tina McGrath, Chairman 

o Kim Blake, Thom Peters and Sheila Swift, Division 

Leaders 

o This committee had the most members with Team Captains and General Gift 

Visitors 

 Publicity  with George Jensen, Chairman 

 Hospitality with Beverly Chevalier, Chairman 

 Telephone Contact with Lillian Gubitosi, Chairman 

 Office Coordination with Holly Schmitz, Chairman 

We needed to give back with thanks for all that we have received. 
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The New Addition 

 

Under the direction of Father Stephen Fales, the first project – the new addition was discussed, 

funds raised, companies and workman hired and in 2000 we celebrated the completion of our 

beautiful addition including reception hall, kitchen, Sunday school and meeting rooms.  

Here are the words from the brochure written to the parish introducing the project, the 

participants, the architectural drawings and the monetary goal needed to complete the addition.   

This brochure was handed out at the fabulous kick-off celebration dinner that was held on April 

25, 1999. For those of us present it was a wonderful exciting evening when we as a parish 

family gathered at the starting gate with our eyes on the finish line. 

 

Faithful in the Present 
 

“The legacy of our forbearers is cause for celebration. We have come to love these buildings 
which house our sacred space. Those who have preceded us have gifted us with buildings 
which have served well as a springboard for the Ministry of our congregation. Our ministry 
reaches far beyond Main Street; this physical plant has been the center where those who 
minister in the workplace have developed their faith and vocation. 
 

Our home base is in need of a dose of TLC, tender loving care. Water has been slowly 
destroying areas of the building. The newest portion of our physical plant is not new any longer! 
Recent growth of the congregation has created space problems and safety issues abound. St. 
Peter’s is a great parish. As such it needs a safe, hospitable, attractive and adequate 
environment for its center is the Lord's ministry is to prosper in this place. 
 
Charlie Waggener, Jr., our parish warden, issued a challenge to all at the special Parish 
Meeting on November 8, 1998. His words cut to the heart. “Our ancestors have left us a 
wonderful legacy in these buildings. What legacy will we leave for future generations at St. 
Peter's? As responsible stewards we have a duty and a joyful opportunity to make sure our 
legacy strengthens St. Peter’s." 
 
It is time for all of us to join together and come forward to care 
for the buildings we have grown to love and to depend on. The 
time seems right as we look ahead to a new century, indeed to a new millennium! God has 
blessed this congregation for 240 years, sending challenges and prosperity. I have every 
confidence, through prayer, that God will continue to bless us. 
 
St. Peter's Church, Cheshire has been in existence for 240 years, since 1759. We of this parish 
have accepted the gift of this building from our forbearers. It is now time for us to set the stage 
for the next generations, to do something for our children and their children's children. 
 

We all use this building for our worship and as a resource for our ministries. Our committees 
have studied our needs. We have all been made aware of challenges that await us to make this 
home into a safe, efficient, attractive and inviting place for us to continue our ministries. We 
have thought, prayed and voted on how to attend to these needs it is time to put our house in 
order. 
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Raising dollars is only the means to an end. The real end product is what can happen to our 
lives if we arrange a proper place for our ministries to happen. Soon you will be asked to 
consider what part you can play in helping to raise the money to make the necessary changes 
to our parish home. Every gift is wonderful if it is the best we can offer. After you reflect on what 
St. Peter's means to you, truly give from your heart. What a way to start a new century!  
 

We honor our heritage best by building on it. We do homage to the faith of our forbearers in our 

acts of faith today.  

 

“Ours for the present, to increase, 

Ours for the future and its care, 

A heritage of growing light, 

To live, transmit, and greatly share. “ 

 

From “Heritage”, by Jake Trapp  

 

 
When the Capital Campaign Executive Committee set the goal for the first capital campaign 

they prayed that they were making all the right decisions, making the goal high enough, but not 

so high that folks would get discouraged.  

 

ST. Peter’s Basic Goal: $675,000 (original goal) 

 
Priority Projects  Estimated Cost  

Adopt remodeling plan of E. Saad and Associates 

 “Pit” renovation (5 class/meeting rooms and 

expanded meeting area) 

 New roof and skylight over “pit.” 

 Full service kitchen 

 Replace windows  

 

$384,000 

Replace roof on parish nave and education wing $45,000 

Install central fire alarm $35,000 

Repair and service organ $50,000 

Replace all exterior doors with metal doors and crash bars $27,000 

Repair bell tower and get bell to work $30,000 

Replace all rusted steel cased windows  $64,000 

Campaign Costs $40,00 

Total estimated cost  $675,000 

 

Cynthia M. Jensen 

Capital Campaign 

Chairman 
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Other items requested by parish members for consideration can be addressed when funds are 

available. Our generous giving now will enable all of us to enjoy the benefits of these 

improvements by not deferring them to later years. Our “Second Mile” Projects include: 

 

“Second Mile” Project Estimated Cost  

Additional floor support in Nave $7,000 

Replace interior doors with metal fire doors  $31,000 

Ramp for restroom $2,500 

Install fire retardant paint on ceilings  $3,000 

Paint nave interior $10,000 

Replace curtain wall in classroom  $7,000 

Total  $60,500 

  

Repay endowment fund for new heating system(for Vestry 

consideration) 

$82,000 

 

The campaign was designed to last from April 25th until June 6th. During this period more than 

75 of our parishioners worked to try to contact every member of our church to ask them to join in 

taking part in this campaign. The response was overwhelming!  

At the end of our six week time period, parishioners contacted 

had pledged $757,947 and weren’t finished yet. Many 

parishioners who were unavailable during the six week period 

still had yet to be called.  

 

As of July24, 1999, $778,686 had been pledged for the 

campaign!! 

 

The Building Committee co-chaired by Chris Morris and Charlie 

Waggoner, Jr., worked with St. Peter’s own parishioner Ed Saad, 

Architect from Ed Saad Associates of Cheshire to determine the 

approach to getting the work done.  

 

A new committee, The Follow-Up Committee, chaired by Kim 

Blake, and whose members included Don and Pricilla Batty, 

Wendy Ciaburri, Anan Dunlop, Burt Guilford, Cynthia Jensen, Ed 

Kania and Vince Seadale, met monthly to review the flow of 

campaign funds received and to contact new parishioners.  

 

Wendy Ciaburri, who worked as the Hardwick’s assistant in the campaign office from their 

arrival in April until after their departure near the end of May, kept track of pledges and prepared 

spreadsheets detailing expected cash flow from parishioners’ pledges for use by the Building 

Committee as they charted their course. 
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Let the Bell Ring 

Restoration of St. Peter’s 

Bell and Tower 

(This article is taken from the Bell Celebration 

Brochure)  

 

The current bell has been in our bell tower for 

almost 125 years but the pealing of St. Peter’s 

Bell has been heard in Cheshire for longer than 

that. There is evidence that bells have been 

ringing from  

St. Peter’s bell tower since at least 1814 – over one hundred and ninety years.  

The sound of St. Peter’s bell has been an integral part of Cheshire’s history for almost two 

centuries. It has celebrated weddings, births, joyful victories, calls to alarm and helped the 

townspeople to tell the time of day for generations.  

The original bell was smaller than the current one. The new, larger bell was donated by a group 

of parishioners in 1881. It was donated via the following offer: 

“We the undersigned members of St. Peter’s parish do make the following offer to said parish. 

To take the bell now hanging in the tower and to furnish in place of it a new bell weighing about 

three thousand and eight hundred pounds with the necessary mountings thereof, provided the 

other members of the parish will remove the old bell from the tower where it now hangs and pay 

all expenses of taking it to the City of Troy in the State of New York.  

Also providing that the said other members of the parish will pay all expense of getting the new 

bell from New Haven to this place and of hanging it in the church tower and also of all repairs 

which are needed upon the tower.  Said new bell, when it shall be hung in the church tower and 

the above conditions complied with on the part of the member of the parish shall become the 

property of the parish.” 

The original 1814 bell and the “new” 1881 bell were both cast by the famous Meneely Bell 

Company of Troy, New York. The smaller 1814 bell was “traded in” on the larger bell which has 

been ringing and adding to celebrations in Cheshire for one hundred twenty-five years.  

Unfortunately, time has taken its toll on the old beams and other parts of the tower that have 

supported the bell all these years. It has become unsafe to ring the bell for the last 15 years. 

The supports are so frail that if the bell is rung it is in danger of falling. It weighs almost two tons 

so there is no alternative but to fix the bell and tower.  
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Just as a group of parishioners in 1881 decided to do something then to improve the bell, today 

in 2006 a committee has been formed to do the same. This time we are asking for donations 

from civic, philanthropic, service organizations and Cheshire residents to help with this project.  

This is, after all, Cheshire’s bell. It can ring 

once more bringing a joyful sound to 

everyone in town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norm Maconi 

Checking out the job 

Wood rot on the supporting structure 

Bricks in the tower needing 

desperate repair 
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Let the Bell Ring 
 
In 2004, I was the leader of the Finance Committee at St. Peters Episcopal Church, Cheshire, 

CT.  During this time, we received word that a beloved parishioner, Freddie Burrall, wanted 

(upon her death) to make a gift of her home to the church.  She was a pillar of this faithful 

community and the church had been instrumental in helping her survive the tragic drowning of 

her 2 year old daughter. A few weeks after we realized what an incredible gift Freddie had left to 

the church, I was awakened by these insistent words, “Let the bell ring”….What?.... 

The St. Peters bell had remained silent for 17 years.  It was installed in 1881; it was 2 tons and 

one of the largest bells of its kind left in Connecticut.  When this bell rang, the sound was 

significant.  Unfortunately, it was literally “hanging by a thread” in the bell tower and it had 

become a liability. The next time the bell swung to toll, it could come crashing through the rotted 

floors of the bell tower.  Hence, the silence. 

So, in my response to the “let the bell ring” message, I proceeded to recruit a committee to 

revive the bell with Freddie’s gift as a significant starting point. I called upon many of the 

“movers and shakers” of St. Peters.  Just to name a few, Tracy Andrews, Betsy Fox, Norm 

Maconi, Charlie Moran, and Charlie Waggoner. 

Then I realized there was one major problem.   I had neglected to inform or ask for permission 

to proceed from our new Rector, Sandy Staynor.  Yikes!  This was one of the most difficult 

phones calls I remember ever having to make.  With my stomach churning, I explained the 

situation to Sandy and after a deafeningly long silence, she replied, “Holly, I will step aside and 

try not to get in your way”  Whew, what a leap of faith!  Thank God we became good friends in 

the process. 

This “Let the Bell Ring” project took 3 and ½ years to accomplish.  We held fundraisers and 

auctions. Betsy Fox volunteered to write a grant proposal, and we accepted donations from 

parishioners.  Even the community of Cheshire became active in the process.  Many donations 

were from people who had grown up in Cheshire and missed hearing the bell ring. 

Two years into the project, something humbling happened to me personally.  I realized I would 

not be living in Cheshire in a year’s time.  It then occurred to me, this project wasn’t about me at 

all, in fact, and it never was! In July 2008 there was a huge celebration with about 150 

parishioners and townsfolk in attendance.  The family of Freddie Burrall was the very first to ring 

the bell, and what a time it was! 

In the end, I have been given 2 gifts that I treasure.  The first is that whenever I hear a bell of 

significance ring, I take pause and listen to the wonderful sound, no matter where I am.  The 

second is the experience of what can happen when a faithful community puts their hearts and 

souls into Gods calling. 

Holly Schmitz , Bennington, VT, 2010 
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Holly Schmitz 

thanking everyone 

at the French Night 

Café Gala and 

Auction 

Who made it Happen?  
 
Prayer is powerful but in many cases it also takes man (and 
woman) power to make things happen. In the case of the bell 
tower restoration many people stepped forward to answer the 
call. Committees were formed, meetings held, goals set and we 
were off and running! 

 
Charlie Moran took the reins as the project chairman for the actual 
building part while Holly Schmitz and Norm Maconi assumed 
responsibility for the fundraising part of the project. It was decided to 
sell mementoes, have a fundraising gala and auction and solicit 
contributions from the parish and the greater Cheshire community.  
Names would be placed on the plaque that would be displayed in the 
Narthex. These names would represent “in honor of” or “in memory 
of.” 
 
Betsy Fox took on the responsibility of securing a grant from the 
State of Connecticut and the Department of Tourism. She 
researched, wrote, worked with other St. Peter’s members to ensure 

she had all the information need. St. Peter’s was awarded a grant of 
$49,900. This money was to be used for the exterior work and bell 
ringing mechanism. Also working with Betsy was Charlie Moran, 
Steve Parsons, Thom Peters, and Charlie Waggoner, Jr. St. Peter’s is 
required to match these funds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Queen and Norm Maconi as 

auctioneers at the Gala 

Some of the committee members (L to R) include Holly 

Schmitz, Norm Maconi, Kathy Trussell, Bob Trussell, Sandy 

Stayner, Evie Michaud, Tracy Andrews, Wes Naylor 
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The First Ring 
 
In July of 2008 St. Peter’s Church held the dedication of the 
restoration of the bell and tower and the “first ring.” 
Invitations were sent to the Cheshire Community, 
Dignitaries from the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 
parishioners and friends. Freddie Burrell’s family was the 
first to ring the bell during the First Ring event. Upon her 
death in 2006 Freddie left her home to the church. This 
generous donation enabled the funds to be available for the 
new windows in the education wing and for St. Peter’s bell 
tower restoration. This generous contribution was 
$325,000.00. 
 
 

 
Everyone takes part in the celebration 

 

 
 
  

St. Peter’s Children standing with Kim Clarke, Chairman of the Bell Tower Float. The 

float was in the 2008 Memorial Day Parade. 

Did you know…St. Peter’s had a float in the parade in 1985 to celebrate their 225
th

?  
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This information on the company who made and installed our bell will help you to 
understand the importance of St. Peter’s bell to our church and the greater Cheshire 
community. 
 

History of the Meneely Bell Company 

The Meneely Bell Company is one of the most historic bell manufacturers in the country.  Its 

history began in 1853.  Soon after its inception, the company cast the first complete chime of 

bells made in the United States,[composed of nine bells in the key of D, which weighed a total of 

12,798 pounds and were placed in the belfry of St. Stephen’s Church in Philadelphia.  

The company made and shipped many thousands of bells, peals, and chimes world-wide.  It 

placed two and a half million pounds of bells in towers all over 

the country  

 One of Meneely company’s major accomplishments was the 

mounting of 4 Meneely bells on the outside of the 46th story of 

the 50-story Metropolitan Life Insurance Tower in New York City. 

These bells are 700 feet above the ground and are by far the 

highest hung bells in the world. Their sound has been reported 

by voyagers at sea, beyond Sandy Hook, New Jersey, fully 28 

miles from the tower and by others on Hudson River boats, 

equally as far to the north. 

Meneely bells rang for President Franklin Roosevelt's and 
President John Kennedy's funerals, and for President Lyndon Johnson's inauguration. 
 
Other Meneely bells include bells at Cornell University, the Metropolitan Life building in New 
York City, and the West Point Military Academy. Overall, the Meneely companies produced 
about 65,000 bells. 
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Fundraising Efforts  

For the Bell Tower Restoration  

 

Thanks to the efforts of The Bell Tower Committee members and 

parishioners of St. Peter’s Church, we were able to raise to be used toward the cost of the bell 

tower renovation. This was a joyful time for all of us and in addition to the hard work, lots of fun 

was had by all.  

Kim Clarke and her Bell Tower Float Committee got the ball rolling with the construction of a 

huge bell that was placed on a float and entered into the Memorial Day Parade, where it won 

first prize. Construction of the bell and float took place in the Clarke’s barn, where many 

“designers” and construction workers, including entire families, gathered day after day to 

complete the project. What a thrill to see the outcome of their work! The bell was displayed in 

the church reception area for months after. 

Commemorative Items 

In an effort to raise funds for this project, St. Peters offered several commemorative items.  

Two of the items offered are not specific to St. Peter’s 

Church. Both the large, carved wooden angel and the 

carved church clock are colorful gifts to present to anyone. 

They have been hand carved in wood by the artist and 

then cast and then hand painted.  

Two of the items are specific to St. Peter’s Church. One is 

a cream colored mug with St Peter’s Church on the front 

and the other item is a “Cat’s Meow” wooden replica of the 

church. 

A Night at a French Cafe 

On the evening of                       St. Peter’s Reception Hall was 

transformed into a magical French Café decorated with red and white 

striped awnings, patrons sporting black berets chatting, eating and 

dancing and great food and music.  In addition there was a lively auction 

with a variety of items. Attendance was high matching the spirit of the 

evening.  

  



 

[186] 

Structural Work for St. Peter’s Bell Tower 
 

Information and statistics provided by Charlie Moran, Project Manager 

 

The start date for the structural project was February, 14, 2007 and work was completed on 

May 15, 2007. The scope of work included: 

 

 Guano removal (removal of bird droppings – this 

was a major problem) 

 Completely replace and repair bell level floor, 

including supports and beams 

 New EPDM floor membrane 

 New floor drain 

 New carrier beams pocketed into the masonry 

walls to support the bell beams and bell 

 

Two contractors were hired: 

 Structural  Engineer  - William Jakes Consulting 

Engineers, Cheshire, CT  $5,200.00 

 Structural Contractor - FJ Dahill, Structural 

Contractors, New Haven, CT    $67,459.63 

 

Total cost for structural work $72, 659.63 

 

 

 

Masonry Grant Work for St. Peter’s Bell Tower 
Information and statistics provided by Charlie Moran, Project Manager for St. Peter’s Church 

 

 

Grant:  

 

Due to the herculean efforts of Betsy Fox, St. Peter’s Church was awarded a $49,900.00 grant 

from the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism which included a preservation 

restriction for 10 years starting December 15, 2008 and ending December 9, 2018. This grant, 

along with the parish fundraising, allowed this project to be completed.  

 

The start date for the masonry grant work was March 1, 2008 and work was completed on June 

30, 2008. The scope of work included: 

 

 Entire bell tower re-pointed 

 Replaced 2620 deteriorated bricks 

 Interior walls repaired and re-plastered 
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 Wood framing  around louvers repaired and repainted 

 New metal louvers 

 Replaced plywood roof decking and covered  

 with new EPDM membrane 

 New flashing 

 New roof drain, rain leader and scupper 

 New brownstone coping over roof parapet 

 

Contractors: 

 $10,150.00  Architect – Ed Saad and Associates, Cheshire, CT 

 $1,662.00    Masonry Restoration Specifications Consultant – Don Baerman,                

                                    North Haven, CT   

 $119,750.00 Masonry contractor: JJS universal construction - Webster, Mass. 

Owner Wolciek M. Sudyka 

 $17,504.00      Electrical contractor: electrical energy systems Corp. – Southington, CT 

Supervisor: Dave Ash 

 $5,600.00 Bell Ringer - Church Specialties – Monroe, CT 

Owner Joe Duffy 

 

Additional expenses 

 $920.50 Newspaper advertising  

 $23.67  Miscellaneous 

 

 

Total cost for masonry work        $155,610.67 
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St. Peter’s Church building and Church Activities 
Summary 1985 – 2010 

 

Year Project or Changes 

1985 

 

 

 

 

 

 Memorial garden for remains established in south east corner of 

the cemetery – installation of memorial names monument  

 Book -- and “Informal History” by Helen Bray is completed. 

 225th anniversary activities, program for folder. 

 St. Peter’s Church Memorial Day Float  

 Twenty- fifth anniversary of father Greer’s ordination. 

 Capitol fund drive held May 1st thru May 15th. (Charles Powell, 

Chair). 

 New hymnals – senior choir raised funds (Ray Johnson, Chair). 

 Handicap ramp completed in September. 

 Cemetery wall facing Horton Ave replaced. 

 .Every member canvas resulted in $140,00 in pledges  

 A re-enacted Colonial Service held in honor of the 225th 

Anniversary – led by costumed congregation  

 12th anniversary of St. Peter’s Horse Show 

1986 
 

 Narthex refurbished. 

 Exterior belfry restoration completed. 

 St. Peter’s Church added to the National Registry of Historic 

Places as part of a Cheshire Historic District.  

 Church is robbed – theft of all silver communion vessels as well as 

two private sets. Replacement items in pewter were purchased.  

 Choir Director/Organist Wendell Piehler resigns – Jeffery Smith 

appointed as new Choir Director/Organist.  

 First names added to memorial monument in garden 

 Last General Convention approves distribution of communion 

outside of Eucharist by lay people under certain circumstances 

(home bound). 

 6th Annual Liturgical Conference held at St. Peter’s  
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Year Project or Changes 

 Thanks to the ECW the kitchen renovation completed. 

 Roof repairs and replacements/church rectory. 

 Resolution on Proportionate Giving passed. (see Appendix I) 

 80 parishioners ride buses to go Christmas caroling 

1987    Father Coleman proposes a structure of “Guilds” to take 

responsibility for the various ministries – Service, Worship, 

Education etc. 

 Restoration of outside church completed including  pointing of 

brickwork, waterproofing & repair roof leak  

 Horton Ave boundary restoration completed – install iron gate 

 New and expanded KEY – format and policies 

 Comprehensive education programs for all parishioners not just 

children  

 Added Angel Tree Project – gifts to children of prisoners 

 CREDO Housing Project – low interest loan to one family  

 Participated in the 1st  annual Cheshire CROP Walk Against 

Hunger 

 Buses provided once again by ECW for Christmas Carolers 

 Outreach Committee formed  

 

“Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him known; and through him, at 

all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things.” 

Rector’s Benediction  from the Annual Report 1988 
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Year Project or Changes 

1988  Story of where Church was born, Lambeth Conference.  

 In Massachusetts, Barbara Harris becomes first woman elected 

bishop.  

 Constitution of diocese of Connecticut. 

 Painted Nave, pews, Chapel and Narthex – new gutters & down 

spouts installed 

 Repairs to the bell completed – rededication service held 

 Second consecutive Crop Walk Against Hunger 

 New Member Sponsor Group formed to identify newcomers  

 Letters sent to Costa Rica and Tanzania from Outreach 

Committee 

 Rev. Kathleen Liles joins St. Peter’s on part time basis for the 2 

year period of her participation in Diocesan Ordinands Training 

program  

 Susan Shipman replaces Jeff Smith as organist/choir director 

 Foyers Group begins – “Getting to know you” dinner programs 

 Held a giant flee market 

 Groundwork laid for two new programs – Caregivers and Foyers  

1989  The Rev. Kenneth Coleman retires. Search for new Rector begins. 

 The Rev. Margaret Hutchins designated Interim Pastor (1989 -- 

90). 

 Search Committee established – Denise Draper, Chairwoman 

 Celebration of 200 anniversary of Episcopal Church in the USA. 

 CAREGIVERS organized to meet immediate needs of parishioners 

 Ordination of Kathleen Liles to Sacred Order of Priests held at St. 

Peter’s on March 18th 

 Barbara Harris becomes 1st female bishop in the United States 

and in the 27 national churches that comprise the Anglican faith 

 Nancy Bon Signor retires(July).& Jeff Smith, Organist, resigns 

 Reorganization of music library including computerized index  

1990  Parish profile. The Rev. Stephen A. Fales, new Rector arrives 

(The Rev. Hutchins leaves). 
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Year Project or Changes 

 

 

 

 

 Kathleen Liles leaves to be Interim Rector, Zion Church, Branford  

 Manual for Altar Guild.  

 Washington national Cathedral completed. 

 Repairs completed to upstairs hallway in Education Wing, which 

was damaged by electrical fire. 

 Marion Libolt-Washburn, longtime secretary, retired 

 Susan Davis hired as secretary – remained at St. peter’s for 19 

years. She was a valuable member of the staff and a friend to all. 

 Joyce Scales assigned to St. Peter’s as Deacon 

 Repairs and maintenance to rectory ($17,000) 

 Parish Profile book completed and made available to parish 

1991  Kathleen Lyles appointed Assistant Rector 

 Vincent Edwards, Choir Director and Organist hired 

 The Rev. Rowan Greer’s farewell 

 Main church and stairway to the choir loft re-carpeted- ECW gift 

 Motor replaced in organ to keep it from cutting out during service 

 New refrigerator for kitchen – ECW gift 

 Stewardship Campaign exceeded expectations  

 New groups include The Newcomer’s Group, The Men’s Club, The 

Between the Services Fellowship Group 

 Development of Lay Visitation Program  

1992  Simnel cake recipe 

 Time and Talent Auction held 

 Kathleen Liles celebrates 5 years with KOINONIA  

 Purchased new choir robes 

 Removal of asbestos from rectory ($3000) 

 Upgraded electrical power from 100 to 200 amps 

 On-going programs at prison – Prison fellowship USA, Thresholds 

and Literacy Volunteers of America – Entire ministry at prison is 

coordinated by Joyce Scales, Deacon 
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Year Project or Changes 

 Approval of bi-law change establishing committee  for church 

officers 

 208th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Connecticut  

1993 

 

 Right Rev. Wellesley, Bishop of Connecticut, retires 

 Booklet -- Investiture of the Right Rev. Coleridge 

 Received a gift from the estate of Alida Fossett ($48,000) 

 St. Peter’s begins participation in Cheshire Interfaith Housing 

Corp. to address the issue of affordable housing in Cheshire 

 Four people from St. Peter’s headed to Illinois for 5 days to help 

restore the home of flood victims. They included Steve Fales, Bob 

Hirschfield,  Charlie Waggoner and David Thorpe. 

 Sale of Rectory at 65 Cherry Street – church yielded $198, 550 

 Charles Dimmick and Donn Scott – 5 years as Sr. & Jr. Wardens 

 Organist/Choir Director position upgraded to half-time 

 Foyers Group begins it’s 6th year  

1994 

 

 Repaired leaking roofs - $10,000 cost  

 Booklet of interfaith services 

 Gen. Convention of “Revelation to St. John.” 

 Cheshire 300th anniversary 

 Quilts made of Stations of the Cross 

 Hartford has microfilm record of St. Peter’s 1997 -- 1922 

 Organist Vince Edward leaves; Peggy Kelly Reinburg new 

organist/choir director October 30, 1994. Space music bulletins by 

Vince Edwards 

 Kathleen Liles resigns and goes to Trinity Church in Fairfield 

 Michael McKinnon hired as full-time Lay Pastoral Associate 

 Rev. Sherrill Scales agrees to assist with sacramental ministry 

1995   A healthy surplus was realized due to pledges that were above 

anticipated – Steve Fales says it was the 1st time in the 18 years of 

his ministry to see this happen 

 Chimneys re-lined in June. 

 Report of Archives Committee. 
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Year Project or Changes 

Surplus   Michael McKinnon's sermons. 

 Archive room moved from upstairs to main floor 

 Nancy Staab reported that 50 adult books & 24 children’s books 

were added to the library & a permanent book table was set up in 

the narthex 

 Michael McKinnon ordained to the Diocese of Newfoundland & 

Eastern Labrador. Michael & Beth Ann McKinnon move to 

Cartwright, Labrador where Michael will be Deacon in Charge at 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church 

1996  Manual for Health of Church People. 

 Leon Mozeliak appointed Pastoral Assistant 

 Paul Cienniwa hired to replace interim organist Susan Wiles 

 Junior Choir Program revitalized 
 

 Vestry enters into contact with Earl Lindgren to conduct an 

architectural/engineering study of the buildings 

 Secretary Susan Davis breaks hip, is out for long time and 

volunteers man the office and take up her duties 

 Lutheran-Episcopal Agreement of 1982 

 Upgraded office equipment  

 Painting completed in Sacristy and adjacent hallway 

 New Bilco door installed in basement hatchway 

Taken from the Annual Report 1996:          
 

1996 Year End Report: Men’s Club 
 

I would like to begin my report by thanking all who have participated in the Men’s Club over the past year. 
We each contribute in our way and deserve recognition. 
 

 Breakfast meetings were not catered but prepared by Men’s Club Members 
 Mother’s Day breakfast was held 
 Two spaghetti dinners were held as fund raisers (sauce prepared by Chuck Guglielmino) 
 Chuck Moakley & Patrick McGrath coordinated family outing to Red Sox game 
 A weekend retreat for men was held on October 5

th
 and 6

th
 at Camp Washington. 
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Year Project or Changes 

This was a great beginning to what I hope will become a yearly event. It gave us all a chance to get 
to know each other a lot better and to discuss everything from current events to ethics, to our 
spiritual place in society.  

 Bob Serino gave us a look into the life in the day of an inmate returning to society  
 A donation of $500 was made to the Cheshire Interfaith Housing Project 

 
With the capital Fund Raising project approaching I feel that the Men’s Club can and should take a more 
active role. Attracting new membership is a mystery to me and I believe it needs to be addressed.  
 
Respectively submitted, 
Bob Ivey 

    The Men’s Group is no longer in existence. 
 

1998 

 

  Building campaign start 

 Heating and electrical systems replaced 

 Parking lot and driveway replaced – new drainage system installed 

 New plantings for around church – Helen Mertens, Tina McGrath, 

Angela Greaves and David Lammlin – provided funds & manpower 

 Public address system donated to the church by Lillian Gubitoisi 

 Tape deck provided to PR system 
 

 Deacon Joyce Scales reassigned by Bishop to St. John’s (Bristol) 
 

 Paul Cienniwa leaves for a year abroad on Fulbright Scholarship 
 

 Father Leon leaves to begin new ministry at Trinity (Collinsville) 
 

1999  Notebook regarding building campaign and dedication of new 

addition 

 Planned, executed and wrapped up the Capital Fund Campaign 

 Arrival of curates marcia madlock and Darin Lovelace (husband 

and wife) 

 Children’s Nurture Program thrives under leadership of Linda Ivey 

 Steve Fales leaves for 2 month Refresher Leave 

 Portrait of the right Rev. Andrew Smith 

 Memorial garden regulations 

 “Serenity Bench “ provided for garden by two parishioners 

 Women’s Faith Sharing Group formed Kristen Peters (leader) 
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Year Project or Changes 

2000  Anne Harvey named Director of Christian Formation 

 Father Fales 10th anniversary at St. Peter's Church 

 Darin Lovelace and Marcia Killpatrick ordained as a deacons 

 Nancy Darius in charge of friendship quilts 

 Susan Davis 10th anniversary as the Parish Secretary  

 Organist/Choir Director Paul Cienniwa resigns; Tom Brand returns. 

2001 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dedication of new parish hall, redesigned in the footprints of 1951 

and 1958 construction except that it now connects directly to the 

church with the north wall of the nave serving as the south wall of 

the auditorium. Attractive classrooms created on lower-level. 

Former lower-level auditorium (which had become known as the 

“pit”) Floored over; auditorium and kitchen moved to ground level 

 New addition dedicated by the right Rev. Andrew Smith on 

January 6, 2001 

 Handicapped access installed 

 Archives moved to one end of Library and former Archives Room 

became Rector's office 

  In May another celebration with right Rev. Porteus when the 

cornerstone (which was not ready earlier) was laid 

 Original copy of talk given by the Right Rev. Porteus 

 A copy of Father Fales sermon September 11, 2001 attack 

(hijacked airplanes crashed into the New York City Twin Towers 

and the Pentagon) 

 Restoration of crumbling cemetery wall along Main Street 

2002 

 

 Father Fales resigns, leaves in April 2002 

 File of information on search for new Rector 

 The Rev. Dr. William Shepherd appointed Interim Rector 

 Begin including copies of the readings in Sunday bulletins 

 Daniel Hahn welcomed as organist choir director, December 2002 
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Year Project or Changes 

2003  Discussion of Episcopal position on gay rights 

 Mary Ellen Kania researches history of St. Peter's stained-glass 

windows and writes pamphlet 

 The Rev. Sandra Hardyman Stayner announced as new Rector 

 Dr. Shepherd leaves 

 Ann Harvey re-signs as director of Christian formation 

 First Art Fair 

 St. Peter’s Mother’s Group formed  

2004

 

 The Rev. Stayner installed as Rector, January 2004 

 Deacon Joyce Scales resigns 

 New kneelers (replacements for 1982 kneelers) blessed for use 

 Robert Lee Adams appointed as organist/choir director, starts 

children's choir (Choristers) 

  Martha Blume appointed Christian Education Director  

 Establishment of Archives Committee 

 Maturing Program for Choristers initiated in October 

2005 

 

 

 

 Side door to narthex replaced. 

 Youth group takes mission trip to Aliquippa, Pennsylvania  
      accompanied by Robert Lee and Sandy Stayner 
 

 In September, Rite – 13 initiated for grades six and seven and 

Journey to Adulthood (J2A) for eighth grade up. 

 Organist/Choir Director raised from ½ time to ¾ time position 

 David Stayner begins functioning as Associate Priest  

 First St. Peter’s Choir Camp established  

 Sale of Frederica Burrell’s house for $325,000 – funds later used 

for new windows in education building and repair of bell and tower 

 Launch of newly designed website by Patreena Parsons 
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Year Project or Changes 

2006   Sunday school schedule changed from 8:15 and 10:30 to allow 

time for “adult forum” and Sunday school between services. 

 During summer, murals painted in Sunday school rooms and 

hallways. 

 Windows in education wing replaced. 

 June Hale appointed as new Organist/Choir Director. 

 Robert Lee Adams leaves to study at Oxford, UK. 

 Sandi Baker and family give facelift to the gardens around the 

church.  The Baker Family along with a committee continues to 

assume responsibility for the gardens. 

 

 Youth group holds first Fall Pumpkin Festival. 

2007 

 

 

 

 Nave and Chancel repainted with green and yellow tones.  

 Chancel ceiling painted light blue. 

 Red striping added to woodwork. 

 Received matching grant from state of Connecticut for bell tower 

restoration. 

 New choirs formed (2): Jr. Youth Choristers and Madrigal Singers 

 First “Mardi Gras” service with Dixieland band before lent  

 Rooms rearranged on second floor of education wing. 

 Transept pews angled toward congregation. 

 Church front door restored. 

 Biblical Garden of plants mentioned in old and New Testaments 

begun. 

 Evening Women’s Faith Sharing Group established 

 Education for Ministry group formed (this is a 4 year program) 
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Year Project or Changes 

2008 

 

 Restored Bell Tower and Bell dedicated – first ringing celebration 

 New bathroom added on second-floor 

 Two festive luncheons this year – Christmas and one in the fall 

 Monthly pot-luck luncheons for parishioners and others  

 Hospitality to 4 or 5 different 12-step programs each week 

 Staff reductions – parish secretary, youth director  

 1st Chili Cook off added to Children’s Fair 

 A relationship with Cheshire Adult Transitional School established 

2009 

 

www.stpeterscheshire.or 

 

 Kim Clarke, new part-time office administrator, begins to manage 

office with volunteer help. 

 Stacy Hamilton hired as part-time assistant to Kim Clarke 

 St. Peter’s becomes a host church for Chapel on the Green 

 St. Peter’s was only church site on national website for people to 

respond to President Obama’s Call to Action on Martin Luther King 

Day 

 Healing Prayer offered during Eucharist each Sunday 

 Singles Group established  

 Water garden outside the side door created  

 New offices for Rector and Associate Rector 

 Design and create new side entrance – Eagle Scout Project by 

Zachary Naylor 

 New Vesting Room  with new liturgical vestments cupboard  

 Creation of Jazz Vespers service 

 Creation of new St. Peter’s Website  

 350.org Celebration – St. Peter’s joined thousands of communities 

around the world to for International Day of Climate Action 
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A New Era for the Episcopal Church In The United 
States 

With the arrival of Sandra H. Stayner as rector of St. Peter’s Church we entered a new and 
exciting chapter in the life of our church reflecting the changes in the Episcopal Church as a 
whole and the recognition of women as equal participants in the role of priest. 

"The long struggle for women's ordination as priests in the American Episcopal Church began in 
the mid-1850s and lasted for almost 125 years. It ended in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 
September 16, 1976, when the General Convention of the Episcopal Church voted to approve 
women's ordination to the priesthood and the episcopate." 1  

History of female ordination in the ECUSA: 

 

1855: The Bishop of Maryland "sets apart" two deaconesses. 

 

1935: A commission of the Church of England found no reason for or against the ordination 

of women, but affirms that women would continue to be excluded "for the church today." 

 

1970: The General Convention voted on a measure to authorize female ordination. It was 

approved by the laity but narrowly defeated by clerical deputies. 

 

1973: The General Convention rejected female ordination for the second time. 

 

1973: Qualified women deacons were presented alongside men for ordination to the 

priesthood in New York. The bishop refused to ordain the women. 

 

1974-JUL-29: The "Philadelphia Eleven" were "irregularly" ordained as priests in 

Philadelphia, PA by two retired and one resigned bishop. "The event caused great 

consternation among the church hierarchy. On August 15, the House of Bishops, called to an 

emergency meeting, denounced the ordinations and declared them invalid. Charges were 

filed against the dissident bishops. Attempts were made to prevent the women from serving 

their priestly ministries." 1 

 

1974-OCT-27:  Revs. Allison Cheek, Carter Heyward, and Jeannette Piccard celebrated their 

first public Episcopal service at Riverside Church in New York, NY. 1 

 

1974-NOV: The Rev William Wendt invited Alison Cheek to celebrate at St Stephen's and the 

Incarnation in Washington, DC. He is later charged, tried and disciplined for violating canons. 

 

1974-DEC: Rev Peter Beebe invited Alison Cheek and Carter Heyward to celebrate at Christ 

Church, Oberlin, OH. He is charged and tried for violating canons. 

 

1976-JUL: After much heated debate, the 72nd General Convention in Philadelphia passed a 

resolution declaring that "no one shall be denied access" to ordination into the three orders of 

ministry: as deacons, priests or bishops, on the basis of their sex. A second resolution 

declared that no one could be barred from participating in the life and governance of the 

church, either because of their gender, or because of their theological beliefs concerning the 
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ordination of women. They asked that non-conforming dioceses report in 1979 on their 

progress towards female ordination to the House of Bishops and Executive Council. They 

were asked to also report to the next General Convention in 2000. If they don't, they faced the 

possibility of a church trial. One of the four bishops, the Rt. Rev. Jack Iker of Fort Worth, said 

that he planned to undertake "active resistance to the directive...I cannot compromise my 

conscience because I have serious theological reservations." He decided to continue to 

refuse to ordain women, referring them to another diocese instead.  

 

1977: The priests who were irregularly ordained at Philadelphia and Washington were 

"regularized." One hundred women are ordained by year end.  

 

1978: The Lambeth Conference accepted female ordination as an option at the discretion of 

the local province. 

 

1988-SEP-24: The Rev. Barbara C. Harris was elected Suffragan Bishop of Massachusetts. 

She was consecrated on 1990-FEB-11. 

 

1997: Only four dioceses still refused to ordain female priests: Eau Claire (WI), Fort Worth 

(TX), Quincy (IL), and San Joaquin (CA). 3 

 

2000-JUL: By the time of the 73rd General Convention, Eau Claire diocese had accepted 

women as priests, San Joaquin had made some progress in that direction, but Fort Worth 

and Quincy had not budged. The sense of the convention was that "the time had come." 24 

years had passed since female ordination was permitted. Deputies from the three dioceses 

pleaded for "tolerance." Task force A045 was created by the Convention to "visit, interview, 

assess and assist" the three dioceses in their efforts. They were asked to make semi-annual 

reports. "A substitute motion by Bishop John Lipscomb of Southwest Florida, calling for a less 

adversarial approach under the direction of the presiding bishop, drew strong support across 

theological boundaries, including several women bishops. It was defeated narrowly, but later 

passed as a 'mind of the house resolution.' " 4 

 
The Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris of Boston ordained as the first female Episcopal bishop in 1989, 

successfully called for defeat of an amendment that would have allowed the four dissenting 

bishops to continue denying ordination to women as long as they hold office. She said: "The 

message such an amendment would send to the women of this church and those who support 

the ordained ministry of women in this church is that once again this house is engaged in a 

delaying tactic...To engage in further delay says to the women of this church, 'We do not value 

your ministry, even though God has called you.' "  

  

 

2002-FEB: The Episcopal Church’s Executive Council heard a "mid-process report" from a 

task force which had been created to use "sensitivity and flexibility as it monitors progress 

toward full access of women to the ordination process, as required by the canons." They 

visited the three dioceses which still refused to ordain women 

: 

 
San Joaquin, CA: The task force met with Bishop John David Schofield and a dozen 
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other representatives from the diocese. Task force Co-chair Sarah Harte reported that 

some of the latter were concerned that the task force might "dig up information to be used 

to bring charges against the bishop." Many of the clergy support the bishop, even though 

they disagree with his position on female ordination. The task force learned that the bishop 

"has been supportive of women in the process of pursuing ordination and that there are 

several women currently in the process." He states that they will be ordained in the future; 

but if they were eligible for ordination today, it is not likely that he would do it. He stated 

that "he is not currently convinced that the work of the General Convention in revising the 

canons was, in fact, reflective of the will of the Holy Spirit. Therefore he is not convinced 

that women who go through ordination are truly ordained." 

 

 
Fort Worth, TX: Harte reported on their meeting with Bishop Jack Iker and members of 

the diocese: "We were received by the bishop and graciously welcomed as brothers and 

sisters in Christ—but not as members of the A045 Task Force. Bishop Iker sees our work 

as intrusive and negatively reflecting on the life of the diocese. However, the bishop agreed 

to have a conversation with us in which the primary focus was for us to learn about the 

ministry of the diocese.... The bishop and other leadership described with passion some of 

the ministries in the diocese, including women's ministries, [which are regarded as a] 

supportive and essential role...The role of women in the church was described to us as 

analogous to the role of a woman in the family—supportive and nurturing...They feel the 

work of the task force is damaging the health of the diocese and causes a further 

disconnect between the members of the Diocese of Ft. Worth and members of other 

dioceses. They request the national church to give them 'space, freedom and respect'." 

Three women who are testing their vocations in Ft. Worth have been transferred to the 

Diocese of Dallas.  

 

 
Quincy, IL: Task force members met with Bishop Keith Ackerman and representatives 

from his diocese.  He has allowed three female priests to enter his diocese on three 
occasions to officiate at a wedding, baptism and funeral. There are two women deacons in 
the diocese, but there have been no female candidates for ordination since he became 
bishop. 5 

 

  
2002-Summer:The A045 Task force issued their final report. They "...found that the intrusion of 

an unwelcome and uninvited group made it impossible 'to assist'; we are a diverse church, 

committed to inclusivity, but some of our behavior sends to self-described traditionalists a 

message of unwelcome." They found that Bishop John-David Schofield Diocese of San Joaquin 

is concerned that women who go through ordination are actually "make-believe priests" whose 

administration of the sacraments would lead recipients to be "barred from grace." 

 

The task force had sent questionnaires to each of the denomination's dioceses. They found 

that:  

 

Approximately one in four Episcopal clergy is a woman. 

 

In 27 domestic dioceses, at least one in three is a woman; in 34 dioceses, fewer than one in 
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five is female. 

 

One diocese reports that 62.5% of their clergy are female. 

 The ECUSA Executive Council "...voted to present a resolution to General Convention asking 

for a 'national conversation' to assist the whole church to 'promote, explore, and develop ways 

to facilitate the ordination of women in every diocese and their full and equal deployment 

throughout the church,' with a eye towards a 'day of dialogue and reflection' at the 2006 General 

Convention." 6  

 

2003-MAR: At the House of Bishops' spring meeting at Kanuga, NC, the bishops discussed 

and received an 11 page report "The Gift of Sexuality: A Theological Perspective," written by 

the House of Bishops Theology Committee. The report dealt entirely with homosexual issues: 

whether to recommend that the denomination create rituals of blessings for same-sex unions 

and/or ordain sexually active gays and lesbians. The sexually-related topic that caused such 

chaos three decades earlier -- that of female ordination -- wasn't even mentioned. The 

bishops did not adopt the report. They simply offered "...it to the Church for study and 

reflection."  7 

 

2003-JUL: The 2003 General Convention was held in Minneapolis, MN. The delegates were 

overwhelmingly distracted by the confirmation of Gene Robinson's election as bishop of New 

Hampshire. He is a gay male in a long-term, committed relationship. He is definitely not the 

first gay bishop -- only the first openly gay bishop. No action appears to have been taken on 

the topic of the three bishops which still refuse to ordain women. 

 

2004-AUG: The drive for full access to ordination by women within the Episcopal Church, 

USA is almost complete. Only three of the 100 domestic dioceses now refuse to ordain 

women. It appears that the denomination is simply ignoring the issue, expecting that the 

problem will dissipate as the three bishops retire. 

 

2006-JUN: The Right Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori, Bishop of the Diocese of Nevada, 

was elected the 26th Presiding Bishop-elect of the Episcopal Church, USA on June 18. This 

places her at the highest level of power in the Anglican Communion: status as Primate of an 

Anglican province. Her election was confirmed by the House of Deputies, as required by 

church canons. She will serve a term of nine years that are almost guaranteed to be among 

the most tumultuous in the history of the denomination, rivaling the conflicts over human 

slavery, contraception, female ordination to the priesthood, and female consecration as 

bishop. 10  

 Although most provinces in the Anglican Communion do recognize female priests,few allow 

female bishops. None before have ever elected a woman as Primate. 12 
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